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Vice President: 

Diamantina Arrona, RN, BSN, CNII    University of Cincinnati Medical Center 
        Cardiovascular and Thoracic Intensive Care 

Diamantina Arrona is an RN, BSN in the Cardiovascular and Thoracic Intensive Care Unit at University of Cincinnati 
Medical Center. She was a Hospital Corpsman in the United States Navy in which she humbly received a National 
Defense Service Medal. Mrs. Arrona received her Associate Degree from University of Texas at Brownsville, Texas 
and her bachelor’s at Texas A & M in Corpus Christi, Texas. She has 19 years of Nursing experience in Medical/
Surgical floor, Telemetry floor, Same day surgery, Neuro Trauma ICU, Medical/Surgical ICU, Cardiac ICU, Cardio-
vascular ICU and ER. Mrs. Arrona was instrumental in Corpus Christi, Texas participating in demonstrations to form 
a nurse’s union in 2010 with a majority win vote and getting the first union contract in 2012. She was the lead in 
reviewing cases and representing nurses throughout two hospital campuses successfully.  Ms. Arrona is an active 
participant at UCMC by maintaining a union board on her unit, distributing contract information, assisting nursing 
staff understand their union rights and contract. She has also attended Nurses Day at the Statehouse 2018, RN La-
bor Institute 2018, Labor Institute 2019, and participated in WAIF 88.3 FM radio to voice safe and effective nursing 
care concerns and inform public of issues surrounding their health.  Ms. Arrona has been at UCMC for the last 4 
years in which she is actively participating in Shared Governance: Charge Nurse Boot Camp Instructor, Charge 
Committee Chair, RNA Unit Representative, Clinical ladder, Volunteer at Habitat for Humanity, and Scheduling Com-
mittee. Mrs. Arrona enjoys her leisure time with her family and seven grandchildren and playing with her cat 
(Cheeto) and dog (Tinkerbell). She loves traveling, fishing, reading, hiking, going to the gym, and the beach.  

 

Roberta Lee, RN, MSN, MPH     University of Cincinnati, College of Nursing 
        Emeritus Associate Professor of Clinical Nursing 

Over many years, I have been an active and involved ONA member; serving with the SONA Human Rights Commit-
tee at the Drop Inn Shelter, the SONA Board, and on the ONA Board as Second Vice President.  In addition, 
I’ve  been a SONA Delegate to the ONA Convention numerous times.  I’d like to be elected a Delegate again this 
year because of my background, expertise, and wish for opportunity to continue to be of service. 

 

Secretary: 

Michelle Thoman, RN      University of Cincinnati Medical Center 
        Nurse 

My name is Michelle Thoman, and I have been a nurse at UCMC for five years. I came to UC as a new grad, after a 
career change, and currently work on 5 East, an ENT and specialty surgery floor. I am a preceptor for the Dedicated 
Education Unit program through UC’s college of nursing, the Air Force Nurse Training program, new hires and I am 
a charge nurse on my floor.  I have been involved with ONA during my time at UC through RNA and currently serve 
as the President of RNA.  I also serve as a delegate to Cincinnati’s AFL-CIO central labor council. I would like to be-
come more involved with ONA outside the walls of UCMC. If elected I would work hard to be an advocate for all 
nurses across SONA and actively explore solutions to all issues brought forth.   
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Diamantina Arrona, RN, BSN, CNII    See Vice President Section 

 

Detrice Green Barry, PhD, MSN, Med, RN   Wright State University, Dayton, OH  
        Associate Professor  

Detrice Green Barry is a tenured Associate Professor at Wright State University, Miami Valley College of Nursing in 
Dayton, OH., where she teaches Public Health, Nursing Research and Evidence based Practice in the traditional BSN 
Program; and online RN-BSN Program; and Health Policy in the Graduate Program. Dr. Barry’s research area of ex-
pertise is in hemophilia related to shared-decision making and parent and consumer education. She has participated 
in research projects, grants and published related to various public health populations and education. Dr. Barry has 
presented her research and expertise on a national, regional and local level and has lead and participated in advo-
cacy efforts and policy at the local and national level for the Bleeding Disorders Community. She has been awarded 
for Service to the Bleeding Disorders Community on a National level and local level from peers. Dr. Barry holds a 
BSN and MSN from the Medical College of Georgia in Augusta, GA and a PhD in Human Services from Capella Uni-
versity (online) Minneapolis, MN, and MEd from Wright State University in Dayton, OH.  

 

Kathlyn (Kathy) Franklin, RN, BSN    Retired 

 

Kathy Franklin, recently retired, has become an active SONA member again.  She has previously served on the 

Board of Directors, including 2nd Vice President, and as a member of the Legislative, Human Rights and By-Laws 

Committee, and served as a delegate to many ONA Conventions.  Her work experiences include: staff nurse in the 

Emergency Department, the Operating Room and Labor and Delivery at University Hospital was a Research Nurse 

Coordinator for the Department of OB/GYN and the Department of Neurology at the University of Cincinnati.  As a 

staff nurse she served on the steering committee and negotiating team for the collective bargaining unit.   She was 

also the Executive Director of SONA.  

 

Kelly Hickmann-Begley           

No bio available at time of printing 

 

Roberta Lee, RN, MSN, MPH     University of Cincinnati, College of Nursing 
        Emeritus Associate Professor of Clinical Nursing 

Over many years, I have been an active and involved ONA member; serving with the SONA Human Rights Commit-
tee at the Drop Inn Shelter, the SONA Board, and on the ONA Board as Second Vice President.  In addition, 
I’ve  been a SONA Delegate to the ONA Convention numerous times.  I’d like to be elected a Delegate again this 
year because of my background, expertise, and wish for opportunity to continue to be of service. 

Anita Riley        

No bio available at time of printing 

 

Michelle Thoman, RN      See Vice President Section  


