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Greetings friends!  I am very excited and humbled to begin my term as 
president of SPDONA.  Thank you for your support and trust that you 
have put in me.  I know that together we will do great things. 

As leaders in the healthcare field we may find ourselves sailing trough 
some very rough waters both from forces locally and nationally.  As we face such 
uncertainty, I am comforted by the fact that we are truly all in this together.  I know 
that nurses are a strong force when they stand united.  

Thank you to everyone who was at our last meeting at the Sheraton.  We are very 
lucky to have a great space to hold our programs.  I am looking forward to the next 
program in September.  I hope you are able to come and please bring a friend.   

One thing I love about our programs is being around a group of nurses that love what 
they do and are passionate about nursing.  I always leave a meeting feeling inspired 
and happy that I answered the call to be a nurse.  

I also enjoyed celebrating Florence Nightingale’s 197th birthday as we recognized 
nurses week. Nurses sacrifice everyday for their patients and it is always great to be 
recognized for what we do.  After a long shift, hearing a patient say “thank you” 
makes it all worth it.  

This year nurses week was all about the health of the nurse and what that means. 
How do we care for ourselves?  Do we do a good job?  I feel it is vital that we care for 
ourselves in order to give our patients, or for some of us, our students our best. 

As healthcare providers, it is natural that we put ourselves on the back burner and 
focus on the task at hand.  I know that nurse burnout is a big issue, and it is very 
easy to let our own health slip.   

What does good self care look like? For some, self care means going for a run or 
going to the gym.  Others need a glass of wine and a bubble bath after a long shift.  
What do you do?  I challenge everyone to reflect on your own self-care and try to 
take time out of everyday to help yourself so that you may help others.  Please head 

over to the facebook page and find note on self care and comment. Share with your 

peers what you do for self care.  

Please feel free to e-mail me with any concerns or with anything you would like to 
see SPDONA do or be a part of. Also please feel free to post anything you want oth-
ers to know about on the Facebook page. This is your group and we want to be able 
to serve you in the best way possible. I can be reached at dsteve16@kent.edu any 
time.  

Summer is a busy time for all of us as we plan for trips and enjoy time outside in the 
sunshine. I hope everyone has a great summer full of fun and safe 
travels.  

Peace,  
 
Darren RN  
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Holistic Health in a Home/House:  

Stan Hywet as Example  
 

Faculty:       Kristine M. Gill, RN, PhD 
 
Outcome:    During this interactive tour, participants will have an 
increase in knowledge and skill in assessment of a client's 
home/house from a holistic health perspective (3.0 CE). 
 

 
Dates offered in 2017:    
Fridays:  Aug. 18, Sept. 15, Oct. 13  (1:30-4:30 pm) 
                                                                                              
Saturdays: Aug. 19, Sept. 16, Oct. 14 (10 am-1 pm)     
                 
 To preregister call Stan Hywet ticket office at (330) 315-3287 or visit stanhywet.org/adult-learning at least 
one week in advance. Space is limited to 15 persons per session. You must attend entire program session 
and submit a completed evaluation to receive CE credit. For more information regarding contact hours call 
(330) 687-5393. Cost: $ 60.00. This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Ohio Nurses 
Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's commission on Accredi-
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The Annual Meeting of Summit and Portage District of the Ohio Nurses Association was held on Wednes-

day, May 19 at the Sheraton Suites in Cuyahoga Falls.  Outgoing Board members were thanked for time 

served: Marie Cinalli (President), Marlene Peoples Wetshtein (Treasurer), and Jeni Huth and Marva Walker 

(Directors).  Darren Stevenson was named President, and Melanie Sennett was elected Treasurer.  Jeni Huth 

and Marva Walker were successful in their bids to continue as Directors.  

 Awards were presented to Marie Cinalli and Earl Blackstone.  Marie was 

named the Barbara L. Mims Distinguished Nurse of the Year recognizing 

her work on the district board as president and director and her participa-

tion in committee activities and other community involvement.  Earl re-

ceived the Jeanette Wooding Service Award for his dedication to the pro-

fessional organization through committee work, board involvement, and 

promoting nursing to students through invitations to meetings and support 

through a scholarship established to honor his son. 

I would like to thank our district of the Ohio Nurses Association for honoring me with the Barbara L. Mims 

Distinguished  Nurse  of the Year Award at the annual awards banquet in May at the beautiful Sheraton in 

Cuyahoga  Falls for my involvement in the community and my work as president.   I would also like to ex-

press gratitude for the beautiful silver tray gift that I received with the award . 

Until you serve on the board or on a committee in an organization you really don't know how rewarding it is!  

From the administration in Columbus to the members of our board and our district I am proud and thank 

you for this opportunity ! 

Sincerely,    Marie Cinalli 
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Quick reminder for those who have not renewed your license yet. You should have received 

info from the Ohio Board of Nursing about renewing your license. If you have not done so 

already, sign in and create your online account and sign on to renew your RN license by 

September of this year.  Be sure to be timely in getting the application submitted. If it is not 

done by the application deadline your license will be revoked.  

 

 
  

 

 

 I had the opportunity to represent SPDONA at the summer board meeting of the Ohio Nurses Associa-
tion. They have been very busy at the state level and have been advancing the cause of nursing national-
ly and here in Ohio.  ONA president Sally Morgan discussed how the ONA has successfully increased its 
voting representation at the ANA convention.  ONA was active in a nationally live streamed press confer-
ence about congress’s healthcare law and the has been encouraging members to put pressure on Rob 
Portman to vote against the measure as it stands now.  The senator did meet with the CEO of the ANA 
about the measure.   

 

 On the labor front, an ONA labor representative reported about a Supreme Court case (Janice V Af-
tine) which upheld fair share fees for those who work in a union facility and are not in the union.  This 
could end up back in the court as we now have a 9 member bench.  If such a fee gets struck down ONA 
could loose up to $80,000 in revenue.  

 

 Many local news agencies have been reaching out to the ONA for commentary about healthcare is-
sues showing that the ONA is Ohio’s recognized voice of nursing.  ONA is looking to possibly moving to a 
new building in downtown Columbus which would increase the amount of people that could be reached 
by ONA’s message.  

———Darren Stevenson, RN 

Hello!  My names is Alyssa Mauser.  I'm a new member of the SPDONA, just moved to the area. I am al-

so working with ONA on a task force to increase member engagement. I need to make some member 

videos about why people joined ONA or why they continue to be involved in ONA. It's our #WhyONA 

campaign.  I can be contacted at Phone Number: 330-612-7582 or email alyssa.mauser@gmail.com  



 

.Did you know? 

There is no cost for 

members who attend 

their first meeting.  

Merely call or email the 

office with your name 

and menu choice and 

mention that you are a 

first time attendee.  We 

look forward to meeting 

you! 

Susan Austin1 

Kimberly Braman 

Kathleen Davis 

Diane DeVault 

Jo Dowell2 

Ethel Elad 

Vanessa Hazard 

Stephanie Hinkle3 

Brooke Hurd 

 Brittany Keith 

  

Kelly King 

Bonnie Kostoff 

Rebecca MacGregor 

Lisa Memmers4 

Amy Milligan 

Sarah Mitchell 

Maggie Moran 

Lacie Morrison 

Tara Murgatroyd 

Christi Phillip  

Caci Sherlock 

Allison Sigman 

Nora Smith 

Lisa Sombrio5 

Leslie Stahl 

Lisa Stevanov 

Staey Strasser 

Corey Thompson 

Nicole West 

Elizabeth Wilkinson 

Amanda Wyles 

 

 

WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS 

Treasurer’s Report 

Credits reflect monies collected by interest, 

dues, and members’ dinners. 

Debits include awards, wages, rent, telephone, 

supplies and dinners.   

 This report reflects the district daily operations.  

Funds reside in two banks and are invested in   

long-term Certificates of Deposit, an interest-

bearing money market account, and an interest-

bearing checking account. 

Balance February 28, 2017                     $  46,554.04 

Credits—March                                          +  4,103.35 

                 April                                             +  3,544.70 

                 May                                             +  4,043.31 

                                                                        58,245.40 

Debits—March                                            -  3,736.04 

                April                                               -  3,556.48 

                May                                                -  3,578.40 

Balance May 31, 2017                              $ 47,374.48 

   

 Melanie Sennett, Treasurer 

Portage County Fair—Randolph, Ohio 

When:  Friday, August 25
th     

Time:  10 a – 1:30p 

What we need:  Coverage of at least 2-3 people to set up, take BPs.  This can be 

the entire time, or we can sign up in 2 hour increments.  10-12 (with set up), 12-1:30 

(with take down).   Then you are free to enjoy this great fair until closing if you de-

sire.  (And it is a great fair – lots of exhibits, animals, horse riding, great food, music and shows.  Click here to 

access the website: http://randolphfair.com/  

Contact Carol Korman Carol Korman <ckorman@chmca.org> to volunteer. 
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All are employed at Cleveland Clinic Foundation/Akron General Medical Center ex-

cept for those marked with a superscript number 

1 Herzing University, 2 Kent State University College of Nursing, 3 Western Reserve 

Hospital, 4 Nursing Corps Inc., 5 Brown Mackie College 

http://randolphfair.com/


 

District Delegation Preparing to Represent YOU at the  

Biennial ONA Convention in October 

Please find below the current list of those elected to serve as delegates.  According to the dis-

trict membership at December 31, 2016, Summit and Portage District, ONA may have a del-

egation of 37.  The ballot was posted in the First Quarter 2017 newsletter and voted on ac-

cording to the bylaws of the District at the March meeting.  This list is fluid and changes as 

those who were elected inform the office of their availability.  When this occurs, the office 

will ask the next alternate in line to serve.  All members of the district are encouraged to 

participate in the webinars addressing dues and governance.  ohnurses.org 

 Peggy Halter 

Sharon Hemphill 

Jodi Hofer 

Jeni Huth 

Renee Johnson 

Linzi Jones 

Jean Kaminski 

Jennifer Kraus 

Amy Law 

Kelly Lee 

David Liu 

Beth McVan 

Debbie Meredith 

Doug Meredith 

Nora Merredith 

Emily Poole 

Emily Poulson 

Joyce Powell 

Kevin Primer 

Linda  Riazi-Kermani 

Sonta Robinson 

Melanie Sennett 

Darren Stevenson 

Connie Stopper 

Sandra Waino 
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June Adams 

Nancy Aho 

Erin Aldridge 

Deb Baker 

Brandy Beresh 

Karen Budd 

Marie Cinalli 

Tony DeAngelis 

Janice Dennis 

Jorena DiMare 

Raina Gonzalez 

Davina Gosnell 

 

****Alternates at this time are Sarah Turns and Jaklyn Conti. 

ONA's NEW Special Interest Caucus on Cultural Diversity in Nursing 
 

The Special Interest Caucus on Cultural Diversity in Nursing is a space for nurses to research, com-

municate and educate practices regarding culturally diverse patient and professional nursing and the 

competence to which we understand each.  The Caucus will meet both in-person and via conference 

call as frequently as necessary.  The Caucus works in an advisory capacity to ONA's Board of Direc-

tors and specific work is at the discretion of the Caucus and Board.  Scope of work may include con-

tinuing education, position statements, and general research.  

If interested, you may contact ONA Staff Member, Tiffany Bukoffsky at: tiffany@ohnurses.org.   

Board of Directors Work…. 

Although it is difficult to obtain a quorum for meetings during the summer, the Board has been getting things 

accomplished via the internet.  Signature cards have been signed at the banks allowing new officers access 

and a maturing CD has been reinvested.  The next three district meetings will be at the Sheraton Suites.  The 

September meeting will be Kimberly Kerr from AGMC (see enclosed flyer for details) and groundwork is being 

prepared for an interdisciplinary panel in November on the opiate addiction epidemic. 


