
How to Improve Your Chances of 
Being Selected to Speak at 

COLLABORATE 20

OATUG Forum Call for Presentations
Open through 11:59 PM EDT October 11, 2019

Selected speakers earn free or discounted conference registration

October 9, 2019

https://secure1.meetingexp.com/COLLABORATE20/proposals


Agenda

• Introductions

• What is COLLABORATE?

• Speaker Application Process and Deadlines

• Tips and Tricks

• Questions



Details About Today’s Webinar
• Submit your questions in the Questions box on the bottom right of 

your screen

• Your name and questions will not be accessible to other webinar 
participants

• A copy and recording of the presentation will be available after the 
webinar to attendees

• These slides represent the work and opinions of the presenter and 
OATUG makes no representations or warranties with respect to the 
ideas or techniques contained in this document
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COLLABORATE 20 At A Glance…

April 19-23, 2020
Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino

Las Vegas, NV USA



Who Runs COLLABORATE 20?
Collaborate is hosted by two of Oracle’s most influential user groups:

• EBS
• EPM (Hyperion) 
• Analytics, BI & Big 

Data

• JD Edwards
• PeopleSoft

Both groups address topics related to Oracle Cloud solutions 
(SaaS, PaaS and IaaS)



Who Attends Collaborate?

• IT strategists, users and developers together with Oracle 
teams and vendor experts to share inspiration, insights and 
solutions

• Attendees’ top three reasons for going:
• To enhance their professional skills/knowledge about current 

solutions
• To network with other users
• To interact with current solutions and services providers



What Happens at COLLABORATE?
• Share functional, technical and 

industry-specific knowledge with other 
Oracle and other users and partners

• Oracle presents roadmaps and support 
sessions 

• Users and partners take certification 
tests, access workshops and 
experience hands-on labs

• Review partner offerings in the Exhibit 
Hall

• Lots of parties and receptions for 
professional networking…and fun!



Content Organization: Tracks/Smart Tracks
1. ANALYTICS, BI, AND BIG DATA
2. CX CLOUD
3. E-BUSINESS SUITE (EBS)
4. EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
5. EPM CLOUD
6. ERP CLOUD
7. DATABASE
8. DATABASE CLOUD
9. DEVOPS, DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOY
10. HCM CLOUD
11. MIDDLEWARE AND INTEGRATION TOOLS
12. ON-PREM EPM / HYPERION
13. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
14. SCM CLOUD

A FULL LIST OF SMART 
TRACKS IS AVAILABLE 

HERE:

https://collaborate.oatug.org/
education/tracks

https://collaborate.oatug.org/education/tracks


Hot Topics (Qualitative)
• EBS Track

• EBS Lift and Shift to Oracle Cloud Infrastructure (OCI)
• ERP Roadmap Options
• How to Manage and Migrate Customizations for Oracle E-Business Suite 12.2
• Oracle E-Business Suite 12.2 Performance Tuning
• R12.2.8 Upgrade or Cloud – Decisions

• Analytics, BI and Big Data Track 
• Oracle Analytics Cloud (OAC)

• Professional Development Track
• Digital Transformation: Where Do You See Yourself in Five Years? 

• All Cloud Tracks
• Cloud Migration and Enterprise Transformation Case Studies

• All Tracks 
• Enterprise Data Management and Governance Systemic Processes

• Devops, Development and Deploy Track
• APEX
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How Do You Apply to Speak?

• Go to the COLLABORATE 20 website
https://collaborate.oatug.org

• View the “Present” tab

• Click on https://secure1.meetingexp.com/COLLABORATE20/proposals

• Develop a clever title, abstract, and three learning objectives

https://collaborate.oatug.org/
https://secure1.meetingexp.com/COLLABORATE20/proposals


Dates & Deadlines

• 11:59 pm EDT October 11, 2019: Call for Presentations 
closes

• Week of November 20, 2019: Accepted presenters are 
notified

• 11:59 pm EST February 28, 2020: All presentation 
materials including PowerPoints and PowerPoints with 
notes are due (OATUG PowerPoint template is provided)



Paper Selection Process

• OATUG members vote on proposals

• Attendee historical data is used to ascertain how many 
sessions can be selected for a particular smart track

• Last year OATUG educational sessions had an average 
rating of 4.3 (with 5.0 being best)

• OATUG track leads use the proposal rating (based on 
votes) and their comprehensive knowledge to build the 
agenda



Selection Benefits and Next Steps

• If you’re accepted, a PowerPoint isn’t due until February 28, 
2020!

• If you’re accepted, Users/Exhibiting Partners receive 
complimentary registration to COLLABORATE (a $1,600 –
$2,000 value)

• Non-Exhibiting Partners (Consultants) receive deeply 
discounted registration ($299.99)
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Tips & Tricks: Submit On Multiple Topics



Tips & Tricks: Create a Catchy Title

1. Address your specific audience

2. Highlight the specific benefit or outcome

3. Highlight the specific pain to avoid

4. Create curiosity

5. Add urgency

For more details on this and fun 
headline formulas, go to: 

https://www.powtoon.com/blog/
91-headline-formulas/#

https://www.powtoon.com/blog/91-headline-formulas/
https://www.powtoon.com/blog/91-headline-formulas/


Tips & Tricks: Learning Objectives Matter!

• Statements that describe 
what the learner will gain 
from participating in the 
presentation, with an 
emphasis is on what the 
learner will do, not what 
the presenter will do

• Address the learner’s 
actions and are:

• Observable
• Measurable
• Done by learners

For more details on this and helpful 
learning objective pointers, go to: 

https://velvetchainsaw.com/2010/03/19/d
o-conference-session-learning-

objectives-really-matter/

https://velvetchainsaw.com/2010/03/19/do-conference-session-learning-objectives-really-matter/


Tips & Tricks: Customer Case Studies are Key

• A case study is a written account of a real customer's 
experience with your business

• Describes the customer’s success thanks to your product or 
service

• Typically includes the problem the customer was facing 
before they used your product or service, and how you 
helped overcome that problem

• More helpful information provided here: 
https://learn.g2.com/case-study

https://learn.g2.com/case-study


Tips & Tricks: Customer as Primary Presenter

• Your customer doesn’t get the free 
conference pass unless they’re the 
presenter

• We don’t have an “official” statistic, 
but we know qualitatively that 
customer-led presentations get 
higher attendance and selection

• We know it can be scary to release 
“official” control of your 
presentation, so make sure to 
coordinate and schedule practice 
runs!



Things to Avoid

• Creating a title or abstract that is “sales-y” in nature – attendees 
want to learn!!!

• If you are an associate or exhibiting company, leave your 
company name out of the title, abstract, and objectives or your 
presentation will be rejected!

• Run spellcheck and grammar check

• Make sure your session is in the proper Track/SmartTrack

• Run a plagiarism checker
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Questions?

Presenter Contacts

Mike Jones
mjones@oatug.org

Kirby Lunger
kirby.lunger@performancearchitects.com

Analytics, BI and 
Big Data SIG Resources

LinkedIn Group

Twitter

Website

mailto:mjones@oatug.org
mailto:kirby.lunger@performancearchitects.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/5070991
https://twitter.com/AnalyticsBISIG
http://analytics.communities.oaug.org/

