SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES
LEAD TOGETHER – Our Voice, Our Value, Our Impact

	                						Meeting Date:  May 19, 2026
    							Location:            Virtual Zoom                            
 							Start Time:        6:45 P.M.  (EST) 
 							Meeting:            7:00 P.M.  (EST) 

Present:  President Kathleen Noel, Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint, Treasurer Dr. Heidi Maloni, Secretary Dr. Marysanta Bigony, Faculty Counselor Dr. Sandra O’Brien, Victoria Lowe, Dr. Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Barbara Gillman Lamping, Dr. Agnew Burkhard, Lorraine Huber
Excused:  Dr. Susan Macyko
       	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:   7:04 P.M. by Kathleen Noel, President
                                                  Attendees noted a quorum was present.

II. MEDITATION:  Life runs on 6 strings (taken from the Eric Church’s commencement speech from the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill)
                                                                                                             Heidi Maloni 	         
III. [bookmark: _Hlk145679696]MINUTES Meeting April 21, 2026:  Motion to accept by Dr. Agnes Burkhard, second by Dr. Heidi Maloni; no one opposed

IV. NEW BUSINESS:
A. State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean 
1. Unable to attend.  Tabled to next meeting.

B. 2025-2026 Sigma Kappa Annual Report
1. Annual Report due to headquarters by August 25, 2026. 
2. Will be assembled by President Kathleen Noel and Treasurer Heidi Maloni.  This is a Requirement for consideration for 2005-2007 Key Award Application. 

C. 2025-2007 Key Award Application
1.  Suggestion from Dr. Agnes Burkhard to use the application from 2023-2025 to set-up our own document to collect the information and when the 2025-2027 application opens we can copy the information from our form to the application. 
2. Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint volunteered to serve on the committee to work on this. 
a.          Motion by Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint to form an ad hoc committee to document last year’s activities; 2nd by Dr. Eileen Caulfield. 
              (1)       Discussion of the deliverable date for the work of the committee. 
              (2)       Dr. Burkhard suggested an amendment to form the committee tonight and that the committee provide their plan by June 16th. 
               (3)          Amendment accepted by maker and second of the original motion.  Motion passed.
3. Committee composed of Deborah Jolissaint (chair), Eileen Caulfield, Agnes Burkhard, Sandra O’Brien, and Kathleen Noel.

D. 2026 CSON Pinning 
1. Occurred in the Crypt Church in the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception.  
2. President Kilpatrick and his wife and Mr. William Conway were present as were Kappa members of the Kappa Leadership Team who contributed and attended this Ceremony.

V. OLD BUSINESS:
	A.        2026 Kappa Annual Meeting    April 29, 2026
1. Meeting held as planned.
2. 35 attendees (32 in person, 3 via Zoom); 4 student no shows per President Noel, Dr. O’Brien believes all students attended.  President Kathleen Noel noted that not everyone signed in.  She will double check the attendance.
3. Speake was Dr. Janet Selway, DNSc, AGNP-C, CPNP-PC, FAANP, FAANN.
4. Occurred at Maloney Hall in the Busch School of Business for the Meeting and Educational Program on Wednesday April 29, 2025. 
5. Catering was by Zest Catering.  There were issues with the catering that President Kathleen Noel brought to their attention and expects to received a reduction in our cost.
6. Donations from Members received to cover students attending.
7. Received $1,044 in payments for the dinner.
8. Suggestion from Dr. Agnes Burkhard that we only charge for those in attendance to cover the cost of the dinner and not charge those attending by Zoom as it may be impacting attendance. 
a. President Kathleen Noel noted that we only charged Zoom     attendees $15. 
b. Suggestion from Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint that we only charge Zoom attendees if there are CEUs. 
9. Dr. Agnes Burkhard noted the distractions from students and others walking through the space and suggests we look at another space next year.  
a.           Others also noted the difficulty of the distractions and suggested finding another space. 
b.          There are concerns with having food in the classrooms in Conway.
c.           Suggestion to reach out to Conference Services to ask them what   would be the best options. 
d.          Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint suggested the committee be formed at the Transition Meeting and begin work in September to secure a space and plan the event. 
e.          Dr. Eileen Caulfield suggested considering moving the date to March or earlier in April to move away from end of semester celebrations and events. 
f.           Dr. Heidi Maloni noted we need to have the final slate of officers ready and voting completed before the annual meeting.

B. Kappa Induction was held May 14, 2026 in CSON Rossi Auditorium at 1:00 P.M.
1. Ann Marie Brooks, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN, spoke on “Joy”. 
2. Twenty-nine (29) Accepted with one unable to attend due to illness and was inducted on Saturday, May 16, 2026.
3. Cookies and brownies, chips, and flavored water was provided.  Later, cookies and brownies to CSON faculty; plates, napkins, cups, chips, and flavored water for future Kappa Events or donations.
4. Programs designed by Eileen Caulfield.  100 Programs to Staples by Kathleen Noel for printing.
5. New Member Orientations with Sandra O’Brien and Kathleen Noel was on Monday April 27 and May 4, 2026 at 5:30 PM
6. Dr. Heidi Maloni shared a suggestion from Anna Alt-White to offer Dr. Brooks an orchid since she declines an honorarium and to cover the cost of her transportation. 
a.  Vice-President Jolissaint is checking with Sharon Weinstein to find the best time to surprise Dr. AnnMarie Brooks with the orchid. 
b.  There were also suggestions to revisit naming the research award for her.   
c.  MOTION:  Dr. Agnes Burkhard moved that the new active member research/practice improvement grant be named the Ann Marie Brooks Research and Practice Improvement Grant; second by Dr. Maloni. Motion passed.
7. Dr. Heidi Maloni noted most of the food was not eaten and asked what could be done in the future.  This will be considered by the Planning Committee for next year’s Induction.  President Kathleen Noel noted this has been an issue for the past several years.

C. Support Nurses Before, During, and after a Disaster
1. Sigma's new, free program, Disaster to Recovery: Prioritizing Nurse Wellbeing, provides practical, evidence-based tools to help you navigate high-stress situations with confidence.
2. Created in collaboration with Johnson & Johnson, and with additional support from the J&J Foundation, this interactive learning experience offers real-world techniques, peer support models, and recovery strategies that extend beyond the crisis itself. 
3. Registration is free.  E-mail forwarded to all Kappa Leadership Team Members by President Kathleen Noel on May 15.  As per President Noel it is open to all members.  Dr. Marysanta Bigony asked that it be sent to all Kappa members.
4. Dr. Agnes Burkhard noted there is nothing on the Sigma website about this program.  She will look at the email sent by President Noel.
5. The title is: “Forward Inservice: Disaster Strong”. 

	


D. 2026 Tri-State Conference
1.          Scheduled for October 18, 2026 at the University of Delaware in person attendance.
2.          Topic is Celebrating a Legacy of Excellence: 40 years of Advancing Nursing Scholarship, Research, and Education
3.          Format to be determined.  Luke Davis, Sigma Chief Executive Officer will be attending. 
4.          May Planning Meeting was held May12, 2026 and June Meeting on June 9, 2026.  The July meeting will be on July 7, 2026.
5.          Notice to CSON students interested in attending will go out in September.
6.          The contribution from Kappa Chapter and the number of students to attend will be discussed at the next Kappa Leadership meeting.  Last year Kappa covered attendance for four undergraduate students.  Dr. Maloni noted the Finance Committee feels it’s more important to send students to Tri-State/Sigma events than to SNA events.

E.      Sigma Nurse Learning Exchange
1. Grow. Lead. Thrive.  The Nurse Learning Exchange is the first Johnson and Johnson funded project to assist members “to help you unlock your potential, boost your confidence, and earn contact hours—all with FREE, high-quality courses that meet you where you are in your career.  Thanks to support from Johnson & Johnson, you now have access to a powerful collection of learning designed just for nurses like you.”

F. Nurse Leader Challenge Continues 
1.          The Leadership Team is again encouraged to contribute to the Challenge with new Potential Candidates for Nurse Leaders.  An area that needs work for the future 2025-2027 Key Award Submission.
2.          Suggestion from Dr. Eileen Caulfield that in recognizing the nominee as a Nurse Leader, it does not seem right to ask them to pay for their own award of recognition.  
a.	She recommends considering paying for the first year of membership for the nominee.  
b.          Victoria Lowe agrees with this recommendation and believes it would help to encourage people to accept the nomination of Kappa covers the first year, as those she knows are very busy and may not be able to join an organization that expects service and payment. 
c.          Motion by Vice-President Jolissaint that the Finance Committee evaluate the possibility of Kappa paying the first year of dues for three (3) new Nurse Leader nominees (approx. $160); 2nd by Dr. Heidi Maloni.  Motion passed with 1 opposed.
3.          Dr. Sandra O’Brien shared those points for Nurse Leaders for the Kay Award are presently: 
              1-5 nurse leaders = 1 point 
              6-10 nurse leaders = 2 points 
              11-19 nurse leaders = 3 points 
              20 or more members = 4 points
4.          Dr. Eileen Caulfield on behalf of the Leadership Committee thanked everyone for supporting this.

VI. PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. Annual Meeting on April 29, 2026 Speaker was Janet Selway, DNSc, AGBP-C, CPNP-PC, FAANP, FAAN.
2. Speaker for Kappa Induction May 14, 2026 was Ann Marie Brooks, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN.
3. Helene Clark Literary Award first prize went to Naomi Lares with The Quiet Work of Caring; second prize to Arsema-Tsegaye More Than Care:  The Value of Nursing and third prize to Madelyn Smith Who Am I doing this For.  Prizes awarded at the Kappa Annual Meeting on April 29, 2029. 

B. Governance Committee:  Angela Cooper, Victoria Lowe and Sandra O’Brien
1. Report provided by Dr. Agnes Burkhard.
2.          Committee Status:  Faculty Counselor is a member of the committee.
              Membership will change with the Committee retirement of Dr. Sandra O’Brien and adding Dr. Rebecca Robert and Dr. Brittany Feijoo on July 1, 2025.
3.          Kappa Charitable Endeavor – Heidi Maloni, Lorraine Huber, Agnes Burkhard
a.          St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families administered by the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul located in Hyattsville, MD. within the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington. Have received about $500 as of the annual meeting.
b.          Donations in the name of Kappa Chapter can be made on Amazon until end of May.  

C. Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, and Barbara Gillman Lamping
1. Nothing new to report; committee did not meet this month.
2. President Kathleen Noel noted that we now have 216 members with addition of new students (69.3% retention rate)

D. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. Requested everyone with expenses please send the receipts in order for reimbursement to be processed.
2. Finance Committee met May 18, 2026 and needs the following before the next Finance Committee meeting on June 8, 2026:
a.          What do the Kappa members want as budget priorities?
b.          What does the CSON want as budget items?  Dr. Maloni requested Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint and Dr. Eileen Caulfield meet with the Dean to discuss this before June 8, 2026.
c.          What does the Faculty Counselor see as priorities?  (e.g.) Conference attendance; Bagels/snacks for students; NCLEX-RN reviews
d. Do we want to continue to fund programs we have not spent money on in 3 years?
(1)         Community service
(2)         Education offering at Induction (this is separate from the Honorarium)
(3)        Summer Residency – Per Dr. Sandra O’Brien, CSON does not have a summer residency; but the Graduate Program has 3 milestones and would appreciate if Kappa could help provide refreshments for the approximately 10 students who attend.
(4)        Washington Regional Nursing Conference
(5)        Sigma Healthy Workplace
(6)        Rising Stars – Per Pres. Noel this will be in 2027
(7)         STTI Leadership Connection – Per President Noel, Headquarters decided for 2025 it would be free, so there were no expenses.
3. Requests for any funding for the 2026-2027 Kappa Budget to be forwarded to Dr. Heidi Maloni prior to June 8, 2025 Finance Committee Meeting.    
4. Dr. Maloni will send on line items to all of the Leadership Team.

G.         Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White – not in attendance

H.         Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1.          2026 Kappa Induction May 14, 2026     See 5 B 
2.	Next Blessing of the Hands for the ABSN Program is August 4, 2026.  The location not yet established.

I.  Ad-Hoc Health and Climate:  Susan Macyko, Mackenzie Costello 
1. Members not in attendance

J.	Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1.          All 2026 Application Cycle and new Program dates will be set at the Transition Meeting.
2.           Information went to all members by emails and on Facebook for the new grant.  Dr. Agnes Burkhard has been approached by two (2) parties.  We need to continue to advertise this.  Applications are due by August 31, 2026. 
3.          There is a need an additional DNP reviewer for the committee for both the new grant and the Doctoral Grant.
4.          Concerns with applications from doctoral students.  Dr. Burkhard is exploring an exemplar to better explain to students the information needed for their application.

K.  Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas – not in attendance

L. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing
1. Margaret Maline, NSNA President and Jamie Mersel, NSNA Vice-President have both graduated.  Looking forward to new leaders in these roles in the fall.

M.   Student Intern 2026-2027:  No report. Representative needed for the new academic year.
VII. TRANSITION MEETING:  Discussion of Zoom vs. in-person.  Noted it would need to at least be hybrid because of committee members outside of the DC area. 
President Noel noted this is a longer meeting than the regular meeting with a break in the middle.  Requested that everyone look at calendars and come to a decision at the June 16, 2026 Meeting. 
Dr. Eileen Caulfield asked that the meeting date be established before June 16, 2026. 
Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint will send an email to determine if the majority of attendees are available to meet in July.  Dr. Caulfield suggested a Friday afternoon instead of a Sunday.  Meeting was adjourned with plan to send a poll with options for July and August dates.

VIII. ADJOURMENT:  8:39 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next Kappa monthly zoom meeting will be on June 16, 2026, with conversation at 6:45 P.M. and meeting at 7:00 P.M. 
			            Date for the 2026-2027 Transition Meeting to be discussed and 
                                       determined.
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