SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES
LEAD TOGETHER – Our Voice, Our Value, Our Impact

	                						Meeting Date:  April 21, 2026
    							Location:            Virtual Zoom                            
 							Start Time:        6:45 P.M.  (EST) 
 							Meeting:            7:00 P.M.  (EST) 

Present:  President Kathleen Noel; Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint, Treasurer Dr. Heidi Maloni; Secretary Dr. Marysanta Bigony, Dr. Sandra O’Brien, Angela Cooper, Victoria Lowe, Dr. Eileen Caulfield, Dr. Susan Macyko and Lorraine Huber.  

       	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:04 P.M. by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  Attitudes of Gratitude:  How to give and receive joy every day of           your life by M. J. Ryan             Victoria Lowe	         
             
III. [bookmark: _Hlk145679696]MINUTES Meeting February 17, 2026 and March 17, 2026
A. Minutes of February 17, 2026:  Motion Approved by Dr. Eileen Caulfield; 2nd by Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint; approved by Leadership Team.
1. Attendance to February 17 Minutes to be added here:  Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jolissaint, Heidi Maloni, Marysanta Bigony, Sandra O’Brien, Angela Cooper, Victoria Lowe, Eileen Caulfield, Susan Macyko, Agnes Burkhard, and Lorraine Huber 
B. Minutes of March 17, 2026:  Motion Approve by Dr. Eileen Caulfield; 2nd by Vice-President Deborah Jolissaint; approved by Leadership Team

IV. NEW BUSINESS:
A. State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean - deferred

B. Blessing of the Hands	April 7, 2026     
1. Was held for the Accelerated BSN Program students in St. Vincent de Paul Chapel on Campus.
2. Approximately 30 ABSN students were present with their family, guests, and faculty.
3. The Ceremony blessing was performed by Rev. Maximo Stock, S.S.J.
4. Ceremony starting late due to the Chapel being locked.

V. OLD BUSINESS:
A.         Annual Meeting 
1. Responses to date:  25 in person (2 are graduate students); 4 on zoom.
a. Waiting to hear from three of the five Founder’s Awardees and the one of the Helene Clark Literary Award recipients.
b. In addition to the notice sent from CSON, Dr. Eileen Caulfield also sent the notice to the traditional BSN students and offered the possibility of scholarships.
2. Place:  Maloney Hall Reception Lobby in the Busch School of Business for the Meeting and Educational Program is on Wednesday April 29, 2025. 
a. Starts at 5:00 P.M.
3. Dr. Janet Selway, DNSc, AGNP-C, CPNP-PC, FAANP, FAANN is considering as our speaker for the Educational Program.
4. Zest Catering 
a. Team decided on Pasta Primavera and gluten-free chicken as in 2025 with Caesar salad, rolls, vegetable and flavored water.  President Noel will provide final headcount to caterer on Monday, April 27, 2026.	
b. The donation of $35.00.
c. Kappa Members will be asked to contribute to the donation for the students to attend.
d. Kathleen Noel contacted Zest Catering of our Menu Selection.
e. Update with RSVP for the Annual Meeting
5. AV/Zoom Set-up
a. Dr. Sandra O’Brien made AV arrangements and coordinated CUA Zoom set-up for meeting.  She has contacted them twice to verify set-up and there will not be a repeat of the issues from last year.
6. Parking:  Reminder to contact the Parking Office (202-319-6624) to request parking ($10).
7. President Noel will have copies of the agenda and sign-in sheets
8. Vice-President Jolissaint will have the speaker’s bio information to introduce her.  She will follow-up with the speaker to see if she has any AV needs.
a.  The speaker paid for her dinner.  The Treasurer will give this money back to her with her honorarium
9. Flyer/Program and Invitations to Faculty, Students and Guests    
a. President Kathleen Noel assembled the flyer and Program.
b. Dr. Sudin Thomas distributed the flyer to Kappa Membership every two weeks via email.
c. Dr. Sandra O’Brien provided the flyer to the appropriate CSON contacts for distribution to faculty and students.
10. Each Chairman or representative to present report and forward a
signed and dated copy for records.
11. Volunteers for set-Up/Take Down
Heidi Maloney, Sandra O’Brien. Deborah Jolissaint, Agnes Burkhard, Eileen Caulfield, Kathleen Noel and Susan Macyko will be volunteering. Please arrive by 4:15 P.M. for set-up.

C. Kappa Induction                                           Sandra O’Brien
1. The Induction is on Thursday May 14, 2026 in CSON Rossi Auditorium at 1:00 P.M.  Noted that the BSN pinning is in the morning
2. To date, twenty-eight have accepted; awaiting word from a possible 29th. No graduate students or nurse leaders are joining this year.  Expected in attendance are 102 new members and guests, in addition to current Kappa members with projected total attendance 130.
3. Catering:  A discussion of the options occurred.  A decision was to have cookies/similar items and bottled water/drinks; Treasurer Maloni advised there are sufficient funds for cookies/brownies, water, and flavored water.  It was noted many prefer the flavored bottled water.
4. Programs:
1. The Template is available from last year.  President Noel will update it and have it printed at Staples.
2. Dr. Caulfield offered to assist with putting the names in the program.
5. Speaker is Dr. Anne Marie Brooks, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN
6. Dr. O’Brien will print the name badges with Kathleen Noel assembling the template for the badges.
7. Cords: Pres. Kathleen Noel reported they have been ordered and we have enough for 29 inductees.
8. Volunteers for Set-Up, Sign-IN, Assembly, Participants in the Ceremony, Take-Down are Kathleen Noel; Sandra O’Brien, Deborah Jolissaint, and Susan Macyko.
1. Reading of New Inductees Names:  Dr. Susan Macyko
2. Book signing: VP Jolissaint
3. Preparing slides: Pres. Noel and Dr. O’Brien
4. Lining up inductees: Pres. Noel
5. Faculty attendance: Dr. O’Brien to send a request to faculty to ask if they are attending so that seats can be reserved
6. Reception: Dr. O’Brien submitted request for tables to be set-up for refreshments
9. Received a donation to cover the induction costs for a student who is unable to afford the costs. Dr. O’Brien is following up on the process for the student to submit their information to accept the invitation for induction. She is waiting for information from the faculty. Dr. O’Brien will provide Dr. Caulfield with the information needed and the name of the student. Dr. Caulfield will follow-up.
10. New Member Orientations:  Monday April 27 and May 4, 2026 at 5:30 PM via Zoom led by Pres. Noel and Dr. O’Brien. Inductees must attend one session or make arrangements with Dr. O’Brien to complete orientation.

D. Research or project grant opportunities available from Sigma.  
	

	1. Your scholarship strengthens nursing leaders everywhere and transforms global healthcare—one breakthrough at a time.  Applications are due by 1 May .
2. American Nurses Credentialing Center Evidence-Based-Practice Implementation Grant, US $20,000
3. Dr. Martha Pitel Global Nursing Research Grant, up to US $10,000Dr. Patricia E. Thompson Global Nursing Research Grant, up to US $10,000
4. Sigma Foundation for Nursing Latin America/Caribbean Nursing Research Grant, up to US $5,000
5. Joan K. Stout, RN, Research Grant, up to US $5,000
6.    Dr. Hasnah Banjar Nursing Research Grant (NEW), up to US $2,5001
E.         Discussion of: Support Nurses Before, During, and after a Disaster
1.          Sigma's new, free program, Disaster to Recovery: Prioritizing Nurse Wellbeing, provides practical, evidence-based tools to help you navigate high-stress situations with confidence.
2. Created in collaboration with Johnson & Johnson, and with additional support from the J&J Foundation, this interactive learning experience offers real-world techniques, peer support models, and recovery strategies that extend beyond the crisis itself. 
3. Registration is free.


	


F.	2026 Tri-State Conference
1. Scheduled for October 18, 2026 at the University of Delaware in person attendance.
2. Topic:  Celebrating a Legacy of Excellence: 40 years of Advancing Nursing Scholarship, Research, and Education
3. Format to be determined.  Luke Davis, Sigma Chief Executive Officer will be attending. 
4. March Planning Meeting was March 3, 2026; next meeting is April 14, 2026.

G.          Resume Writing		
1.        Distributed the Goggle Form for Volunteer Kappa Members needed to assist CSON students with their resumes by Marysanta Bigony.  Sudin Thomas placed on Kappa e-mail. 
2.        Have not received any more responses or requests from students and advisors for assistance. 

H.          Sigma Nurse Learning Exchange (re-occurring)
1. Grow. Lead. Thrive.  The Nurse Learning Exchange is here to help you unlock your potential, boost your confidence, and earn contact hours—all with FREE, high-quality courses that meet you where you are in your career.  Thanks to support from Johnson & Johnson, you now have access to a powerful collection of learning designed just for nurses like you.

  I.           Nurse Leader Challenge Continues (re-occurring)
1. The Leadership Team is again encouraged to contribute to the Challenge with new Potential Candidates for Nurse Leaders.  An area that needs work for the future 2025-2027 Key Award Submission.

VI. PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. Update Speaker for the Annual Meeting on April 29, 2026 is Janet Selway, DNSc, AGBP-C, CPNP-PC, FAANP, FAAN.
2. Update Speaker for Kappa Induction on May 14, 2026 is Ann Marie Brooks, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN.
3. There are five submissions for the Helene Clark Literary Award to date.  The submissions will be judged by Deborah Jolissaint, Sandra O’Brien and Kathleen Noel at the end of the month.  Deborah Jolissaint will notify the top three submissions. 

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Member Needed
1. Request for volunteer was noted in the November and December Sigma Update.  No response continues to date.

C. Governance Committee:  Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman (resigned), Victoria Lowe and Sandra O’Brien
1. Committee Status 
2. Kappa Charitable Endeavor – Heidi Maloni, Lorraine Huber, Agnes Burkhard
a. Donations went to St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families administered by the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul located in Hyattsville, MD. within the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington.
b. Donations in the name of Kappa Chapter can be made on Amazon until April 1, 2026. 
c. This Charitable Endeavor will be extended for donations.
3. 2025-2027 STTI and Kappa Chapter By-Laws
a.      By-laws amendments approved during the 2025 House of Delegates did not affect chapter bylaws, so chapters will NOT be required to submit bylaws this year. 
b. Submissions of the 2023-2025 chapter by-laws have automatically rolled over – no action needed from you! We hope this gives you valuable time and space to focus on your members, programming, and strategic priorities.
c. Both 2025–2027 International By-laws and 2025-2027 Chapter By-laws are available for your review in the All Chapter Officers Workgroup and chapter by-laws submissions can be downloaded directly from the Chapter Management System.
4. 2026 Kappa Induction for May 14, 2026          Sandra O’Brien
a. See V. C.

D. Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, and Barbara Gillman Lamping
1. Career Roundtable March 16, 2026 was supported by Kappa Chapter.
a. Thirty-eight students were in attendance to talk to nurses, have mock interview and have picture taken for interviews.
b. Kappa Chapter provided an information table and donated the food and beverages.
2. Planning for future contact with CSON students.        
3. Leadership Committee contacted 2025 Inductees and 2024 Inductees Inactive.  No responses were obtained from the survey.
4. Current Membership status:  216 members; 72.16% retention in 2025.
5. Candidates for 2026-2028 Kappa Ballot were obtained by Abby Vallorroya and Barbara Gillman Lamping.  Ballots were open from April 13 to April 27, 2026.
a.  Induction of elected new Leadership Team will occur at the 2026 Kappa Annual Meeting in-person or on zoom. 

E. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. Next Finance Committee Meeting will be in May or June.
2. The Finance Committee will discuss the 2026-2027 Kappa Budget and later present it to the Kappa Leadership Team.  Motion for further discussion in June, first by Angela Cooper and second by Deborah Jolissaint with approval of the Leadership Team.
3. Chapter Fee was sent to Headquarters (March 15).
4. Donation for 2026 NSNA Convention from April 7-11, 2026 was forwarded to Elena Forbes, Director of Advancement CSON.  Each representative received an additional check for $500.00. 
5. A Kappa Donation pf $760.00 to CSON Career Roundtable (March 16, 2026) will be forwarded when the Catering Invoice is received from Zest.
6. RSVP for Annual Meeting and Education Program is in progress for April 29, 2026.    

G.         Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White

H.         Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1.	 A Notice to CSON Students for 2025-2026 Student Interns was not accomplished.  Planning will be after the 2025-2027 Transition Meeting.
2.         Kappa Tables for Students; HESSI
3.         2026 Kappa Induction May 14, 2026      See V. C.
4.        Second Degree Student Induction will need future planning.

I.  Ad-Hoc Health and Climate:  Susan Macyko, Mackenzie Costello
1. Susan Macyko has been reviewing some of the webinars from Sigma.  Earth Day is coming up.

J.	Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1. The Reviewers did not have any successful candidates to receive the award for the Spring 2026 Application Cycle.

K.  Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
1. Update to the Kappa Annual Meeting and Kappa Induction were sent out.

L. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing
1. Margaret Maline, NSNA President and Jamie Mersel, NSNA Vice-President
attended the NSNA Convention April 7-11, 2026.
2. Both attended and Participated in Career Roundtable on April 13, 2026.

M.    Student Intern 2025-2026:  Representative Needed

ADJOURMENT:  8:54 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next Kappa monthly zoom meeting will be on April 21, 2026, with conversation at 6:45 P.M. and meeting at 7:00 P.M. 
                                      Annual Meeting and Educational Program is on April 29, 2026 from   5:00 to 8:00 P.M. in Maloney Hall.
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