SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING Minutes

	                						Meeting Date:  September 16, 2025
    							Location:            Virtual Zoom                            
 							Start Time:        6:45 P.M.  (EST) 
 							Meeting:            7:00 P.M.  (EST) 

Attendees:  Kathleen Noel; Deborah Jolissaint, Heidi Maloni, Sandra O’Brien, Dean Marie Nolan, Angela Cooper, Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Barbara Gillman Lamping, Agnes Burkhard, Mackenzie Costello, Susan Macyko, and Lorraine Huber
       	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:04 P.M. by Kathleen Noel, President 

II. MEDITATION:  Saint Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian, Martyrs  
                            My Catholic Life                    Sandra O’Brien
      
III. MINUTES Meeting July 26, 2025 (Transition Meeting):    
A. Minutes Approved.
Note:  The Transition Minutes will be placed on the Kappa website without Financial Data.  Information, if desired, can be obtained by contacting Heidi Maloni or Kathleen Noel.

[bookmark: _Hlk145679696] NEW BUSINESS
1. State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean
0. The largest undergraduate class was admitted with 155 students with high GPA.  
0. The Graduate NP Program has 10 students. 
0. CSON is sponsoring an AI Nursing Collaboratory on September 26, 2025.  This event is by invitation only.
0. Blessing of the Hands and White Coat Ceremony is on October 3, 2025 from 3:00-4:00 P.M. in the Crypt Church of the Basilica. 
0. CSON Open House will be on November 8, 225.

      OLD BUSINESS
A. 2025 Tri-State Conference
1. Will be held In-Person at University of Delaware on Sunday October 19, 2025 from 9:15 A.M.-2:15 P.M.
2. Topic:  Empowering Nurses:  Cultivating Resilience and Self-Care
3. Speakers are Athena Fernandez (Resilience) DNP, MSN, RN-BC, FACHE and Christina Gomez (Self-Care) MSN, RN, NI-BC, EBP, HTCP
4. CSON Student Attendance Support is Member $60 / Student, Retiree $55
a.	Sandra O’Brien will forward a notice to the CSON students for anyone desiring to attend.  The RSVP will be October 10, 2025.
b.   Kappa will cover the cost of three students.  Transportation will be available from Baltimore.
c.    A report from the student to the Kappa Leadership Team is required after attending.  
d.    Motion to add to the 2025-2026 Budget to provide the registration for Susan Macyko to the 2025 Tri-State Distinguished Lectureship was approved by the Leadership Team.  

B. 2024-2025 Key Award 
1. Notification on September 2, 2025 was received from Headquarters that Kappa Chapter will be receiving the Chapter Key Award on November 9, 2025 at the Biennium.
2. Additional notification on September 5, 2025 was received that Kappa Chapter was one of the top five submission and in the running for the Ethel Palmer Clarke Founders Award for Chapter Excellence.  This was Kappa’s third time in the top five submissions.

C. Upcoming Events
1. The CSON Reception with Dean Marie Nolan during Cardinal Weekend will be held on Friday October 17, 2025 from 3:30-5:00 PM in the Conway School of Nursing.
2. The 16th Annual McGinley-Rice Symposium will be held on October 23, 2025. Duquesne University School of Nursing.   The topic is “The Face of the Person Who Has Been Abused.”  Sister Rosemary Donley is Chair for this Symposium.

D. 48th Biennial Convention
1. New dates are November 8-11, 2025; previous was November 8-12, 2025. 
2. Early registration with $100 deducted from the fee is now September 17, 2025.
3. The 2025-2027 Biennial Candidates and Proposed By-Laws will be reviewed by Kathleen Noel and Deborah Jolissaint (Delegates) at the October 21 Kappa Leadership Meeting.

E. Nurse Leader Challenge Continues
1. The Leadership Team is again encouraged to continue to the Challenge with new Potential Candidates for Nurse Leaders.  This is an area that needs work for the future 2025-2027 Key Award Submission.

F. Policy and Procedure Manual                 Agnes Burkhard
1. Agnes Burkhard thanked everyone for their suggestions for additions and edits to the document.
2. The President-Elect language will be tabled at present.  

G.  2025-2026 Strategic Plan                      Kathleen Noel
1. The draft Governance Strategic Plan was reviewed.
2. The Leadership Strategic Plan will be submitted at a later date. 
3. The Research Strategic Plan was submitted.    

PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. For future planning an email from Ashley Scott, National Capital Chapter Alzheimer Association Program Manager was received on July 22, 2025. 
There are numerous Alzheimer Association Educational Presentations available for various groups if Kappa was interested.
a. The Team suggested possibly ethics and case studies.

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Member Needed
1. A request for a volunteer will be noted in the October Sigma Update.

C. Governance Committee:  Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman, Victoria Lowe and Sandra O’Brien
1. The Committee presented a draft Strategic Plan 2025-2026.
2. The Committee is seeking a better definition of volunteers’ hours for future planning. 
3. The 2025 Sigma Founders’ Day ion October 5, 2025.  Angela Cooper will put a flyer on the Circle to remind Kappa members to volunteer and provide us with the activity performed.

D. Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Barbara Gillman Lamping
1. Eileen Caulfield verbalized a Thank You to Kappa for the Welcome Back to the students and faculty on August 25, 2025.
2. Committee meetings were unable to be accomplished in August and September.  A meeting is scheduled for October 9, 2025.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk197947925]Strategic Plan 2025-2026 will be drafted by Abby Villarroya and Eileen Caulfield with goals such as a Town Hall, time management with freshman, mentorship. 
4. Will be contacting 2025 Inductees and 2024 Inductees Inactive.
5. Current Membership:  236 (36 Inactive as of July 1, 2025 (72.17% Retention in 2025) 
  
E. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. 2025-2026 Kappa Budget
a. Heidi Maloni reviewed, discussed elements and answered questions with the Budget.
b. Motion:  The 2025-2026 Kappa Budget will be accepted as presented.  Approved by Deborah Jolissaint and seconded by Eileen Caulfield with approval of the Leadership Team present.
2. Franklin-Templeton and Cambridge Accounts liquidated and placed in the TRUIST Checking Accounts.  Future action is exploring to a Money Market Account.
3. Insurances
0. No new action.

F. Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White

G. Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Kathleen Noel on August 25, 2025 “Welcomed Back” the students and faculty with treats.
2. Notice will be sent to CSON Students requesting candidates for the 2025-2026 Student Interns.
3. Emails will be forwarded requesting CSON students interested in attending the 2025 Tri-State Distinguished Lectureship and Brunch. 

H. 2025-2026 Research Committee Planning:  Agnes Burkhard
1. The Committee will need another DNP reviewer, Heidi Maloni is now a PhD reviewer.
2. There is a need to figure out implementation for the new grant.
3. Agnes Burkhard made a video to introduce the grant and give guidance on applications to make information more accessible.
4. See Research Committee Report September 16, 2025.
.
I. Ad-hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
1. The flyer the 2025 Tri-State Consortium Distinguished Lectureship was sent out.
2. The notice for Volunteer Service for Founders’ Day will be sent out.

J. Ad-hoc Climate and Health Committee:  Susan Macyko and Mackenzie Costello
1. Membership to be determined.
2. Request for additional members will be submitted at a later date in a Sigma Update.  

       ADJOURMENT:  8:38 P.M.

NEXT MEETING:  The next zoom meeting will be on October 21, 2025 at 6:45 P.M. with chat and 7:00 meeting.    

                                                 Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Noel, RN MS
For Marysanta D Bigony, PhD, RN, MSN, MA, PHCNS-BC, CCM, EMT-B
Secretary



Research Awards Committee Report
September 16, 2025

1. The Research Awards Committee met on 8/18/25.
1. In Attendees: Agnes Burkhard PhD, RN (Chair); Anna Alt-White PhD, RN, FAAN; Heidi Maloni PhD, ANP-BC, CNRN, MSCN.  Unable to Attend: Pat Kelly PhD, RN, FNP-BC, GNP-BC, FAAN; Terri Kapetanovic PhD, RN, CPHQ; Janice Zima DNP, FNP
1. Committee Membership
2. New PhD reviewer –Heidi Maloni.
2. New DNP reviewer – a replacement is being sought for our current vacancy. Kathleen Noel has been notified of this need. Please forward the names of prospective candidates to the Chair or Kathleen Noel. 
1. Goals for 2025-2026 
3. Continuing to evaluate and revise grant application processes as needed.
3. Seek to increase the number of grant applicants namely by the development of a video to introduce the grant, application process, and helpful hints.
3. Continue to promote opportunities for grantees to present their research/project to the Kappa membership.
3. Collaborate with the Program Committee to offer a research-focused education program with available CE credit.
3. Implement the new Research/Practice Improvement Grant for Kappa members in Spring 2026
1. Application Requirement for Spring 2026 subject to ongoing discussion:
4. Allow applicants with IRB applications under review to submit an application (rather than current eligibility requirement of already having IRB approval).
4. Discuss eligibility of Kappa members enrolled in other SONs or CUA education programs.
1. Doctoral Student Grant – Fall 2025 application cycle underway. Informational flyer sent to doctoral students on 9/10/25 by Samantha Gegori (CSON Admin. Asst. for Graduate Programs). A link was provided for the new Doctoral Student Grant Information Video – recorded and available for viewing on a private YouTube channel. Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBI__gikI_c
The video is 12 minutes long, and has had 27 views. As of 9/16/25, no requests have been received for application materials.  A reminder will be sent out to students next week.
	Fall 2025 Doctoral Student Research/Scholarly Project Grant Application Cycle

	Classes begin
	August 25, 2025

	Grant announcement email with flyer attachment to CSON for distribution.
	Week of August 31, 2025

	Informational video and application materials available
	Week of September 8, 2025

	Application due date
	October 10 2025

	Application review period
	October 13 – October 31, 2025

	Award recommendation to Kappa Leadership
	November 11, 2025

	Awardees notified of award
	November 14, 2025



1. Kappa Member Research/Project Improvement Grant – this new grant will be implemented in Spring 2026.
1. Education Program for Spring 2026 – group suggests planning a program like the 2025 which highlighted past grantee’s work.
Respectfully submitted,
Agnes Burkhard PhD, RN
Chair

2

