SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES

	                						Meeting Date:  April 22, 2025
    							Location:            Virtual Zoom                            
 							Start Time:         6:45 PM  (EST) 
 							Meeting:             7:00 PM  (EST) 

ATTENDANCE:  Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jolissaint, Heidi Maloni, Sandra O’Brien, Agnes Burkhard, Angela Cooper, and Lorraine Huber.
           	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:00 P.M. by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be to the Father for the death of Pope Francis      Susan Macyko and the Kappa Leadership Team

III. MINUTES Meeting March 18, 2025:  Approved    
[bookmark: _Hlk145679696]NEW BUSINESS
A. State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean
1. See Attached

OLD BUSINESS
A. Conway Leadership Seminar    April 8, 2025    5:30-7:30 P.M.
1.  The next Seminar was held on April 8, 2025 from 5:30-7:30 P.M. in Rossi Auditorium with Career Pathways and Lessons Learned Along the Way 
with three Chief Nursing Officers from Hopkins, Washington Hospital Center, Reston Hospital Center and faculty member, Mary Dixon, comprising the presenters.
2. Seven Kappa Members and one Sigma Member were in attendance.
Total attendance with CUA students, faculty/administrators and Sigma members was twenty-nine.

B.  Washington Regional Nursing Research Consortium (WRNRC) Doctoral Conference
1. The Conference was held on Saturday April 12, 2025 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Conway School of Nursing Rossi Auditorium.
2. The Keynote Speaker is Mary Wakefield, PhD, RN, FAAN, Visiting Distinguished Professor at Georgetown and the University of Texas at Austin; previous Acting the Head as the U.S. Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Services.
3. Eight Kappa Members were in attendance.
4. Kathleen Noel had contacted Dr. Janice Agazio regarding a donation to the Conference.  WRNRC is using their funds for this Conference.  They will be requesting donations from Sigma Chapters in the region in the future for their Conferences.	

C. 2025 Kappa Annual Meeting      April 10, 2025
1. The Meeting was In-Person or zoom in the Maloney Pavilion in the Busch School of Business.
2. Positive comments were given for Catering by Zest.  The Invoice for the catering was reasonable compared to the previous Caterer.  
3. The Keynote Speaker was Sharon Weinstein, MS, RN, CRNI-R, CSP, CVP, FACW, FAAN and CEO, SMW Group LLC, and Partner, Diagnostic Think LLC; Co-Chair, HBA Ambassador Learning Center (ALC); ANA Innovation Community Manager.  The Topic will be Bridging the Human Connection:  Elevating Current Nursing Practice (CE Provided with book signing and purchase available:  Healing Healthcare:  Evidence -Based 
Strategies to Mend Our Broken Systems. 
a. CE was provided from Wisconsin Nurses Association. 
b. The presentation was well received.
c. A Thank You email from Sharon Weinstein dated April 11, 2025 was read.    See Attached. 
4. Committee Chairs’ and Officers’ Reports were provided.  A signed and dated copied will be provided for the 2024-2025 Annual Record. 
5. Awards will be presented for Founders’ Day (5), the Helene Clark Literary Awards (4), Research Awards (3) and Student Guests Invitations.
6. Sudin Thomas provided the publicity on the Circle, email and social media.
7. Attendance registered In-person was twenty-eight with twenty-three actually attending with one no show and one transferring to zoom.  Students registering but not attending were three.  Zoom registration was nine with six in attendance.  Donations were received from Kappa Members to provide attendance at the Annual Meeting.

D. 73rd Annual National Student Nurses Association (NSNA) Convention
1. No donation was requested for the Convention held from April 9-13, 2025 in Seattle, Washington.  No CSON students were in attendance.

E. Sigma Volunteer Service (Volunteer Week)
1. Volunteer Service was cancelled for Saturday April 19, 2025 at the Maryland Food Bank (MFB).  
2. Alternative dates were reviewed.  June 14 and June 28 in the afternoon from 12 Noon to 2:30 PM were chosen.  A survey will be sent out to the membership for date and attendance by Kathleen Noel. 

F. 2025 Kappa Induction       May 15, 2025		Sandra O’Brien    
1. The Induction will be in the CSON Rossi Auditorium starting at 1:30 PM.  
2. To date, half have completed the formal invitation to be forwarded to Sandra O’Brien.  Candidates are thirty-one with a possible three more.
3. New Orientees’ Orientation will be on May 5 and 12, 2025 at 5:30 PM on zoom.
4. Food and refreshments will be from BJs.  Sandra O’Brien will obtain them.
5. The Induction Speaker will be Heidi Maloni, PhD, ANP-BC, CNRN, MSCN.

G. Nurse Leadership Challenge
1. The Leadership Team was again encouraged to contribute to the Challenge with new Potential Candidates for Nurse Leaders.  No new candidates have been obtained.

H. Kappa Survey
1. Only eight surveys had been returned.  Kathleen Noel again encouraged the Leadership Team to complete the Kappa Survey. 
                                       
PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1.	The CEs for the Annual Meeting was from the Wisconsin Nurses Association.  
2.	Heidi Maloni, PhD, ANP-BC, CNRN, MSCN, is the Keynote Speaker for the 2025 Kappa Induction.
	       3.	Helen Bandy, the Helen Clark Literary Awardee with I Was A Patient First, will be unable to attend the Kappa Induction.  A video was made of her reciting her narrative.

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Barbara Gillman Lamping
1. See VI. A.

C.	Governance Committee:  Agnes Burkhard, Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman, and Sandra O’Brien
1.	Agnes Burkhard announced that the Kappa Donative Drive would be for Sarah’s Hope Homeless Shelter (145 bed) in Baltimore.  Donations can be made through Amazon from April 10-May 15, 2025.  Weekly reminders will be sent out.
2.          Kappa Induction is on May 15, 2025 (Sandra O’Brien). 
a. See V. F.
3.          Volunteer Week Rescheduling    See V. E. 
4.	Zachary Brotzman opened up a new version of Goggle Forms for 2024-2025 Volunteering.

D.	Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Marysanta Bigony
1.	Kappa Election Results:
	Deborah Jolissaint – President Elect
Marysanta Bigony – Secretary
Heidi Maloni – Treasurer (Appointed 2024)
Eileen Caulfield – Leadership Committee (Appointed 2024)
Barbara Gillman Lamping – Leadership Committee Member
Victoria Lowe – Governance Committee Member
McKenzie Costello – Member-At-Large
Susan Macyko – Member-At-Large
2. The new Leadership Team was Inducted at the 2025 Kappa Annual Meeting on April 10, 2025.   Victoria Lowe and McKenzie Costello will be installed at a future meeting.     
3. Current Membership:  234 (12 Inactive as of April 1, 2025 (67.9% for 2024 and 60% for 2025) 

E.	Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1.	Updates are occurring with Franklin-Templeton Accounts and Cambridge Accounts.
2.	A Finance Committee Meeting will be in May.
3.            Suggestion for investigation from Cathleen Shannon was Vanguard and Capital One from Terri Kapetanovic. 

F. Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White

G. Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1.        2025 Kappa Induction    SEE V. F. 
2.        The next Information Tables was on March 24, 2025.

H.	Past Presidents’ Committee:  Sandra O’Brien
Not Operational

I. Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1.      The new Grant Application information and contract will be reviewed by the Research Committee.  
2.      Spring Research Awards were presented at the 2025 Annual Meeting on April 10, 2025 to Sandra Lopez, Michael Cameau and Lai Wong. 
3.      Agnes Burkhard asked each to review their section of the Policy and Procedure Manual for any updates or changes.  Sections would be sent out by May 1, 2025.  

J. Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
            			No report provided.

K. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing
1. Amelia Clemens - No report provided.
2. CSON Exams will occur the week of May 5th.  Pinning in the Crypt Church and Induction in Rossi Auditorium will occur on Thursday May 15, 2025.  Graduation is on Saturday May 17, 2025.  

L. Student Intern 2025:  Susan Macyko
1. No Update.

ADJOURMENT:  8:25 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next regular zoom meeting on May 20, 2025 starting at 6:45 P.M. Chat and 7:00 P.M. Meeting. 




Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Noel, RN 




THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
CONWAY SCHOOL OF NURSING
Dean’s Report to Sigma Kappa Chapter
April 22, 2025

1. CSON Spring Leadership Seminar:
Our thanks to Sigma for co-sponsoring this event.  The students enjoyed meeting the Chief Nursing Officers one on one prior to the panel discussion and hearing from them in the discussion.

1. CSON Board of Visitors Meeting
Special thanks to Kathleen Noel for her service on our CSON Board of Visitors.  We met in the afternoon of the Spring Leadership Seminar.  So, it was a busy day!  The Board provided advice on the proposed collaboration of the CSON and the National Catholic School of Social Services which is under consideration at this time to increase efficiencies and preserve resources.  A sub-committee of the University Academic Senate has been interviewing various stakeholder groups and will make a recommendation to the Academic Senate.  I will report back to Sigma after the Academic Senate vote on this in May to let you know the outcome.

1. Pinning Ceremony and Induction will both take place on Thursday May 15th.  My sincere thanks to Dr. Sandra O’Brien and Dr. Eileen Caulfield who have let our students know all about Sigma.  Thanks also to Kathleen Noel and all of the Sigma leadership for the wonderful educational session earlier this April and for all of the hard work that goes into planning for Induction.  Kappa chapter makes such an important contribution to the Conway School of Nursing.  I am grateful for all of your work to advance our mission.

1. Commencement will be Saturday, May 17th                                                                                                                                                                What is new is that all students will walk across the stage on the side steps of the Basilica.  It used to only be doctoral students who walked across the stage.  We love that now all our students will have the pleasure of walking across the stage and hearing their name read out.  There will still be receptions at the individual schools for parents and staff and faculty to celebrate with family.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie T. Nolan, PhD, RN, FAAN
Dean and Ordinary Professor



Thank you
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		Sharon Weinstein



	Apr 11, 2025, 6:46 PM
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		to me, Debby
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Dear Kathleen, Debby, and team
 
Thank you again for the incredible honor of presenting to the Kappa Chapter yesterday. What an inspiring group of professionals—and what a truly warm welcome you gave to both Steve and me. He’s still raving about the amazing energy and engagement of your members, faculty, and students!
 
On a personal note, I was so touched by the many LinkedIn connections that followed—it means the world. I’m excited to schedule that tour of the School of Nursing and continue the conversation.
 
Looking forward to seeing you again soon—and in Indianapolis!
 
 
 
Thanks for reaching out…
 
Sharon
Sharon M. Weinstein, MS, RN, CRNI-R®, CSP®, CVP, FACW, FAAN
Best Selling Author of Healing Healthcare
CEO, SMW Group LLC, and Partner, Diagnostic Think LLC 
Co-Chair, HBA Ambassador Learning Center (ALC)
ANA Innovation Community Manager
Phone: 240.204.2435      
Email: sharon@smwgroupllc.com
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