SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER TRANSITION MEETING

               			         Meeting Date:  July 20,2024
    						        Location:            In-Person & Virtual Zoom                            
 						        Start Time:         1:30 PM  (EST) 
 						        Meeting:             1:45 PM  (EST) 

Attendance:  Kathleen Noel, Heidi Maloni, Sandra O’Brien, Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, MarySanta Bigony, Irene Reyes, Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman, Anna Alt-White and Sudin Thomas
     	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  1:45 PM by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  The Prayer by Mary Maxwell
	
III. MINUTES Annual Meeting April 18, 2024 and June 18, 2024:  Approved.    
NEW BUSINESS
A. [bookmark: _Hlk145679696]Instillation Oath of Office to new Kappa Leadership:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Sandra O’Brien, Faculty Counselor, provided the Oath of Office to Zachary Brotzman, Marysanta Bigony and Beth Hardness.

B. Introduction of 2024-2025 Kappa Leadership Team
President:  Kathleen Noel
Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
Treasurer:  Heidi Maloni
Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
Governance Committee:  Brittany Feijoo (Chair), Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman, Sandra O’Brien
Leadership Committee:     Eileen Caulfield (Chair), Abby Villarroya, MarySanta Bigony
Student Intern:  Susan Macyko   

C. Community Leaders
1. Sigma has reviewed and approved Mackenzie Costello, MSN, FNP-C.
2. The Process of Application is in progress for Madeleine Caughey, FNP-BC.                          
	
OLD BUSINESS
A. Policy and Procedure Manual:  Kathleen Noel in the absence of Agnes Burkhard
1. An Addendum to the Manual was discussed.
Vote:  An Addendum can be added to the Policy and Procedure Manual with a vote by the majority of the Kappa Leadership Team.  
Amendment approved by the Leadership Team.   
2. The Policy and Procedure Manual was approved by the Leadership with   the addition of the Addendum Amendment.             

B. 2024-2025 Kappa Budget:  Heidi Maloni
1. The 2024-2025 Kappa Budget was reviewed by the Leadership Team.
2. A Motion for Approval was submitted by Sandra O’Brien and Heidi Maloni.  Full approval was received from the Leadership Team.

C. CSON Summer Camp July 15-19, 2024:  Eileen Caulfield
1. The Proposal for the Summer Camp was approved by the Provost, Aaron Dominguez, PhD, in November.
2. Forty-five applications were received with twenty-one attending.
3. Faculty was Dr. Eileen Caulfield, Dr. Sandra O’Brien, Dr. Jill Dombrowski, and Kim Walsh, MSN.  The D.C. Fire Department assisted with some of the training.
4. Kappa Leadership Members participated in a zoom Panel on July 17 concerning Nursing Practice Specialties.
5. The Camp was considered an academic success by the attendees.

D. 2023-2024 Annual Report for August 2024
1. The Leadership was encouraged to continue with the United National Sustainable Development Goals Worksheet to assist in the Sigma Annual Report. 
		
E.  Kappa Support Tri-State Consortium 
1. Next Planning Meeting is August 13, 2024.
2. The event is on Sunday October 20, 2024 at the University of Delaware, In-Person only from 9:30 A.M.-2:30 P.M.
3. Topic is Artificial Intelligence 
4. Speakers are:  
Mark Weisman, MD, MBA, CHCIO, CIO at Tidal Health - Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare:  A Clinical Perspective
George Demiris, PhD, FACMI, University of Pennsylvania – Artificial Intelligence and Nursing Trends and Opportunities
5. The Cost is $55 student/retiree and $60 Sigma members. 

F. STTI Kappa Annual Report:  Due August 7, 2024
1.  Kathleen Noel and Heidi Maloni are preparing the Annual Report. 

G. Kappa Expense Voucher 
1. Form was reviewed by the Leadership.  Its’ use is required for any financial expenses.

H. 2024-2025 Meditation/Prayer Sign-In
1. [bookmark: _Hlk177219602]Requests for the 2024-2025 Meditation/Prayer Sign-In were received.  April 10 and June 17 are still needed.

PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. Tabled the Discussion and Planning.

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  
1. A Member is needed.  Leadership Team asked to provide suggestions for an individual/s for this Committee.

C. Governance Committee:  Brittany Feijoo, Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman; (previous) Eileen Caulfield, Brittany Feijoo, Irene Reyes, Sandra O’Brien
1. 2023-2025 STTI and Kappa By-Laws
a. Committee had a Final Review prior to submission to Headquarters by August 7, 2024
2. Volunteerism will be continued to be noted from members. 
3. Areas under Committee discussion are a Book Drive; quarterly request for donations with the Little Sisters of the Poor; expanding Kappa presence with CSON Student Nurse Association; events such as donations to Cardinal Cupboard and Tepyac Clinic in Fairfax, Virginia.
4. The President asked the Committee to provide the day/dates of their Committee Meeting for the Kappa Calendar.

D. Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villaroya, Marysanta Bigony; (previous) Bonnie Benetato, Patricia McMullen, Terri Kapetanovic
1. Eileen Caulfield had a meeting with Bonnie Benetato concerning the Leadership Committee prior to the Transition Meeting.
2. Current Membership is 236 (2023 Inductees not renewing as of July 1, 2024 = 43).
3. Mentorship is an area for future discussion. 

E. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. 2024-2025 Kappa Budget (See V B.)
2. Papers for Verification of Authorized Signatories (Kathleen Noel and Heidi Maloni) were sent to Franklin-Templeton.  Awaiting a response from Franklin-Templeton.

F. Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White
1. Contributed to the 2024-2025 Kappa Budget.

G. Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Discussion and Planning:  Every other month table for the CSON students with treats and information from Kappa and more emphasis on the Freshman and Sophomore students through the Student Nurse Association. 

H. Past Presidents’ Committee:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Committee is not active.

I. Research Committee:  Kathleen Noel for Agnes Burkhard 
1. Discussion and Planning (See Research Committee Report Attachment page 5)
   
J. Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
1. Tabled for Discussion and Planning.
2. A possible Intern for assistance is needed.

K. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing

L. Student Intern 2024:  Susan Macyko
1. Tabled.

ADJOURMENT:  4:24 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next Kappa meeting will be on zoom on September 17, 2024 at 6:45 P.M. 















Kappa Research Award Committee
Report for Transition Meeting
July 20, 2024

1. The purpose of the Research Awards Committee is to promote scholarship and facilitate financial support of doctoral students in an equitable manner. The committee consists of a chairperson who coordinates committee activities and facilitates the grant application review process, and 4 PhD-prepared and 2 DNP-prepared nurses who serve as committee members and reviewers of grant applications.
2. The committee members/reviewers for 2024-25 include: 
a. Agnes Burkhard PhD, RN, PHNA-BC - Chair
b. Anna Alt-White PhD RN FAAN 
c. Nadine Lauer Camp DNP, APRN, CPNP-P
d. Terri Kapetanovic PhD, RN, CPHQ
e. Katherine Kelly PhD, RN, CPHQ
f. Patricia Kelley PhD, RN, FNP-BC, GNP-BC, FAANP, FAAN
g. Janice Zima DNP, CWS, FNP-C

3. Grant applications are accepted from CSON PhD and DNP students in both the Fall and Spring semesters. Kappa has historically awarded $2000/semester. Awardees are eligible for up to $1000.
Activities in 2023-24
· Participated in the Doctoral Student Town Hall Meeting in August 2023 to share information about the Kappa PhD dissertation and DNP scholarly project grants. 
· Facilitated the grant application, reviews, and award process for the Fall 23 and Spring 24 semesters.
·  For the Fall 2023 semester, there were 2 PhD applicants and 0 DNP applicants.  There were not any awards made in this application cycle based on applicant scores.  Subsequently, the Kappa Board of Directors and Leadership Team approved moving the available monies ($2000) to the Spring 2024 application cycle.
· For the Spring 2024 semester, there were 4 PhD applicants and 0 DNP applicants. There were 2 awards made for a total of $2000 made in this application cycle. (The $2000 made available by the lack of awards in the Fall 2023 semester were not utilized). 
· Revised and updated our committee’s processes and procedures with the approval of the Kappa Leadership Team. This included:
· Changing the name of our research/EBP “awards” to “grants” to better reflect the nature of these recognitions. 
· Changing the application requirements to include IRB approval (CUA or cooperating agency) in advance of submitting a grant application. 
· Hosted an education session on February 15, 2024 titled: “The Scholarship of Disasters and Planetary Health”. This program was presented by Dr. Mary Pat Couig and Dr. Roberta Lavin from the University of New Mexico School of Nursing’s Center for Health Equity and Preparedness. This educational program offered one CE credit for our members. This CE was approved by the Georgia Nurses Association. 

Planned Activities for 2024-25
1. Committee meetings every 3 months. Last meeting was on July 10, 2024.
2. Fill an anticipated PhD committee member/reviewer vacancy in January 2025
3. Organize 1-2 education programs, focused on research/ebp topics.  We plan to contact individuals who have received grants in past award cycles and have completed their research to serve as guest speakers. Ideally, we will apply for continuing education credit for both programs. We view these offerings an important Kappa member benefit. 
4. Pursue funding for a Kappa non-student member grant for scholarship. 
a. Note: A proposal and request for $1000 was submitted to the Finance Committee which recommended an initial funding of $500. At our 7/10/24 meeting, the committee deemed this reduced amount to be insufficient. We desire a minimum of $1000 to have parity with student grants.
5. Continue to revise and update the procedural content in the Kappa Procedure and Policy Manual, and grant application documents.
6. Continue to promote the grants among CSON students, in collaboration with the CSON Director of Doctoral Programs, with the aim of increasing the number and quality of applications. 

Respectfully submitted,
Agnes Burkhard PhD, RN, PHNA-BC
Committee Chair
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