SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING 
	                	              Meeting Date:  February 20, 2024
Location:          Virtual Zoom                            
Start Time:       6:45 PM  (EST) 
Meeting:           7:00 PM  (EST) 

Attendance:  Kathleen Noel, Lorraine Huber, Sandra O’Brien, Marie Nolan, Eileen Caulfield, Brittany Feijoo, Agnes Burkhard, Sudin Thomas and Anna Alt-White
       	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:01 PM by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  Tabled                                              
	
III. MINUTES November 21, 2023 (Revised Attachments) and January 16, 2024:  Approved    
NEW BUSINESS
A. [bookmark: _Hlk145679696]State of the Conway School of Nursing:  Marie Nolan, Dean
1. Eileen Caulfield reported a 95% NCLEX passing rate.
2. The Cardinal Tour including the new Conway School of Nursing Building for new students and current students occurred on February 10.  Applications have doubled and deposits are slightly up.
3. New faculty, Salame´ Loera, Clinical Assistant Professor.
4. Agreement signed with Ascension Health. 

B. 2024 Kappa Annual and Educational Meeting 
1. Date:  Thursday April 18, 2024 from 5:00-8:00 PM in Curley Hall
2. Catering:  Carved and Crafting Chartwells Catering at CUA 
a.    Menu selection with Taste of Italy and Homestead Spread reviewed.
b.    Due to a quorum not in attendance, an email for voting will be distributed to the Leadership Team requesting their selection.  The results to be provided at the March Meeting. 
3. Donation for Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk160030121]a.    A discussion for a donation of $30 or $35 for 2024 occurred.
[bookmark: _Hlk160030030]b.    Due to a quorum not in attendance, an email for voting will be distributed to the Leadership Team requesting their decision for a donation.  The results to be provided at the March Meeting. 
4. Speaker
a.    The Leadership was asked for any suggestions and to provide them to Deborah Jolissaint and Angela Cooper.
b.     Agnes Burkhard reminded the Leadership Team that for a CE from Georgia to be obtained paperwork needed to be completed prior to March 15, 2024.  

C. 2024 Kappa Induction              May 9, 2024
1. Location:  Gowan Auditorium
2. Inductees will be advised to report by 1:00 PM with the Induction starting at 1:30 PM.
3. Status of Invitations:  Informal invitations sent to 37 students with 28 accepting at present.
4. Catering to be arranged in the future.  
5. CSON Pinning from 10 AM-11:30 AM in the Crypt Church at the Basilica on May 9, 2024.

D. [bookmark: _Hlk159070677]72nd National Student Nurse Convention
1.  April 3-7, 2024 at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort in Orlando, Florida
2. Kappa Support 
a.    A discussion for a donation of $500 for students vs. membership occurred.
[bookmark: _Hlk160287243]	                b.    Due to a quorum not in attendance, an email for voting will be   distributed to the Leadership Team requesting their decision for a donation of $500 if CSON students will attend the NSNA Convention.  The results to be provided at the March Meeting. 

E. 2024 Cardinal Day of Service
1.  Baltimore on Saturday March 9 with the Salvation Army packing food.
2.  Washington on Saturday March 23 at Anacostia Park for area clean-up. 

OLD BUSINESS
A. Chapter Giving Club
1. E-mail January 4 from Kappa:  Amount $252
2. Leadership Team agreeing to make a $252 Donation to the Sigma Giving Club and have it taken from the March 2024 Disbursement Check.

B.  Kappa Support Tri-State Consortium 
1.     Was on October 22, 2023 from 9:30-2:30 PM (Hybrid) at the University of Delaware.  
2.     Attendees Responses Continued:
                                   Micah Sanchez: 
Thank you so much for the opportunity to attend this event, I truly learned a lot. I especially want to thank you for the opportunity to attend, even though I am a freshman and not at all an expert and for giving me the opportunity to be exposed to these new ideas. I have attached my write-up below, please let me know if this is not adequate, however I did not want to make it too long. Again, thank you so much for this opportunity and I hope you have a good Monday!

I had the pleasure of attending Sigma Theta Tau’s annual leadership conference, entitled Tri-State Consortium Distinguished Lectureship Brunch Celebrating Over 100 Years of Sigma: Advocacy and Innovation this past week. As a freshman, this is the first professional development conference I have ever attended.  I was struck by the importance of these opportunities to connect with professional adults who are experienced experts in the field I hope to join one day. I also found the range of speakers to be fascinating, I have never heard of the field of Gerontological nursing, even in my Introduction to Nursing class. I enjoyed hearing from speakers with backgrounds in both clinical practice and research. Being a very new nursing student, learning that nurses can also be researchers specializing in various fields is a very new concept to me that I was introduced to in Nursing 201 and I found hearing from individuals that have followed that career path to be very eye opening. 

I very much enjoyed hearing Dr. Pam Cacchione speak on her innovative thoughts on the use of an interdisciplinary approach to gerontological care. While I found some of her more technical terms a bit difficult as I honestly did not even know what the word Gerontological meant until this conference, I still gained a lot of knowledge on this approach to caring for older adults. 

However, Dr. Nicole Hall’s discussion on advocacy was the speaker that most resonated with me. While I am still a great deal of time away from doing any sort of research or being a part of a team providing care to gerontological patients, I can be an advocate for myself and my loved ones now, along with being closer to being able to advocate for patients while in clinicals starting my Junior year. I found her points on how to overcome barriers that keep nurses from speaking up to be especially meaningful, especially as a very young nursing student. I feel that this gave me useful knowledge and elaborated on the methods I have learned in my first nursing class about speaking up about patients and their welfare. 

Overall, I am very thankful to the CUA Sigma Theta Tau chapter for sponsoring my attendance at this educational conference, as I would not otherwise have been able to attend. I learned a lot about my future nursing career that I hope to begin to apply as soon as I become involved in a clinical setting. 
3. Planning Meeting for 2024 attended February 6, 2024
Topic being explored:  Artificial Intelligence with Nursing and Healthcare

C. 2023-2024 Kappa Strategic Plan (Update):  Governance, Finance
1. Governance:  Reviewed and Tabled
2. Finance:  Tabled 

D. Joanne Barkett Conway, wife of William Conway
1. Donation for a Perpetual Masses at the Vatican was sent from Kappa Chapter.

E. Anniversary Letters:  February 2022 – February 2023 = 242; January 2024 = 5
March (13), April (114); May (89); June (1); July (4); August (0); September (2); October (3); November (7); December (12); January 2024 (5)
In 2023 our 70th year:  63 years (2), 60 (1), 59 (1), 58 (2), 57 (1), 55 (1), 54 (1)

PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. Helene Clark Literary Awards / Tabled

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Deborah Jolissaint, Angela Cooper
1. Speakers for 2024 Annual Meeting and Kappa Induction / Tabled

C. Governance Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Brittany Feijoo, Irene Reyes, Sandra O’Brien
1. Strategic Plan
a.  Final Approval tabled to the March Meeting
b. Suggestions for projects would be quarterly.  “Books Across America” was suggested for a donation in March which would be purchased through amazon.  The books would be sent to a school to be determined later.
2. 2024 Kappa Induction         See V C.
3. Volunteerism
a.  Hoping to have an app. For easier logging of volunteer hours.

D. Leadership Committee:  Bonnie Benetato, Patricia McMullen, Terri Kapetanovic
1. 2024-2025 Ballot (Provided by Kathleen Noel for the Leadership Team)
President: Kathleen Noel
Vice President: Deborah Jolissaint
Secretary:  Open to suggestions
Faculty Counselor: Sandra O’Brien
Governance Committee (Vote for two): Angela Cooper, Zach Brotzman
Leadership Committee (Vote for two): Eileen Caufield, Elizabeth Hawkins-Walsh
The ballot was approved for distribution by the Leadership Team present.
2. See Attachment Full Report

E. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. Chapter Fee Adjustment 2023-2025
a.    Anna Alt-White presented the Finance Committees recommendation to the Leadership.  A discussion occurred.
b.   Due to a quorum not in attendance, an email for voting will be   distributed to the Leadership Team requesting their decision for change their Chapter Fee Adjustment starting 2024 to an increase of $5.00 for new members and $1.35 for renewing members which will become effective July 1, 2024.
2. 2021-2023 Audit
a. Documents being prepared.
3. Form 990 completed on January 27, 2024

F. Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White
1. [bookmark: _Hlk159071642]Committee Meeting February 5, 2024
2. Signatory Authority with Cambridge for Heidi Maloni as Treasurer and Kathleen Noel as President is in the process of finalization.
3. 2024 Kappa Financial Policy approved by the Leadership.
4. Strategic Plan for Treasurer/Finance Committee - Tabled 

G. Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Student Intern
a. Susan Macyko was interviewed by Sandra O’Brien and Kathleen Noel.
b. Position was accepted.
c. Introduced to the Leadership Team at this meeting.
2. Specialty Nursing Event
a. Will occur on Tuesday March 5, 2024 on the Second Floor of Gowan.
b. Recommendations for speakers in different nursing specialties were requested.
c. Survey was sent out to the students who desired an in-person vs. virtual event.
d. Pizza and beverages to be provided. 
3. 2024 Kappa Induction    See IV. C.
4. Student Tables alternating sites with the assistance of faculty also alternating, Eileen Caulfield in January and Sandra O’Brien previously.
5. HESI will be on April 12, 2024.
6. See Attachment Full Report

H. Past Presidents’ Committee:  Sandra O’Brien

I. Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1. Zoom Education Program February 15:  “Research and Scholarship on Disaster and Planetary Health” with Mary Pat Couig, PhD, MPH, RN, FAAN , RAML (ret) USPHS and Roberta P. Lavin, PhD, FNP-BC, FAAN, CAPT )ret) USPHS
a. Well received.  Goggle Form worked well.  Twenty-four attendees received CE (1) from Georgia.  Permission to be received from presenters to put the presentation on the Kappa website. 
2. Spring Research Awards
a. Requests for applicants from first week in February until February 23, 2024.
b. Leadership Team approval with electronic e-mail voting for the Fall 2023 Research Funding to be added to the Spring 2024 Funding.   
3. See Attachment Full Report

J. Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
1. Tabled

K. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing

L. Student Intern 2024
1. Susan Macyko

M. Date for March 2024 Meeting:  March 12, 2024 instead of March 19, 2024

ADJOURMENT:   8:26 PM 

NEXT MEETING:  The next zoom meeting will be Tuesday March 12, 2024 at 6:45 PM. 
















Leadership Succession Committee Report for Meeting Date: February 20, 2024
Leadership Succession Committee meetings since the last Kappa meeting: Oct. 26 & Nov. 9
Members Present: Pat McMullen, Bonnie Benetato
Report:
Membership Renewal and Recruitment
2024 Ballot
· The following names will be submitted on the Ballot for 2024-2026 terms:
· President: Kathleen Noel
· Vice President: Deborah Jolissaint
· Secretary: 
· Faculty Counselor: Sandra O’Brien
· Leadership Committee: Eileen Caulfield, Elizabeth Hawkins-Walsh, Terri Kapetanovic
· Governance Committee: Angela Cooper; Zachary Brotzman
· Needed
· Secretary
· The ballot will be sent out to the Kappa Chapter membership March 18, closing on April 1, 2024 via Survey Monkey. 
· Sandra O’Brien has volunteered to develop the survey and provide the Leadership Committee with it to send out to the membership.
· Need to confirm the date for the Kappa Annual Meeting to provide this to the candidates.
· Most likely will not include candidate bios to the membership as previously suggested.
Submitted by Bonnie Benetato, Committee Chair on 2/20/24



Faculty Councilor Update
February 19, 2024
Student Intern- Kathleen Noel and I interviewed Susan Macyko for the position of student leadership intern. Susan is a doctoral student earning her DNP and is a pediatric nurse practitioner, currently working as a school in the ADW. She also serves as an adjunct clinical instructor for CSON. She has signed the letter of understanding regarding the benefits and duties of the position. One of the benefits is the student will be mentored by a member of the leadership team and as part of the process will complete a project. She will report at monthly meetings, progress made on the project and a summary of the project once accomplished. The next step is to pair her with a member of the leadership team.
Networking Night- I created an on-line survey of students regarding what time and date they would like a Networking Night (Meet a Specialty Nurse) and what venue they would prefer. Nineteen out of 150 students responded to the Networking Night survey. According to the data, they would like to meet the first full week of March with a slight majority selecting 7 pm on Tuesday March 5. They would like an on-campus event with pizza and would like to meet the nurses in-person (if possible). The types of nurses they are most interested in are ICU nurses- Adult, Pediatric, Neonatal, Primary care NP, OR/PACU/Perianesthesia, Trauma flight nurse, ED/ER nurse, 1 vote each for oncology, mental health, cardiac, labor and delivery. Please forward any contact information if you know any of these specialties. Volunteers will be needed to help set up and organize the event.
Kappa On Display Tables- We held a Kappa on Display table for seniors in the Gowan lobby on January and in the McMahon foyer for Juniors in February. We will have the next table in Gowan in March and a final one in McMahon in April. 
Exit HESI- we traditionally provide breakfast items for the seniors prior to their Exit HESI, on Friday, April 12. The HESI begins at 8:30 and so the table would need to begin around 7:45 or so. We plan to provide Little Debbie pastries, and orange juice.

Induction Planning
Informal Induction Acceptance- Due to the early deadline for the University Honors Ceremony, we send an informal invitation to seniors to gauge their interest and early commitment. Thirty-seven students, (whose GPAs were 3.4 and above, representing nearly half of the senior class) were invited to accept the invitation to join. Twenty-eight accepted; four declined the invitation; five did not respond. I asked Kim Walsh, the BSN Coordinator to reach out to the five unresponsive students and we did not hear back from them. 
Graduate students- we will conduct the inquiries for graduate students who meet the criteria and would like to join in March. 
Ceremony details- The induction will be on Thursday May 9, 2024 after Pinning. Currently the induction is scheduled to be in the Gowan auditorium with the reception in the Lobby. We outgrew Hannan Hall last year and it is not clear that we can use the new school of nursing. Pinning will be in the crypt church on the lower level of the Basilica at 9 am. Induction will begin at 1 pm. We need all volunteers to set up starting at 11 am. After set up is complete, some volunteers will need to remain to request that guests do not help themselves to the reception refreshments. Reservation for the auditorium is 2023-ABRGAC and the reservation for the reception is 2023-ABRGAD
Possible conflict concerns. I was contacted by seniors to inform me that there is a conflict with the induction and a newly(?) planned senior luncheon. As they described the timeline, the senior luncheon begins at 12:45 pm. The dean let me know she does NOT think there is a conflict. Stay tuned.
Helene Clark Literary Award- I received a Helene Clarke flyer to ask for my thoughts. I have not been given the ‘green light’ to disseminate it yet.






Kappa Research Awards Committee Report
February 2024

1. Approval of Motions for the Requirement for IRB Approval at Time of Application/Spring 24 Funding 
       In November 2023, an electronic vote was taken related to the following two motions:
· Change our award policy to require "an IRB approval of the project before an award applicant is eligible to apply for the Kappa Research/Scholarly Project Award". (This would be applicable only if IRB approval would be required and can be from either the CUA IRB or the cooperating organization's IRB.) (Rationale - this would promote submission of more complete award applications and would avoid substantial changes being made to a research plan after we have made a funding decision).
· Move available award monies ($2000) designated for Fall 2023 to Spring 2024. (Rationale - there will not be any applicants funded in the Fall '23 cycle).
Both motions were approved by a quorum of the Board of Directors and the Leadership Team. The IRB requirement change has been implemented in the Spring 24 funding cycle.
2. Education Program 
a. The education program, Research and Scholarship on Disasters and Planetary Health, was hosted by the Kappa Research Awards Committee via Zoom on February 15, 2014. 
b. 24 attended the program.
c. The event was publicized to members on The Circle, Facebook, and Linked-in by Sudin Thomas (Webmaster). Two emails were also sent to members by Agnes Burkhard. Information was distributed to both undergraduate and graduate students by Jan Agazio, Sandra O’Brien, and Eileen Caulfield, and shared among the professional networks of several Kappa members.
d. Program evaluation data was successfully collected on Google Forms, and was very positive. The speakers and information were well-received. 
e. One (1.0) CE was awarded at no-cost to attendees. The GA Nurses Association application for awarding CE cost $100.
f. Participants were asked about desired topics for future Kappa educational programs. This information was shared with the President, Vice-President, and program committee.
g. CE certificates were sent to attendees on 2/16/24.
h. A decision is pending related to honorarium for our speakers.
i. Special thanks to Pat Kelley, Sudin Thomas, Heidi Maloni, Terri Kapetanovic, and the faculty that disseminated information about the event.
3. Kappa Research and Scholarly Project Grant 
a. The reviewer group met on January 24, 2024.
b. The group agreed to adopt “grant” to replace “award” to better reflect the nature of the monies being awarded.
c. Application documents were revised and available during the first week of February.
d. The language in the Procedure and Policy Manual (7/19/23) is still pending update. 
e. Two past awardees resubmitted budget forms requesting to use their awarded funds on costs differing from those included in their original budget.  Both were deemed appropriate by the committee chair and the awardees were notified.
f. Funding available for Spring 24 is $4000
g. One application has been submitted; we anticipate several more this week.
i. Applications due February 23, 2024
ii. Application review February 23-March 14
iii. March 20th award recommendation will be presented at Leadership meeting. 
iv. April 18th (Annual Meeting) awards will be made.
Respectfully submitted,
Agnes Burkhard (Chair)
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