SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES

	                						Meeting Date:  February 18, 2025
    							Location:            Virtual Zoom                            
 							Start Time:         6:45 PM  (EST) 
 							Meeting:             7:00 PM  (EST) 

ATTENDANCE:  Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jolissaint, Heidi Maloni, Sandra O’Brien, Dean Marie Nolan, Brittany Feijoo, Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Marysanta Bigony, Agnes Burkhard, Lorraine Huber, and Mackenzie Costello
           	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:02 P.M. by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  The Chinese Bamboo Tree      Call to Lead:  Devotions for Workplace Leaders by John Crosby                  Abby Villarroya
	
III. MINUTES Meeting January 21, 2025:  Approved    
[bookmark: _Hlk145679696]NEW BUSINESS
A. State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean
1. Cardinal Preview Day was February 15, 2025 with fifty-five potential undergraduate and two potential graduate students in attendance.
2. The Accelerated Baccalaureate Program is a 12-Month Program with four prerequisite courses, on-line courses, and on-site clinical.  The hope is for twenty-thirty students.
3. With the combining of the Conway School of Nursing and the National Catholic School of Social Work, a name will be chosen in the future.  New and different programs will be set-up.
4. CSON will assist the Tucson Medical Center (Arizona) helping to prepare middle management roles on-line with the clinical at the hospital for a Masters which could lead to a Doctoral.
                                       
OLD BUSINESS        
A. 2024-2025 Chapter Giving Club  
1.	The Form was completed on January 24, 2025 for $297 Kappa donation by Kathleen Noel with a deduction to be taken from Sigma’s March Disbursement.          
2.         An email from Kelsey Van Wyk on February 5, 2025 noted that an error had been made by Sigma.  Our donation would be actually $229.  This was corrected by Sigma.


B. Renewal Fees
1. Although not required, an email was sent on January 24., 2025 to Jannell Jackson at Headquarters as a matter of record that no change would occur fir Kappa Renewal Fees.

C. Nurse Leadership Applicants
1. The Leadership Team was again encouraged to contribute to the Challenge with new Potential Candidates for Nurse Leaders.  No new candidates have been obtained.

D. Conway Leadership Seminar    April 8, 2025    5:30-7:30 P.M.
1.  The next Seminar is on April 8, 2025 from 5:30-7:30 P.M. in Rossi Auditorium with Career Pathways and Lessons Learned Along the Way. 
a. Three Chief Nursing Officers from Hopkins, Washington Hospital Center, Reston Hospital Center and faculty member, Mary Dixon, comprise the presenters.
b. Publicity, flyers and registration in progress.
2. Kappa’s Donation was provided to Patrick Maxwell, CSON Manager of Operations and Marketing, by Heidi Maloni.

E.  Chapter Leadership Connection    
1. All recordings, were available on the Chapter Leader Connection website until January 31, 2025.  Registration required at Sigmanursing.org.  
2. No additional Leadership Team Members attended the Connection.

F. Nurses Climate Challenge for Sigma Chapters     Sandra O’Brien
1. https://youtu.be/5mWkgi4vtH4?si=8JDn7kHFV0CONgpgSm
2.  Exploratory Committees (Sandra O’Brien, Agnes Burkhard, Eileen Caulfield, Heidi Maloni, Abby Villarroya and Susan Macyko) met and provided their comments to the Leadership Team.
a.  The Committee was in agreement to participate in the Sigma
	 	Nurses Climate Challenge.
3.  Kathleen Noel will send out an electronic voting measure to the Leadership Team for conformation or disagreement with participating with the results reported at the March 18 Meeting.
4. With participation, an Ad Hoc Committee will need to be established.  Kappa members will then be requested to participate in this Committee.

G. Kappa Survey
1. No additional surveys had been returned.  Kathleen Noel again encouraged the Leadership Team to complete the Kappa Survey. 

H. Rising Star Application
1. Abstracts are extended to February 26, 2025 for the 38th Biennium in Indianapolis, Indiana from November 8-12, 2025.

PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1.	The Application for CEs for the Annual Meeting with Georgia Nurses Association is in progress.  Agnes Burkhard volunteered to assist Deborah Jolissaint with the application.
2.	Suggestion from the Leadership Team for the 2025 Induction Speaker were requested and asked to be forwarded prior to the March Meeting.

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Barbara Gillman Lamping
1. See VI. A.

C.	Governance Committee:  Brittany Feijoo, Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman, and Sandra O’Brien
1.	The Committee met on February 4 with the next Meeting on March 11.
2. Kappa Induction is on May 15, 2025 (Sandra O’Brien). 
a. Rossi Auditorium is reserved.
b. Invited candidates have one year to confirm acceptance of membership.  Forty-two were invited and twenty accepted to date.
c. Reminder email were sent out to the potential candidates who had responded.
d. Deadline for the Honors was February 2 which are note in the Graduation Program.
e. Catering undecided to date.
3. The 2025 Networking Event is scheduled for March 3.  A Meeting for additional planning with CSON NSNA, Sandra O’Brien and Kathleen Noel will occur on February 28. 
4. Volunteerism Projects suggestions included the Book Drive and Free Kids Dundalk.
5. Google Hours sheets were redistributed to the Leadership Team for 2024-2025 to complete.
6. Volunteer Week April 20-26, 2025 suggestions included the Maryland Food Bank, Movable Feast, and Little Sisters of the Poor.

D.	Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Marysanta Bigony
1.	Committee’s Meeting for February 6 needed to be cancelled.
2.	Current Membership:  233 (8 Inactive as of February 1, 2025; 38.7 was retention; now 67.9% for 2024 and 46.5% for 2025) 
3. 	Planning is for a draft Ballot for March, Establishment of a Mentorship Program with Kappa assisting Kimberly Walsh with HURST Grant Applications and discussion of Sigma and Kappa in Class 151.

E.	Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1.	Update will occur with Franklin-Templeton Accounts and Cambridge Status.
2.	The Donation was forwarded to Nurses House Inc, Guilderland, N.Y.    nurseshouse.org from Kappa Chapter.
3.	Donation:  Chapter Giving Fund      See V. A.
4.	Partial donation for the 2025 Sigma Research Dissertation Award forwarded to Headquarters.

F. Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White

G. Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1.        2025 Kappa Induction    SEE VI. C. 2 
2.        Information Tables will be resuming.
3.        2025 Networking Night 
a. The Joint Sponsored Event with Kappa Chapter and the CSON NSNA will be held on Monday March 3, 2025 in the CSON. 
b. A zoom meeting will be held on Friday February 28, 2025 with Sandra O’Brien, Kathleen Noel and Amelia Clemens to finalize the Nursing Experts who will be attending and available for the CSON Students.  Final details for the event will also be discussed.  
c. Sandra O’Brien and Kathleen Noel will be proving the food and beverage Kappa donations for the students and those in attendance.   

H.	Past Presidents’ Committee:  Sandra O’Brien
Not Operational

I. Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1.      Research and Scholarship Kappa Showcase-Adventures in Nursing Science
Is occurring on zoom February 20, 2025 from 7:00-8:30 PM.
a. Presenters are three previous awardees presenting their research.
	Nicole Moody, PhD, RNC-NIC, ACCNS-P  Breast Feeding and Expressed Human Milk Behaviors of African American Women, Associated Factors, and the Gut Microbiome of the Infant
	Shelly Dailey, PhD(Candidate), MSN, BSN, RN  Lived Experience of Homelessness Among Veterans Who Have Served in Combat Roles During Foreign Wars 
	Sudin Thomas, PhD, MSN, FNP-BC  The Lived Experiences of Asian Indian-American Women with Infertility
b. Publicity went out through email, Facebook and circle and to CSON students and faculty. 
c. The Evaluation link will be provided at the completion of the presentations.  With completion of the form for 1.5 CEs will be provided.
d. The video of the Showcase will be available for only 60 days after the event to obtain CEs. 
2.      Spring Research Awards
a. Deadline for applications is February 21.
b. Recommendations from the Reviewers will be provided on the March 18 Kappa Meeting.
c. Member (BSN, MS, MSN) Grant follow-up to be provided at a later date.
   
J. Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
             No report provided.

K. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing
1. Amelia Clemens  -  No report provided.

L. Student Intern 2024:  Susan Macyko
1. Not report provided.

ADJOURMENT:  8:12 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be on zoom on March 18, 2025 starting at 6:45 P.M. Chat and 7:00 P.M. Meeting. 




Respectfully submitted,

Beth Hardness, BSN, RN, CPN, CTP, CGCP
Kathleen A. Noel, RN MS
2

