SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES
LEAD TOGETHER – Our Voice, Our Value, Our Impact

	                						Meeting Date:  March 17, 2026
    							Location:            Virtual Zoom                            
 							Start Time:        6:45 P.M.  (EST) 
 							Meeting:            7:00 P.M.  (EST) 

Attendance:  Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jollisaint, Heidi Maloni, Sandra O’Brien, Dean Marie Nolan, Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Barbara Gillman Lamping, Agnes Burkhard, Susan Macyko, and Margaret Maline 
       	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:10 P.M. by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  An Irish Blessing by Most Reverend Timothy C. Senior, Bishop 
                           Of Harrisburg                           Deborah Jolissaint
	                      
III. [bookmark: _Hlk145679696]MINUTES Meeting January 20, 2026:  Approved by Heidi Maloni and seconded by Eileen Caulfield with agreement by the Leadership Team.
MINUTES Meeting February 17, 2026:  Read and Tabled until March 17 Meeting

IV. NEW BUSINESS
A. State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean
1. The Rose Mass and Brunch sponsored by the John Carroll Society was held on Sunday March 15, 2026 at the Church of the Little Flower.  Representatives from the Conway School of Nursing will be in attendance. 
2. The Blessing of the Hands with the Accelerated Bachelor of Science Program students will occur on Tuesday April 7, 2026 in the Saint Vincent de Paul Chapel.
3. Cardinal Preview Day was be held on Saturday April 11, 2026 for new Fall students coordinated with Dr. Eileen Caulfield, Dr. Jill Dembrowski and Dr. Marysanta Bigony.
4. The Ascension Team Visit will occur on May 12 and 13, 2026.  Dr. Sandra O’Brien will coordinate the Multi-Treatment Simulation.
5. Conway School of Nursing Pinning will be held on Thursday May 14, 2026.
6. Sigma/Kappa Induction will be on Thursday May 14, 2026 in the Carol Rossi Auditorium at 1:00 P.M. with a reception in the foyer after the Ceremony.
7. The University Graduation will be on the side of the Basilica on Saturday May 16, 2026.  The CSON Graduation and Diploma Distribution will be in the CRYPT Church of the Basilica after the General Attended Graduation. 
8. Mercy Hospital Team will visit the CSON on Tuesday May 25, 2026.

B. 2025-2027 STTI By-Laws
1. Notified on March 26, 2026 from Katherine Rogers that Bylaws amendments approved during the 2025 House of Delegates did not affect chapter bylaws, so chapters will NOT be required to submit bylaws this year. Submissions of the 2023-2025 chapter bylaws have automatically rolled over – no action needed from you! 
2. Both 2025–2027 International Bylaws and 2025-2027 Chapter Bylaws are available for your review in the All Chapter Officers Workgroup should you need them, and chapter bylaws submissions can be downloaded directly from the Chapter Management System.
[bookmark: _Hlk225864765]
V. OLD BUSINESS
A.  Banner Cord for new Sigma Kappa Banner (# three)
1. Update on status - January 14, 2026 form was submitted for replacement by Kathleen Noel with cord received on March 2, 2026.

B. 2026 Sigma-Kappa                 Heidi Maloni 
1. Changes to chapter membership fees are accepted once a biennium (between January 1 and March 15) and are based on the current consumer price index (CPI).  The future renewal amount(s) are effective July 1, 2026.
2.	Leadership Team Approval from February 17, 2026 Meeting:
a.	New Member Fee now $30 - Adjustment to $40.41 - Last Change July 1, 2016 to Adjusted to $40.00.
b.          Regular Fee now $33 – Adjustment to $36.10 – Last Change July 1, 2022 to Adjusted to $35.00. 
c.          Lifetime Fee now $20 – Adjustment $27.16 - Last Change July 1, 2016 to Adjusted to $26.

C.          2026 Annual Meeting               Deborah Jolissaint; Sandra O’Brien; Kathleen Noel
1. Place:  Maloney Hall in the Busch School of Business for the Meeting and Educational Program is on Wednesday April 29, 2025 
2. Dr. Janet Selway, DNSc, AGNP-C, CPNP-PC, FAANP, FAANN is considering as our speaker for the Educational Program.
3. Zest Catering (2025 $16/person; gratuity; Pick-up and Set-up)
Possible Menu Options were discussed.
ITALIAN FEAST: Meat Lasagna, Tortellini Pesto Alfredo, Caesar Salad,
Garlic Bread, Cookies, Brownies, and Cannoli. $16.50/person
ITALIAN SAMPLER: Chicken Parmesan, Pasta Alfredo, Garden Salad,
Garlic Bread, Cannoli and Cookies. $17.50/person
PASTA BAR: Choice of pasta: simmered in your choice of sauce: Tomato-
Basil Marinara, Romano-Parmesan Alfredo, Rose (Tomato-Alfredo Blend),
Pesto (contains pine nuts), Pesto Alfredo, Scampi, or Chesapeake. Served
with your choice of 2 Proteins (Grilled Chicken, Italian Sausage &amp; Peppers,
Beef Meatballs, Chicken Parmesan, Choice of Salad (Caesar, Greek or
Garden), Garlic Bread or Rolls, Cannolis, Cookies and Brownies.
$18.50 Grilled Shrimp extra $2 ($20.50) Salmon extra $3 ($21.50)
a. Team decided on Pasta Primavera and chicken as in 2025 with Caesar salad, rolls, vegetable and flavored water.	
b. The donation will be the same as 2025 of $35.00.
c. Kappa Members will be asked to contribute to the donation for the students to attend.
d. Kathleen Noel will contact Zest Catering of our Menu Selection.
4. AV/Zoom Set-up
a. Sandra O’Brien to make AV arrangements and CUA Zoom coordinates set-up for meeting 
5. Flyer/Program and Invitations to Faculty, Students and Guests    
a. Kathleen Noel to set-up flyer and Program.
b. Sudin Thomas will distribute the flyer to Kappa Membership every two weeks via email.
c. Sandra O’Brien will provide the flyer to the appropriate CSON contacts for distribution to faculty and students.
6. Each Chairman or representative to present report and forward a
signed and dated copy for records.
7. Volunteers for set-Up/Take Down
Heidi Maloney, Sandra O’Brien. Deborah Jolissaint, Agnes Burkhard, Eileen Caulfield and Kathleen Noel will be volunteering.

D.	Donation to Kappa Chapter from Anne Marie Brooks
1.	A note of thanks and a donation for use by Kappa Chapter for $2,000.00 had been received from Dr. Ann Marie Brooks.  Deborah Jollisaint contacted Dr. Brooks thanking her and exploring the idea of a research grant naming.
2.	A discussion with the Leadership Team noted using a Research Award to be named after Dr. Ann Marie Brooks.

E. Creating Healthy Work Environment Volunteer Opportunities was March 20-22, 2006 at the Westin D.C. Downtown.
1. Meet and Mingle Region 12 Reception was on Friday March 20, 2026 from 5:30-7:00 PM hosted by Tami Jakubowski, Region 12 Coordinator and Liz Westcott, Sigma President, bn the Westin Hotel Salon B.  This was attended by Kathleen Noel, President and Deborah Jolissaint, Vice-President, representing Kappa Chapter.
F. 2026 Tri-State Conference                     Kathleen Noel
1. Scheduled for October 18, 2026 at the University of Delaware in person attendance.
2. Topic is Celebrating a Legacy of Excellence: 40 years of Advancing Nursing Scholarship, Research, and Education.
3. The Format is to be determined.  Luke Davis, Sigma Chief Executive Officer will be attending. 
4. March Meeting was March 3, 2026 with the next Meeting o April14, 2026.

G.  Resume Writing			Marysanta Bigony
1.        A Goggle Form for Volunteer Kappa Members to assist CSON Students with resume writing was provided by Marysanta Bigony.
2.         The Form was reviewed by Eileen Caulfield and Kathleen Noel.
3.         Sudin Thomas distributed the Form to Kappa Members.  Only one volunteer response was received.

H.  Sigma Nurse Learning Exchange (New)
1. Grow. Lead. Thrive.  The Nurse Learning Exchange is here to help you unlock your potential, boost your confidence, and earn contact hours—all with FREE, high-quality courses that meet you where you are in your career.  Thanks to support from Johnson & Johnson, you now have access to a powerful collection of learning designed just for nurses like you.

[bookmark: _Hlk225693665]G.          Nurse Leader Challenge Continues
1.  The Leadership Team is again encouraged to contribute to the Challenge with new Potential Candidates for Nurse Leaders.  This is an area that needs work for the future 2025-2027 Key Award Submission.

VI. PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. Annual Meeting Speaker is Janet Selway, DNSc, AGBP-C, CPNP-PC, FAANP, FAAN.
2. The Induction Speaker on May 14, 2026 is Ann Marie Brooks, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN with the topic Shinning a Light on Joy.

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Member Needed
1. Request for volunteer was noted in the November and December Sigma Update.  No response to date.

C. Governance Committee:  Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman (resigned), Victoria Lowe, Sandra O’Brien and Agnes Burkhard
1. Committee Status being investigated. 
2. Kappa Charitable Endeavor – Heidi Maloni, Lorraine Huber, Agnes Burkhard was in communication and discussion with St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families administered by the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul located in Hyattsville, MD. within the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington.
a. Donations in the name of Kappa Chapter can be made on Amazon until April 1, 2026. 
3. 2026 Kappa Induction is Thursday May 14, 2026.
a. Forty additional Honor Cords were ordered from STTI at $20 per   cord and were received on March 13, 2026.   
b. Ceremony to be held in the Rossi Auditorium with a reception following. 

D. Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, and Barbara Gillman Lamping
1. Planning is in progress for the upcoming Roundtable event which was rescheduled for April 13, 2026 and communication with members was discussed.  The next Roundtable Committee meeting will be held on March 16, 2026.         
2. Contacting 2025 Inductees and 2024 Inductees Inactive is a priority.  Communication was sent out on February 9, 2026.  There is a possibility of sending out communications on Fridays.  A survey was put together by Abby Villarroya and Barbara Gillman Lamping.  No responses received to date. 
3. Investigating Candidates for the 2026-2028 Kappa ballot with emails being sent out to possible candidates.  A ballot should be completed by March 31, 2026.
a. Members needed are Vice-President, Faculty Counselor, Treasurer, Leadership Committee Members and Governance Committee Members.
4. Abby Villarroya is looking at Mentee/Student Model to use. 
5. Current Membership status is 219 with 72.17% retention in 2025.
6. Committee emphasizing the Leadership taking the STTI Self-Assessment Tool.

E. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. Finance Committee Meeting met on February 10, 2026.  Need to explore the goals for financing and the Chapter was discussed and to be explored.  An individual for Auditing continues to be explored.
a. Dean Marie Nolan to forward a letter to Dean of the Busch School of Business for possible individual to perform the Kappa Audit.
2. Chapter Fees reviewed with Leadership Team for approval and received.  The notified of change will be sent to Headquarters by March 15, 2026 by Kathleen Noel.
3. 2026 NSNA Convention is April 7-11, 2026.
a. An additional donation of $500 was discussed regarding the present status of funding.  A presentation was provided by Margaret Maline, CSON SNA President.
b. MOTION:  An additional $500 will be provided to the President and Vice-President of the SNA to attend the 74th NSNA Convention in Houston, Texas from April 8-11, 2026.  
Approval was received from Agnes Burkhard, first, and Barbara Gillman Lamping, second, and the Leadership Team.  
4. STTI returned to Kappa $220 originally for the cost of the Tribute Luncheon at the Biennium which was later provided gratis to attendees. 
5. Extra Kappa monies will be transferred to the Vanguard account.                                     

G.         Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White

H.         Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1.	Notice to CSON Students for 2025-2026 Student Interns will be sent in the future.
2.         Kappa Tables for Students will be resumed in the future.
3.        2026 Kappa Induction May 14, 2026    SEE VI C 3
4.	Second Degree Student Induction Time needing to be investigated.

I.  Ad-Hoc Health and Climate:  Susan Macyko, Mackenzie Costello
1. Update:  STTI materials are continuing to be explored.

J.	Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1. Kappa Showcase: Adventures in Nursing Science 2026 is on February 19, 2026  
a. CE has been approved.   
b.        Event was streamed.
c.        Attendance was thirty-one.
2. Spring 2026 Application Cycle
a. To date two PhD candidates have submitted their application.  The deadline is February 20, 2026.
b. Plan to set-up a meeting with Sarah Mendez to review this program to better emphasize it to the students.
3.        See Committee Report Attachment.
4.        The Improvement Grant will go out this month.

K.  Ad-Hoc Communications:  Sudin Thomas
1. Email notifications for Resume Writing and the Kappa Showcase were sent out via email to the membership by Sudin Thomas and Agnes Burkhard.

L. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing
1. Magie Maline, NSNA President was not in attendance and Jamie Mersel, NSNA Vice-President was in attendance.

M.    Student Intern 2025-2026:  Representative Needed

ADJOURMENT:  8:48 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next Kappa monthly zoom meeting will be on April 21, 2026, with conversation at 6:45 P.M. and meeting at 7:00 P.M. 
	Annual Meeting and Educational Program is on April 29, 2026 from 5:00 to 8:00 P.M. in Maloney Hall.




Kapa Research Awards Report                            March 17, 2026

1. Education Program – Kapa Adventures in Nursing Science 2026 on 2/19/26 was
a great success. Thirty-one individuals participated in the program. Our
presenters Brittany Feijoo PhD, FNP-BC and Abby Villarroya PhD, RN, CMS both
did an outstanding job with their presentations. Audience feedback was very
positive. Agnes Burkhard will submit an expense report to the Treasurer for $100.
This will cover the cost of the continuing education credit approval by the Georgia
Nurses Association. Special thanks to Terry Kapetanovic PhD, RN for serving as
a planning committee member.
2. Kappa Research/Scholarly Project Grant Funding – One PhD student applied for
funding in the Spring 2026 cycle. The de-identified abstract and budget were
reviewed by 3 PhD-prepared reviewers. The applicant’s abstract score did not
meet the required minimum of earning 75% of possible points. Subsequently, the
committee does not make a recommendation for funding.
A meeting will be scheduled in April for the committee to discuss strategies to
promote successful applications.

[image: ]

3. Kappa Member Research Practice Improvement Grant – this month we begin the
official publicity activities for the grant. Flyers and informational materials are
ready for distribution.         

                                                 Submitted by: Agnes Burkhard PhD, RN (Committee Chair)
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