SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL
KAPPA CHAPTER MEETING

               			   Meeting Date:  October 15, 2024
    						   Location:           Virtual Zoom                            
 						   Start Time:        6:45 PM  (EST) 
 						   Meeting:            7:00 PM  (EST) 

Attendance:  Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jolissaint, Beth Harkness, Heidi Maloni, Sandra O’Brien, Dean Marie Nolan, Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Marysanta Bigony, Brittany Feijoo, Agnes Burkhard, Susan Macyko, and Lorraine Huber
     	              
I. MEETING CALL to ORDER:  7:01 PM by Kathleen Noel, President 
II. MEDITATION:  Psalm 91:  1-16 NIV Prayer of Protection     Brittany Feijoo
	
III. MINUTES September 17, 2024:  Approved.      
NEW BUSINESS
A. [bookmark: _Hlk145679696]State of the Conway School of Nursing (CSON):  Marie Nolan, Dean
1. A CSON Open House was held on October 11, 2024.  Drs. Eileen Caulfield and Marysanta Bigony moderated this evening.  Thirty-five families attended.
2. The Tenth Anniversary of the Conway Scholars, CSON Board of Visitors Meeting and the Blessing of the Hands and Commitment Ceremony for Junior Students will occur on Friday October 18, 2024.  
3. Dean Nolan reported the take-away from the American College of Nursing Meeting was that smaller schools are having problems.  
4. CSON will possibly be adding another Program.

B. Rising Stars Application Notifications
1. Abstracts are due by October 30, 2024 for the Research Congress in Seattle, Washington from July 17-20, 2025.
2. Abstracts are due by November 7, 2024 for the Creating Healthy Work Environment in Phoenix, Arizona from March 28-30, 2025.
3. Abstracts are due by November 26, 2024 for the 38th Biennium in Indianapolis, Indiana from November 8-12, 2025.
4. Dr. Janice Agazio was provided with the information to distribute to the CSON students.

C. Upcoming Events to Note
1. On October 19, 2024 Region 15 is having a zoom presentation titled Respect, Reflection, Response:  Nurses Championing Health and Equity with CEs at https://sites.goggle.com/view/sigmaregion15symposium2024/home/
2. Healing Healthcare:  Evidence-Based Strategies to Mend Our Broken System with Sharon Weinstein, MS, RN, CRNI-R, CSP, CVP, FACW, FAAN and CEO, SMW Group LLC, and Partner, Diagnostic Think LLC; Co-Chair, HBA Ambassador Learning Center (ALC); ANA Innovation Community Manager will be presented and book signing on Thursday November 14, 2024 at the Sava Spaces in Vienna, Virginia.
a.          Kathleen Noel has been asked to provide comments on behalf of the Chapter on how vital EBP is to nursing’s future.  The Leadership Teams’ input was requested. 

OLD BUSINESS
A. Cardinal Weekend CSON Cocktail Hour and Panel Discussion
1.	The event will occur on Friday September 20, 2024 from 4:00-6:00 PM in the CSON.
2.          RSVP is with Patrick Maxwell at maxwellp@cua.edu.

B. Blessing of the Hands and White Coat Ceremony
1. The Ceremony will occur on Friday October 18, 2024 in the Crypt Church of the Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception at 3:00 PM. 
2. Kappa Representatives at the Ceremony will be Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jolissaint, Brittany Feijoo, Susan Macyko, Dean Marie Nolan, Eileen Caulfield and Sandra O’Brien.  

C. Conway Leadership Seminars
1. 	The Seminars will occur on November 12, 2024 from 5:30-7:30 PM with Professionalism in Nursing and April 8, 2025 from 5:30-7:30 PM with Career Pathways and Lessons Learned Along the Journey.  
3. Kappa Chapter as a sponsor will be noted on the flyer and CUA advertisements to alumni and Kappa Members.
4. CEs will be provided by Children’s National Medical Center.
5. Mary Dixon, Executive Director for Strategic Partnerships and Professional Programs at the CSON and Dean Marie Nolan were informed by Kathleen Noel that Kappa’s sponsorship donation will be for the November 12, 2024 and April 8, 2025.

D. Kappa Support Tri-State Consortium
1. Next Planning Meeting was October 15, 2024 prior to the Kappa Meeting.
2. The event is on Sunday October 20, 2024 at the University of Delaware, In-Person only from 9:30 A.M.-2:30 P.M.
3. Topic is Artificial Intelligence 
4. Speakers are:  
Mark Weisman, MD, MBA, CHCIO, CIO at Tidal Health - Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare:  A Clinical Perspective
George Demiris, PhD, FACMI, University of Pennsylvania – Artificial Intelligence and Nursing Trends and Opportunities
5. The Cost is $55 student/retiree and $60 Sigma members.
6. Sandra O’Brien reported that she sent out an invitation and flyer to the CSON students with three CSON possible Attendees responding.  
7. Kathleen Noel will be proving a Kappa check to Desiree Fleck at the Lectureship for any student and Kappa President’s attendance. 

E. Leadership Connect
1. The zoom conference is on November 14, 2024 from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM with no fee.
2.       Registration is required at sigmanursing.org.
3.  To date Kathleen Noel, Deborah Jolissaint and Abby Villarroya will be attending.

PLANNING AGENDA
A. Vice-President:  Deborah Jolissaint
1. Deborah Jolissaint reported that Sharon Weinstein (Healing Healthcare) has agreed to be the speaker for the Kappa Annual Meeting and Educational Program on April 10, 2025.
2. Deborah has connected with Amelia Clemens, Senior CSON SNA President to discuss further collaborations and will meet again November 24 or 25, 2024.  A suggestion from Ms. Clemens was a Panel Discussion regarding Nursing Opportunities.

B. Ad-Hoc Programs:  Barbara Gillman Lamping  
1. See Above.

C. Governance Committee:  Brittany Feijoo, Angela Cooper, Zachary Brotzman and Sandra O’Brien
1. Volunteerism will continue to be noted from members.   Zachary Brotzman will be testing a new goggle sheet to tract hours.
2. Areas under Committee discussion for planning are quarterly events; Back to School Snack Drive in March; request for donations with the Little Sisters of the Poor and the Ronald McDonald House.  Committee would like to connect with the CSON NSNA to collaborate in possibly January or February 2025.
3. Founders’ Day was October 5, 2024.  The Committee was unable to post a notice concerning volunteerism to the membership for that day.

D. Leadership Committee:  Eileen Caulfield, Abby Villarroya, Marysanta Bigony
1. The Committee will meet on the second Thursday of the month.  The previous meeting was on October 10, 2024.
2. Discussed at the Committee Meeting were strategies for marketing and Kappa:  Open House Kappa Display; Pictures from Kappa and Kappa events on the electronic board at the CSON; check-in with the 2024 Inductees; video of new graduates on the Circle with comments.

E. Treasurer’s Report:  Heidi Maloni
1. Form 990 was completed on October 4, 2024.
2. Papers for Verification of Authorized Signatories (Kathleen Noel and Heidi Maloni) were sent to Franklin-Templeton.  An approved confirmation of signatories from Franklin-Templeton has been completed.
3. Chapter Funds Cover Letter with Chapter Distribution (March 2024-August 2024) have been received.  It includes membership dues, Chapter fees and Liability Insurance.
4. A Strategic Plan is in process by the Finance Committee and will be brought back to the November Meeting.
5. A suggestion was provided to contact Patrick Maxwell concerning a possible person for the Audit with unsuccessful communication with John Schmidt.
6. Additional non-doctoral funding for Research awards was discussed by the Finance Committee.  The Committee recommended that the Research Committee prepare criteria regarding this award before a final decision is made by Finance.
7. Heidi Maloni and Cathleen Shannon will explore having the Cambridge Account rolled over into the Franklin-Templeton Account.
8. A drop box Account for the Leadership will be explored.
a. Suggested by Marysanta Bigomy was to explore Goggle Business since Kappa is a 501-3C for the possibility of a free documents.

F. Finance Committee:  Anna Alt-White
1. Finance Committee Meeting was on October 14, 2024.  
Recommendations were provided to the Leadership Team at tonight’s meeting.

G. Faculty Counselor:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Founders’ Day Awardees for 2024 are Sophia Bertozzi (Junior); Noah Gomes (Senior); Monalisa Mendoza (Masters); Nicholas Cameau (DNP) and Lesley McCorry (PhD).
2. Kappa Information table will be October 21 or October 28 and or a November date for CSON students.
3. The date for Networking Night for 2005 will be determined at a later date.
4. The HURST will occur November 5-6-7, 2024 with Kappa providing breakfast items. 

H. Past Presidents’ Committee:  Sandra O’Brien
1. Committee is not active.

I. Research Committee:  Agnes Burkhard 
1. See Research Committee Report Attachment
2. Research Meeting occurred on October 14, 2024.  
3. Kathy Kelly, PhD will be resigning from the Research Reviewers.  Presently, three PhD and two DNP reviewers for the research applications.
4. The Committee would like to have an Educational Program with past awardees presenting their research and providing CEs in February.
5. The Criteria for non-doctoral applicants will be formulated by the Committee and provided to the Finance Committee.
6. Revised the 2023-2024 Goals for 2024-2025. 

J. Ad-Hoc Communications:  Kathleen Noel for Sudin Thomas
1. The CSON Leadership Seminar announcement will be distributed through email to the membership.

K. Interactions Kappa Chapter and the Conway School of Nursing
1. Amelia Clemens, CSON NSNA Senior President, communicated to Kathleen Noel that the CSON NSNA and students on October 25, 2024 will be sponsoring a Breast Cancer Awareness Event in the Przybyla Patio from 3:00-6:00 PM.

L. Student Intern 2024:  Susan Macyko
1. Susan Macyko will be attending the Tri-State Consortium Distinguished Lectureship as a CSON Representative on October 20, 2024.

ADJOURMENT:  8:34 P.M.  

NEXT MEETING:  The next Kappa meeting will be on zoom on November 19, 2024 at 6:45 P.M. Chat and 7:00 P.M. Meeting 




Respectfully submitted,

Beth Harkness, BSN, RN, CPN, CTP, CGCP 
Kathleen A. Noel, RN MS



Research Awards Committee
October 2024 Report
October 15, 2024
1. Committee Meeting Summary - The Research Awards Committee met on September 16, 2024.
· The committee agreed that grant application documents did not require substantive revisions for the Fall 24 application cycle.
· The 2023-24 Committee Strategic Goals were reviewed along with outcomes and a revision for 2024-25 (see attached appendix).
2. Committee Membership - Kathy Kelly PhD has resigned from the committee effective 10/14/23. A new committee member will be sought as a replacement. Our current committee roster includes 3 PhD reviewers and 2 DNP reviewers. Feedback has been solicited from the committee members to determine if we can wait to seek a replacement until the Spring 24 (due to the Fall 23 reviews beginning next week).  The timeline is very short for finding a new reviewer for this cycle.
Kathy Kelly was sent a message of gratitude for all her contributions to our committee’s work in promoting scholarship among Conway School of Nursing doctoral students. She has served on the committee for many years.

3. Fall 23 Grant Review Cycle – 
	Application due date
	October 18, 2024

	Application review period
	October 21-November 8, 2024

	Award recommendation to Kappa Leadership
	November 19, 2024

	Awardees notified of award
	November 21, 2024



4. Kappa Member Grant – Our committee continues to pursue the development of a new Kappa research/ebp grant that would be available to the general Kappa membership (non-doctoral students). A preliminary proposal (April 2024) was reviewed by the Finance Committee on 10/14/24, and our committee was sent feedback. This included a request for eligibility criteria. The Research Awards Committee was notified, input was solicited and we will be scheduling a meeting to discuss the request and develop draft criteria. 
5. Educational offerings for 2024-25
a. Number and timing of offerings – we discussed offering one education program in February 2025. We would like to offer CE for the program, present it via Zoom, and post a recording for later viewing by members.
b. Identify potential presenters – we discussed requesting 2-3 past grant (having received the award in the last 1-3 years) awardees to present their dissertation research and results in a panel format. 
Respectfully Submitted,
Agnes Burkhard PhD, RN
Chair, Research Awards Committee


Appendix A 
1. Strategic goals for 2024-25
a. Goals for 2023-24 and related outcomes: 
i. Evaluate and revise processes for application and review as needed. 
1. Outcome: Procedures and documents were updated. This included changing the award terminology to refer to the award as a “grant” in Fall 2023, and the requirement for prior IRB approval which was implemented in Spring 2024.
ii. Promote the awards aiming to increase total number or applicants by 25%
1. Outcome: The number of PhD applications and awards increased by 50%. The number of DNP applicants and awards remained unchanged – with no DNP applications 2022-24. 
iii. Each awardee will present a scholarly presentation to Kappa members within one year of dissertation or scholarly project completion.
1. Outcome: There were no presentations by awardees in 2023-24, however, we plan to seek past awardee presenters for our Spring 2025 research committee educational offering (see below).
iv. Collaborate with Program Committee to offer one nursing-research focused webinar per year.
1. Outcome: In Spring 2024, we offered an education program with one CE awarded. We aimed to post the recorded program on Zoom, but were unable to post due to Zoom access issues.
b. Updates/Revisions to strategic goals for 2024-25
i. The 2024-25 goals will include the same goals as last year, with the addition of one goal:
1. Design and implement a scholarly award for the general membership of the Kappa program. (Note: This grant is pending funding. Once funding is confirmed, the specific grant eligibility, guidelines, and application process will be proposed).                     
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