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I. Information Related to Funding

A. Purpose
The purpose is to encourage qualified nurses to contribute to the advancement of nursing knowledge through research.

B. Research Funding Procedure

Each year Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter sets aside funds for the support of research projects.  The Research Committee will review applications and make recommendations to the Executive Committee on all proposals received.

C. Criteria to be Used in Making Awards

1. Applicants for awards must meet the following criteria:
a) Be a current and continuing member of Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter during the funding period.
b) Comply with federal and local regulations concerning the protection of human subjects by submitting an institutional review board statement that confirms their approval.

c) Submit a well-defined, competitive research project pertinent to nursing.

d) Be prepared to initiate the research project or be in the process of conducting the research project.

e) Agree to the provisions of the Sigma Theta Tau International Research Grant Agreement (contained in the application packet) and sign the document to that effect.

2. Preference will be given to beginning researchers and those researchers in the early phase of a new program of research, other attributes being equal.

3. Allocation of funds will be based on the quality of the proposed research, the past performance and future promise of the applicant, the number of high-quality proposals received in the review cycle and the research budget.
4. Alpha Research Committee members are not eligible for these funds.

D. Grant Allocation

The amount of a given award will be decided on the basis of the sum requested, the purpose for the funds, the number of requests submitted, and the amount of funds available for distribution during the grant period.  The allocation of funds will be recommended by the Research Committee.  A maximum of $5,00 will be awarded per grant and is based on available funds and the number of high-quality proposals received.  One half of the funds will be distributed upon approval and one half of the funds will be distributed when the research is complete and a final report is received by the research chair.  Funds may be requested for research expenditures incurred up to one year prior to the grant submission date. 

In general, funds will be allocated for expenses incurred in conducting the study; however, no funds will be allocated for non-consumable items (e.g., tape recorders, computers, video cameras, etc.).  In addition, funds will not be allocated for presenting findings at professional meetings (i.e., poster preparation, slides, travel, and registration).

E. Deadline

March 1 and October 1 are the deadlines for submitting proposals.  
ONLY THOSE PROPOSALS WHICH ARE EXECUTED ACCORDING TO THESE GUIDELINES WILL BE CONSIDERED.  IF THE PROPOSAL DOES NOT MEET THESE GUIDELINES, THE PROPOSAL WILL BE RETURNED WITHOUT REVIEW.

II. General Instructions for Applicants

A. Applications must be received electronically by March 1 or October 1.
B. Submit an electronic copy of the application with the following subsections.

1. Application form (see attachment at end of this document)
2. Vitae (see enclosed outline; I.U. vitae is acceptable.)

3. Proposal (use enclosed outline for proposal, maximum length 10 double-spaced typed pages, excluding references and appendices).  Use the most recent APA edition.
4. Budget request:  In general, funds will be allocated for expenses incurred in conducting the study; however, no funds will be allocated for non-consumable items (e.g., tape recorders, computers, video cameras, etc.).  In addition, funds will not be allocated for presenting findings at professional meetings (i.e., poster preparation, slides, travel, and registration).

C. Arrange for letters from two persons who can support your potential to carry out the research.  Letters are to be sent electronically directly to the Research Committee chairperson.  For students, one of the above letters is required from the research advisor/chairperson indicating that the submitted proposal to Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter has been reviewed by the major advisor and the entire research plan has been approved by the thesis/dissertation committee.

D. When appropriate, funding is contingent upon approval by the local institutional review board (IRB) indicating approval of protection of human subjects.  The applicant must provide documentation showing approval from institutions or sites involved in the study.  IRB materials in process may be indicated on the application form.  Please note that there will be no funding distributed without documentation and submission of IRB approval.
E. When more than one investigator is listed, the first individual named will be the principal investigator who will assume responsibility for the conduct of the research.
F. A final report must be submitted to the committee chair within one year of the funding approval letter date. If the research is not finished one year of the funding approval letter date, ALL funds are to be returned to Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter (under certain circumstances extensions may be obtained from the Research Committee).

G. One half of the funds will be distributed upon approval and one half of the funds will be distributed when the research is complete and a final report is received by the research chair.
III. Outline for Preparation of Grant Proposal

A. Abstract

Include an abstract of your proposed research.  Outline objectives and methods.  Specify the subject population and describe the research design, instruments, research apparatus, and/or data gathering procedure to clearly reflect their importance in the study.  The length of the abstract should be < 200 words.

B. Specific Aims

State concisely and realistically what the research study is intended to accomplish and/or what hypothesis (es) is/are to be tested if appropriate.

C. Theoretical Frameworks/Literature Review

Sketch the background of your proposal. Critically evaluate existing knowledge.  Specifically identify the gaps in knowledge that the project is intended to fill.  State concisely the importance of the research described by relating the specific aims to long-term objectives. Summarize the theoretical rationale as appropriate. Make clear the nursing implications of the research.

D. Methods

Discuss in detail the research design to be used to accomplish the specific aims.  Describe the protocols to be used and the tentative sequence of the investigation.  Include how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted.  Describe new methodology and its advantage over existing methodology if appropriate.  Discuss potential difficulties and limitations of the proposed procedures and discuss why alternative approaches to achieve aims are not proposed.

1. Subjects/Participants
Describe the target population and characteristics of the subjects/participants.  Include the number of subjects/participants, the rationale for sample size, and the sampling procedure.

2. Instruments

Address the specific characteristics of the instruments and their reliability and validity.  Address how the tool(s) will be used.  The instrument(s) should be submitted in an appendix.

3. Procedure

Describe the design and procedure to be used for the proposed data collection.  Specify what kinds of data you expect to obtain.  Give details of subject/participant selection and patient care if a clinical situation is involved.  If an educational research project, give details of the teaching strategy and student population that will be involved. If appropriate, discuss potential problems or limitations of the procedures you propose.  Discuss in detail any procedure, situations and/or materials in your proposed research that may be hazardous to subjects/participants. Indicate precautions to be exercised.  Suggest a tentative schedule for the main steps of the investigation.

E. Tentative Plan for Data Analysis

Describe the means by which the data will be analyzed and/or interpreted specific to each hypothesis or research question.

F. Limitations

Describe limitations of the study.


G. Human Subjects

Provide a statement of the subjects'/participants’ rights and risks if they participate in your study.

H. Facilities Available

Describe the facilities available for this study (e.g., laboratories, clinical resources, office space, technologies, etc.).

I. Collaborative Arrangements

If the proposed research requires collaboration with other institutions and/or disciplines, describe the nature of collaboration and provide evidence to the reviewers that the institutions and/or disciplines are willing to cooperate.

J. Other Funding Sources

Indicate concurrent and/or anticipated or potential funding from additional sources.

K. References

List the references cited in the text.

L. Appendices

Include copies of the questionnaires, interview schedules or other instruments to be used, scoring instructions, etc.

OUTLINE FOR CURRICULUM VITAE

Indiana University School of Nursing vitae may be submitted.  If not a faculty member, please submit a brief vitae for all investigators using the following format:

1. Name:
2. Education (begin with baccalaureate education and include post doctoral):

Institution/Location


Inclusive Dates
Major

Degree/Date
3. Professional Experience in Reverse Order (start with present):

Title




Name/Address of Employer

Dates
4. Honors (include membership in Sigma Theta Tau chapter and activities):

5. Publications and papers presented at state, regional and national meetings.  If possible, attach copies of publications, which support your grant proposal.

6. Previous Research Grants:
7. Previous Research Experience:
RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION FORM

	Sigma Theta Tau International

550 West North Street

Indianapolis, IN  46202

Alpha Chapter
	For Office Use Only

Number


Date:          
      
Funding Cycle:   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  March 1



   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  October 1
APPLICANT INFORMATION

1. Title of Project:          

Principle Investigator

2. Name:          

3. Institutional information (Employer or School currently enrolled):           

4. Preferred Mailing Address:          


City:         

State/Province:          

Zip/Postal Code:          

Country:          

5. Business Phone:          

Fax:          

Home Phone:          

E-mail:          

6. Registered Nurse in State(s), Province/Country of:



          

License No(s):          




          

License No(s):          




          

License No(s):          

7. Sigma Theta Tau International Membership:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No     Chapter(s):          

*Note:  Must be Alpha Chapter member
8. Primary Position:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service    

9. Have you ever received a Sigma Theta Tau International Small Grants Research Award:                          



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     Date:          

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

10. Are you now receiving, or have you received, any support for this project from any source?  Other support is defined as all funds or resources, whether Federal, non-Federal, or institutional, available to the principal investigator in direct support of the research endeavors through research or training grants, cooperative agreements, contracts, fellowships, gifts, prizes, and other means.  Please indicate sources and amount.

Source:         

Amount:          


Source:         

Amount:          


Source:         

Amount:          

11. AMOUNT REQUESTED FROM: 


SIGMA THETA TAU INTERNATIONAL (U.S. DOLLARS)
$          





TOTAL BUDGET OF THE PROJECT
$         

If other support requested is received, it is expected that you will submit a copy of your funding notice to Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter for your grant file.  NOTE: Under budget (section D) justify how the funds received from Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter will support a particular aspect of this research distinct from that of other requested or actual sources of funding.  It is expected that the Principal Investigator will not accept duplicate funding.

12. Human subjects involved?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Animal subjects involved?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Institutional Review Board (IRB) action (include a copy of the approval)



Approval Date:          



Comments:     
     

*Studies may have IRB in process, but cannot be funded until IRB approval is documented and submitted.

13. Co-Investigators:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
(if yes, include biosketch)


Name:          


Preferred Mailing Address:          

City:          
    State/Province:          

Zip/Postal Code:         

Country:          


Business Phone:          

Fax:          


Home Phone:          

E-mail:          


Name:          


Preferred Mailing Address:          

City:          
    State/Province:          

Zip/Postal Code:         

Country:          


Business Phone:          

Fax:          


Home Phone:          

E-mail:          


14. Information to be completed by doctoral students submitting a dissertation proposal:


Degree sought:          

Expected date of completion:          


Are you admitted to masters or doctoral candidacy?         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No                              


University:     
     


College/School:          


Department:          


Major:          


Minor(s):          


Name of Research Advisor/Chairperson:          

(Please note that doctoral students are required to submit a letter from their Research Advisor/Chairperson indicating approval of research plan by entire dissertation committee.)

15. Starting Date of Project:          

Proposed Completion Date:         

RESEARCH GRANT AGREEMENT

If my proposal is funded by the Alpha Chapter, I agree:

1. To use the grant for the research project as described in the application and return any unused funds to the Treasurer of Sigma theta Tau, Alpha Chapter.  Receipts and/or other documentation of expenses will also be submitted to the Treasurer.

2. Complete the research within one year of the funding approval letter date.  If  the research is not finished one year of the funding approval letter date, ALL funds are to be returned to Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter (under certain circumstances extensions may be obtained from the Research Committee).

3. To submit a final report to the Research Committee chair within one year of the funding approval letter date.  If a final report is not submitted to Research Committee Chair within one year of the funding approval letter date, ALL funds are to be returned to Sigma Theta Tau-Chapter (under certain circumstances extensions may be obtained from the Research Committee).

4. To acknowledge the assistance of Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter in any appropriate way in connection with the completed research project – this includes acknowledgment in any advertisement of presentation or publication of the research project.
5. To acknowledge Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter when publishing or presenting the findings in other venues, to acknowledge Sigma Theta Tau International-Alpha Chapter as a funding source.

6. To not accept duplicate funding for the project (funding from another source for the same budgeted items).

7. To accept responsibility for the scientific conduct of the project if a grant is awarded as a result of this application. 

Signature of Principal Investigator:          

Date:          
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