Sigma Theta Tau International, Alpha Zeta Chapter

Call for Research Proposals

For Researchers: $2,500 available: Open to all STT-Alpha Zeta members (both student and faculty)

For Student Researchers: $1,000 available: Open only to STT-Alpha Zeta members enrolled in an accredited graduate program.

Instructions Overview:

Formatting: 11-point Times New Roman font, single space, Black font color, 1/2 inch margins.

NOTE: Narratives that exceed the five-page limit—or that do not conform to the formatting instructions above— will not be reviewed.

Maximum 5 single-space pages including:

1. Researcher Information


1.1. Name and Credentials of Principal Investigator (PI)


1.2. PI Title


1.3. PI Email


1.4. PI Phone (optional)

2. Project Title

3. Abstract (200 words)

4. Specific Aims/Research Question(s) (Suggested Length 1 page)

5. Significance and Innovation (Suggested Length ½-1 page)

6. Approach (Suggested Length 2 pages)

7. Risks/Challenges & Dissemination (Suggested Length ½-1 page)

8. Budget (Suggested Length 1/2 page)

9. Biographical Sketch(es)(Maximum 2 pages each Biosketch)

Detailed Instructions:

Page Length: Maximum 5 single-space pages

Formatting: 11-point Times New Roman font, single space, Black font color, ½  inch margins.

NOTE: Narratives that exceed the five-page limit—or that do not conform to the formatting instructions above— will not be reviewed.

Please leave the section headings listed below in the narrative and use them as an organizational tool. – Delete the instructions when submitting.

Please provide brief responses to the following items, entering your response under each item.

1. Researcher Information

1.1. Name and Credentials of Principal Investigator (PI):

1.2. PI Title:

1.3. PI Email:

1.4. PI Phone (optional):

2. Project Title
3. Abstract (200 words)

Briefly summarize your proposed project in one paragraph. Outline objectives and methods. Specify the subject population and describe the research design, instruments, and procedure to clearly reflect their importance in the study.

4. Specific Aims/Research Question(s) (Suggested Length 1 page)

Briefly define the specific aim(s) of your research proposal. List research questions and associated hypotheses if applicable.

5. Significance and Innovation (Suggested Length ½-1 page)

The Significance section should explain the importance of the problem or describe the critical barrier to progress in the field that is being addressed. Explain how the proposed research project will improve scientific knowledge, technical capability, and/or clinical practice in one or more broad fields. Describe how the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative interventions that drive this field will be changed if the proposed aims are achieved. It should cover: the state of existing knowledge, including literature citations and highlights of relevant data; rationale of the proposed research; explain gaps that the project is intended to fill; and potential contribution of this research to the scientific field(s) and public health. 

The Innovation section should explain how the application challenges and seeks to shift current research or clinical practice paradigms. Describe any novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation or interventions to be developed or used, and any advantage over existing methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions. Explain any refinements, improvements, or new applications of theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions. The innovation section should include the following: why concepts and methods are novel to the research field and focus on innovation in study design and outcomes.

6. Approach (Suggested Length 2 pages)

The approach section provides description regarding how the research will be carried out. This section is crucial to how favorably an application is reviewed. This section should include the following: (1) PI’s preliminary studies, data, and experience relevant to the application and the experimental design (Preliminary work is not mandatory but should be included if available); (2) the overview of the experimental design; (3) a description of methods and analyses to be used to accomplish the specific aims of the project; (4) if the project is in the early stages of development, describe any strategy to establish feasibility, and address the management of any high risk aspects of the proposed work; (5) a detailed discussion of the way in which the results will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted; (6) a description of any new methodology used and why it represents an improvement over the existing ones. 

7. Risks/Challenges & Dissemination (Suggested Length ½-1 page)

This section should include (1) a discussion of potential difficulties and limitations and how these will be overcome or mitigated; (2) expected results, and alternative approaches that will be used if unexpected results are found; (3) a projected sequence or timetable (work plan) (4) justify that the project can be completed within the 1 year time frame.

8. Budget (Suggested Length 1/2 page) (See sample below – add or delete rows as needed)

Please include a budget for the project. Sigma Theta Tau International does not fund indirect costs or costs related to completing an education program (e.g. tuition). The budget narrative must include the amount and source of all funds. It should also demonstrate that the finances are in sync with the proposal's concept, and that the project is financially feasible and well- conceived. Grant funding may be used for the following:

·  Personnel (Requests for Investigator salaries may be included. Include hourly rate for personnel),

· Consultants (Limit to $75 per hour)

· Research Assistants, secretarial staff, typing costs (typing costs must be those directly related to the research. Typing of dissertations cannot be funded) 
· Supplies, Equipment, Computer hardware & software

· Travel Expenses (for data collection or dissemination of research results only)

· Other

	Budget Category
	Costs
	Justification

	Principal investigator
	
	

	Co-Investigator
	
	

	Consultant
	
	

	Support staff
	
	

	Equipment
	
	

	Supplies
	
	

	Travel
	
	

	Other expenses
	
	

	TOTAL COSTS
	
	


9. Biographical Sketch(es)(Maximum 2 pages each Biosketch)

A biographical sketch (contact and biographical information) must be completed for each investigator (see NIH Biographical Sketch as a separate file) – Maximum 2 pages each biosketch
