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State News for NSPE Members

Coastal Management Strategy Update Underway

The Puerto Rico Department of Natural and Environmental Resources has begun
updating its coastal management strategy for 2023-25 as part of the island's
participation in the federal Coastal Zone Enhancement Program. Of concern are
rising sea levels, polluted runoff, and strategies for protecting Puerto Rico's
coastlines and coral reefs, which are crucial to the island's economy thanks to
tourism.

Public comment will be accepted for several months as the strategy is completed,
the Pew Trusts reports. Once it is approved by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, Puerto Rico will receive funding to implement the plan.

Lawmakers Ask Army Corps to Focus on Caño Martín
Peña Project

Florida Senators Marco Rubio and Rick Scott recently wrote a letter urging the US
Army Corps of Engineers to dedicate resources to completing a list of projects,
including the Caño Martín Peña project. The ecosystem restoration and flood
control initiative aims to improve water quality, restore the watershed's ecosystem,
and address serious public health and safety issues in afflicted neighborhoods in
San Juan.

Read more from ENLACE Caño Martín Peña, an environmental justice and social
transformation initiative that aims to restore the estuarine channel.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Share Your Story #IAMNSPE
Who is NSPE?
NSPE is its members. NSPE members—like you—bring a unique story and

https://coast.noaa.gov/czm/enhancement/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2021/12/03/in-puerto-rico-new-coastal-management-plan-must-protect-nature-and-economy
https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8c514ea9-16a0-403e-ab30-4fdd448152d2/836429B9900B25499E8FCAC603487D66.12.07.21-letter-to-asacw-re-supplemental-work-plan.pdf
https://brooklynrail.org/special/River_Rail_Puerto_Rico/river-rail/To-the-Rescue-of-an-Estuarine-Ecosystem-Community-Action-in-the-Fight-for-the-Restoration-of-Cao-Martn-Pea
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/


perspective to the engineering profession. Learn more about your peers and share
your own story with a 30-second video and the hashtag, #IAMNSPE.

I Am Innovative

Ben Amaba, P.E., LEED AP, CPIM, BD+C
CTO Digital Transformation with Technology Innovation

NSPE is “the perfect venue to learn, network, and advance your skills,”
according to Ben Amaba, an innovator at IBM. It brings together a diverse
set of professionals who are innovating the world, and has helped him
both personally and professionally.

Honor Awards Open for Nominations
The NSPE Honor Awards promote the professional engineer’s contributions to
society and recognize the achievements of the profession’s very best. The deadline
for award submissions is January 31, 2022.

NSPE Award 
The NSPE Award is the highest award given to an
individual by the Society. It is presented to an engineer
who has made outstanding contributions to the
engineering profession, the public welfare, and
humankind. Steven Arndt, Ph.D., P.E., F.NSPE, a world-

https://www.nspe.org/membership/i-am-nspe
https://www.nspe.org/membership/i-am-nspe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS4H_F5Qznk
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards-recognition
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards/nspe-award


renowned authority in the field of nuclear engineering,
received the award in 2020.

New Professional Award 
This award recognizes a young NSPE member who has
made outstanding contributions to the engineering
profession and the community during the early years of
one’s career. Stephanie Blain, P.E., received the award
in 2021. She is employed with Palmer Engineering
Company in Lexington, Kentucky.

Get Your 15 Free PDHs for 2021—While They Last
Access to the 2021 selection of 15 free courses
ends in January, so claim them before it’s too
late. Members can conveniently view courses
from the comfort of their home or office.

PDHs from these courses are recognized by
most US states, including Florida, and are
earned after passing a quiz with a score of 70%
or higher. Simply “purchase” the webinars and
add them to your NSPE member account.
Webinars in your account can be accessed for up to one year.

Here’s a sample of available webinar topics:

Ethics Forum: Conflicts of Interest - Serving the Public

How To Be An Effective Witness

Leading Project Teams: Emerging Technologies and Smart Design

Your System Now and in the Future - Ensuring Sustainability through
Strategic Planning

Start earning your PDHs.

https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards/new-professional-award
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=B4E0C336-BB7F-43A4-B741-B73215B45D32
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=EC3CB9CB-6BE8-411D-8276-356101D2B16C
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=51A478F6-6DF8-406B-9DB2-2FEDE3D4E5C0
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=33D79AD7-A575-4D88-BE8F-F3A5B49D3006
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=33D79AD7-A575-4D88-BE8F-F3A5B49D3006
https://www.nspe.org/membership/member-benefits/fifteen-free-courses
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