
>>>> MAY 2020

State News for NSPE Members

Waste-to-Energy Debate Continues

Waste Dive reports: “WTE can be an appealing proposal for many communities,
and especially so for Puerto Rico, an island plagued by noncompliant landfills the
U.S. EPA projects could leave the territory at capacity in a matter of years. Such
stark predictions mean more efforts are being directed toward recycling and
composting initiatives, but some experts worry even an island-wide recycling
program would not solve the problem fast enough.” Read more.

Solar Project Moves Forward

Greenbriar Capital Corp. announced in early April that it had signed an agreement
with the China Machinery Engineering Corporation to design, build, equip, and
construct the largest renewable energy project in the Caribbean. The Montalva
solar project will be built on the southwest coast. Read more.

Budget Cuts Bruise UPR

UPR is facing severe budget cuts that are hurting a beloved institution known for
top-tier engineering programs, according to a report by the Pulitzer Center. A
student from the Rio Piedras campus said: “From lack of toilet paper to closing of
sections to people having to drop out, that is our reality right now.”

The Possibilities of Resilient Energy

Private donations of technology and other resources are helping to establish
“microgrids” around the island. According to an article in The Hill by Jeff
Schlegelmilch and Shay Bahramirad. The use of rooftop solar is also growing.
“While Puerto Rico offers a glimpse of what is possible, it is also a cautionary tale.
Microgrids and better electrical infrastructure are already available to those who

https://www.wastedive.com/news/puerto-rico-wte-island-landfill/575843/
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https://pulitzercenter.org/reporting/uphill-battle-university-puerto-rico-students-professors-respond-severe-budget-cuts
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/496731-in-puerto-rico-a-glimpse-of-the-future-of-resilient-energy
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/496731-in-puerto-rico-a-glimpse-of-the-future-of-resilient-energy


can afford it, or to those lucky enough to benefit from nearby renewable power,” the
authors write. “In order to truly realize the promise of technical innovations, they
need to be integrated into smart electrical grids that are resilient to the growing
number of extreme events that we are facing. Only when the grid can continue to
provide these added capabilities will there be sufficient societal resilience to meet
the challenges that emerge.”

Schlegelmilch is deputy director at the National Center for Disaster Preparedness
at Columbia University’s Earth Institute and Bahramirad, who holds a PhD in
electrical engineering, is the vice president of Engineering and Smart Grid for
ComEd.

Get Ready for Virtual PE Conference 2020 (#NSPEVirtual)
To protect the health, safety, and welfare of
our members, while continuing to provide
meaningful and valuable education and
engagement opportunities, NSPE
leadership has decided to postpone this
year’s Professional Engineers Conference
(PECon) in Philadelphia until summer 2021.
In its place, the Society will host an online
Virtual PE Conference in August. Events will
be centered around the annual celebration
of PE Day, August 5.

The new virtual program will make it easier for attendees to participate according to
their schedules. Sessions can be experienced in a live virtual environment or by
accessing recordings at a more convenient time. Virtual PECon will be easily
accessible and affordable due to the elimination of travel costs and reduction in
registration fees. PDH credits will be available for education sessions comparable
to the amount you could earn at a regular PECon. The virtual conference will also
provide networking and social connection with colleagues in addition to
professional development opportunities.

Current plans include:

Education tracks and sessions, featuring many of the sessions already
planned for PECon 2020;

Tracks spread throughout the week at various times of day, empowering
attendees to take in more of the content they desire;

Recording all sessions to make them available for on-demand viewing;



Hosting keynote speakers and senior leaders allowing for interactive Q&A
with attendees; and

Networking/roundtable topic discussions with peers by region and areas of
practice, geared to increase dialogue and member engagement.

Stay tuned for more information on content and registration to come.

Pandemic Forces Profession to Adjust
NSPE and its certification division NICET , as well as state societies and individual
members, are all adapting to a changed world.

Our latest PE cover story highlights how organizations
and individual PEs are meeting the challenges with
courage, compassion, and innovation. NSPE and its state
societies are continuing to provide information, advocacy,
and continuing education as staffers are sheltering at
home. PEs are running companies from their bedrooms
or dining rooms and working to ensure employee well-
being while keeping businesses afloat.

No one knows what the future holds. But professional
engineers will be among those helping to create that
future—as always, prioritizing the public health, safety, and welfare.

Read more from May/June PE magazine.

Update: NICET’s certification testing for engineering technicians has started to
return but on a reduced schedule. Pearson VUE, the company that manages
testing centers for NICET exams as well as NCEES exams and those in many
other professions, began reopening on May 1. Centers will be operating at 50%
capacity and for limited hours. The reopening of testing centers in Pennsylvania
and Alaska has not been scheduled, due to locally imposed restrictions. For the
latest information, visit NICET’s COVID-19 response web page .

Read the latest on NCEES’s FE and PE exams.

Don’t Miss These Upcoming Webinars
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NSPE is increasing the number of its webinars to serve members during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Stay current in the profession, earn PDHs, and advance your
career by tuning in.

Engineering Exemptions and Education: Diminish the First and Enhance the
Second - May 20

Negotiate It! How to Crush Your Fears, Develop Your Negotiation Muscle,
and Gain Power in the Workplace - May 27

Fire Protection Engineering in Property Risk Management - June 3

Ethics in our Changing World - June 10

Engineers, Building Water Systems and Legionella: What You Need to Know
- June 24

Visit NSPE’s PE Institute.
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