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State News for NSPE Members

Unprecedented Growth Spurs Need for Better
Infrastructure in Tennessee

Amid unprecedented growth in Tennessee, lawmakers are seeking solutions to
outdated infrastructure, reports WKRN.

Governor Bill Lee announced in his annual State of the State address he’s
recommending over $3 billion extra to fund TDOT’s road project. Part of that
project includes lanes for which people can pay to use and potentially bypass
traffic. Although there has some been contention over whether to call these “toll
roads” or “choice lanes,” the general idea of expanding the state’s infrastructure
has bipartisan support.

It currently takes more than 15 years to finish a road project. Tennessee leadership
is aiming to bring that down to five. Lee’s proposal allocates $750 million dollars for
each of the four TDOT regions across the state. Read more.

Tennessee Needs $62.9 Billion in Infrastructure
Improvements

Tennessee needs at least $62.9 billion worth of public infrastructure improvements
during the five-year period of July 2021 to June 2026—a $1.2 billion (2.0%)
increase from the year before—according to a new report by the Tennessee
Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations (TACIR).

Infrastructure needs for Transportation and Utilities increased for the seventh year
in a row ($750 million) and continues to be the largest category in the inventory,
with $35.2 billion in total needs (56.1% of the inventory). Read more.

Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day at Y-12 Draws
Hundreds of East TN Students
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According to WATE-TV in Knoxville, 600 female high school students from across
East Tennessee were in Oak Ridge to learn more about careers in STEM.

The students came from 18 schools to participate in Introduce a Girl to Engineering
Day at the Y-12 National Security Complex. The goal of the day was to “inspire
girls to consider careers in science, technology, engineering, and math,” according
to a release from Consolidated Nuclear Security. It expands Consolidated Nuclear
Security’s relationships with area schools to develop its future workforce. Kristin
Waldschlager, a CNS educational outreach specialist, said teaching students about
STEM-related opportunities is “crucial” for Y-12.

“We have a sense of responsibility to make sure we support the development and
growth of future scientists and engineers who could be working here,” said
Waldschlager. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

TVA Engineer Named 2023 FEYA Winner
Stephen Craven, Ph.D., P.E., was named NSPE’s
2023 Federal Engineer of the Year for his
innovative work securing Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) substations and developing
improved communication architecture. Now in its
44th year, the Federal Engineer of the Year Award
is the only one of its kind to solely recognize
outstanding engineers employed in the federal
government. Federal agency winners were
honored during a ceremony held at the National
Press Club in Washington, DC, on February 24.

Stephen Craven is a third-generation TVA engineer, serving at the agency’s Power
Service Center in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Among his accomplishments, Craven
has helped secure substations against cyber-attacks, designing ways to keep
critical equipment disconnected from external attackers and yet still be remotely
monitored for anomalies. He was also instrumental in the development of a new
communication architecture that is faster, more reliable, and less expensive than
previous schemes. Read more .

FEYA ceremony photos can be accessed on the NSPE Flickr album .

WORKability Wednesdays Are Back!
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NSPE offers a live webinar series free to members—“WORKability Wednesdays”—
to support members with their professional development goals. The series covers
topics impacting the industry and helps to enhance your competencies in the
profession. The spring season sessions kicked off on March 8 with Understanding
the New Requirements for Cybersecurity Insurance . Register now at NSPE’s PE
Institute and invite a colleague to attend.

Upcoming webinars

March 22—Using Construction Manager at Risk Project Delivery to Manage
the Current Challenges in Constructing Projects

April 12—Doing Bad Things for Good Reasons: An Examination of Unethical
Pro-Organizational Behavior Among Professional Workers

Save the date for webinars on April 26, May 17, and May 31

Take the Milton F. Lunch Ethics Challenge!
Match your wits and knowledge of engineering ethics with experienced
professional engineers and engineering students throughout the country! All
current NSPE individual members and NSPE chapters (including student
members) are invited to participate in the 2023 NSPE Milton F. Lunch Ethics
Contest . Contest submissions are due by May 12. View past contest winner
entries .
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