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For Purple Line PE, Progress is Paramount

Matthew Pollack, P.E., of the Maryland Transit Administration, “took over the
Purple Line project just before it became a 16-mile swath of mostly abandoned
construction sites across the Washington suburbs,” reports the Washington Post.
Now he’s responsible for getting it done.

In an interview with the Post, Pollack described himself as “a public transit fan or
rail nut, or whatever you’d want to call me.” Why did he want to oversee the project
even though it was over budget and behind schedule? “Part of it is I’ve worked on
enough projects that I know there’s no such thing as a perfect project. What might
seem like a dire situation to the public is really just a project that needs a different
way forward….”

Governors and Mayor Request Additional Funding for Bay

Governors from Chesapeake Bay watershed states, plus DC mayor Muriel Bowser,
are urging Congress to spend an additional billion dollars on Bay restoration
efforts, according to the Bay Journal. In an announcement on Twitter, Virginia
Governor Ralph Northam said, “Our Billion for the Bay Initiative will create jobs,
stimulate economic growth, and protect the health of America’s largest estuary.”

The letter said the additional money would provide a “significant and much needed
infusion of new funds that will jumpstart the final phase of Bay restoration and put
people to work building clean water infrastructure, including green infrastructure
that will reduce stormwater and agricultural water pollution, the restoration of
natural landscapes, and helping us adapt to the impacts of climate change.”

The region faces a 2025 deadline to implement all pollution control measures
needed to clean up the Bay.

DC Locally Made Grant Invests in Manufacturing

https://www.washingtonpost.com/transportation/2021/05/07/maryland-purple-line/
https://www.bayjournal.com/news/policy/governors-say-a-billion-for-the-bay-will-help-clean-up-the-chesapeake/article_c4077196-b426-11eb-81ec-db217aa4dd1a.html


DC Mayor Muriel Bowser’s DC Locally Made Manufacturing Grant has invested $1
million in local businesses that are located in a Great Streets corridor and engage
in light manufacturing with funding for capital or tenant improvements of
commercial property with a designated industrial use. This grant incentivizes the
Great Streets initiative to bolster manufacturing, grow the District’s local business
economy, and strengthen supply chains within the city.

National Building Museum Reopens

The National Building Museum has reopened after being closed since December
2019 for renovations and due to the pandemic. The only US institution dedicated to
the built environment, the 41-year-old museum’s current exhibits focus on a
nonprofit architecture firm working to address public health and personal well-
being, the Gun Violence Memorial Project, and architectural photography.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

New Jersey Student Wins MATHCOUNTS Title
Marvin Mao, an eighth-grade student
from Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, was
named the 2021 Raytheon
MATHCOUNTS National Competition
champion during the virtual event held
May 8-10. Mao will receive a $10,000
scholarship.

This year’s national competition engaged 224 students representing 56 US states
and territories in four rounds: Sprint, Target, Team, and Countdown.

The runner-up for the individual competition was Bohan Yao, an eighth-grader from
Redmond, Washington, who will receive a $5,000 scholarship. Ten finalists will
receive $3,000 scholarships.

Mao is also a member of the first-place New Jersey team consisting of fellow
eighth-grade students Evan Fan, Ying Lu, and Alexander Wang. The team will
receive a trip to the US Space Camp. The California team finished in second place
and the New York team placed third.

California Team Captures Math Video Award

A video combining algebraic equations with an exciting heist won the 2021 Math
Video Challenge for a team representing the Elite Academic Academy in southern

https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-invests-5-million-improve-food-access-create-jobs-and-support-local
https://www.nbm.org/national-building-museum-announces-april-9-reopening/
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.mathcounts.org/2021-raytheon-technologies-mathcounts-national-competition
https://www.mathcounts.org/2021-raytheon-technologies-mathcounts-national-competition
https://www.mathcounts.org/math-video-challenge-0
https://www.mathcounts.org/math-video-challenge-0


California.

Team members Bradley Carpiuc (eighth
grade), Madelynn Carpiuc (sixth grade),
Zoe Kim (eighth grade) and Cole
Seelman (sixth grade) each won a
$1,000 college scholarship for their “The
Sanitizer Stealers” video during the
challenge finals on May 9. The video is
about a group of thieves who steal
overpriced hand sanitizer from a store.
The crime is caught on camera, and the owner uses math to piece together just
how much the thieves got away with.

The Math Video Challenge is a national program sponsored by MATHCOUNTS
and the Department of Defense (DoDSTEM). More than 200 students who
advanced to the national level of the MATHCOUNTS competition voted to
determine the winning video.

Access the 2021 finalist videos.

Nominations Open for the QBS Awards
Every year, ACEC and NSPE partner to administer the QBS Awards , recognizing
public and private entities that make exemplary use of the qualifications-based
selection process at the federal, state, and local levels. Award winners serve as
examples of how well the QBS process works, and they help promote the practice
in jurisdictions that do not use or underuse QBS to procure engineering services.

ACEC and NSPE are now seeking nominations for the 2021 QBS Awards by the
deadline Monday, June 7. The awards are administered in three categories:
federal government sector; state government sector; and nongovernment sector.

Nominations may originate from an ACEC member organization, an NSPE state
society, a public or private entity, or an individual in the public or private sector.
Self-nomination is not permitted.

Learn more and download a nomination form.

Boost Your Career with NSPE’s Spring Webinars

https://videochallenge.mathcounts.org/videos/sanitizer-stealers
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https://videochallenge.mathcounts.org/winning-videos
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards/qbs-award
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards/qbs-award


This season’s NSPE webinars will take place on Wednesdays starting at 2 p.m.
EST. The webinars are available to members for $99 ($129 for nonmembers) and
will include an online discussion and a 10-question quiz for the sessions to qualify
for continuing education credit.

May 26: Catapult Your Win Rate by 50%

June 2: Engineering Challenges of the 21st Century: A Discussion with Leaders of
Engineering Change Lab – USA

June 9: Tools to Ensure Effective Litigation Preparation and Testimony as an
Engineering Professional

Register now.
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