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State News for NSPE Members

Florida Lawmakers Seek Study of EV Impacts on
Infrastructure

With concerns raised about a proposed annual registration fee on electric vehicles
amounting to a “double tax,” House members want a study about impacts of the
increased number of electric vehicles on Florida roads, WGCU reports.

Bills filed in the House and Senate called for imposing a registration fee on electric
vehicles to make up for lost gas-tax revenue, which is used for transportation
projects. But the House Transportation & Modals Subcommittee scaled back the
House bill (HB 107) to direct state economists to review the long-term infrastructure
effects of electric vehicles and hybrid vehicles.

“It seems like a lot of us agree that we don't want to jump ahead when it comes to
applying some sort of fee or tax to EV drivers without doing the research first,” Rep.
Anna Eskamani, D-Orlando, said. Under the revised bill, lawmakers would be
expected in 2026 to consider potential changes to address the anticipated decline
in gas-tax revenue as more electric and hybrid vehicles go on the road. Read
more.

New UCF Tech Uses AI & VR to Monitor Safety of Bridges
and Buildings

The University of Central Florida reports that its researchers have developed four
new inventions that use artificial intelligence and virtual reality to improve the
structural health monitoring of buildings, bridges, roads, and other civil structures.

“Structural health monitoring is an area of need internationally,” says Necati
Catbas, a Lockheed Martin St. Laurent Professor in UCF’s Department of Civil,
Environmental and Construction Engineering who led the development of the
structural health monitoring technologies. Catbas says that traditional monitoring
methods involve onsite visual inspection, which can be both time-consuming and
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costly with manual inspections and can create road and bridge traffic closures.

One invention Catbas and his team developed employs computer vision, while
another uses augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR). He says computer
vision can complement sensors and visual inspection of structural health, and that
it is very practical because it doesn’t require access structures such as bridges,
buildings, or towers. The technology, a Comprehensive Structural Health
Monitoring System, enables inspectors to safely view and accurately assess the
load-worthiness and serviceability of structures without having to be onsite. Read
more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Share Your Expertise: NSPECon24 Presentations

NSPE seeks speakers willing to elevate the profession by providing interesting,
relevant, and timely education to colleagues attending the 2024 Professional
Engineers Conference (NSPECon24) August 7-9 in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Proposals may address a number of topics in three key conference tracks that
include leadership, issues and trends, and career assistance. Please consider
sharing your expertise and insights by submitting a presentation proposal by
midnight, January 10.

To learn more about potential topic areas, how to prepare a submission, and the
benefits of being selected to present, click on the button below.

Submit Your Presentation
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NSPE Member Benefit: On-Demand Webinars

The WORKability Wednesdays fall series wrapped up in November. Recordings of
the presentations are available in the PE Institute . Past webinars are also
available for viewing in the On-Demand Webinars section of the website.

NSPE is always seeking great content and speakers. Those interested in
presenting can submit ideas using the online Call for Webinars form .

Enterprise Membership - Elevate Your Engineering Team

Is your organization looking to bring together a team of engineers, each committed
to professional growth and staying up to date with the ever-evolving field of
engineering? Consider launching your NSPE Enterprise Membership!

In today's rapidly changing engineering landscape, having a group of experts with
diverse skills is essential. To rise to the challenges of this environment, engineers
must commit to continuous upskilling and lifelong learning. The skills demanded by
the profession in 2024 include critical thinking, problem-solving, active learning,
resilience, stress tolerance, and flexibility.

“NSPE Enterprise Membership has proven to be a valuable program for our
engineering team at Huitt-Zollars. It streamlines our membership process; the
ability to make a single payment for multiple employees simplifies our
administrative tasks and reduces time. Our engineers appreciate the continuous
learning/professional development and networking opportunities provided by NSPE
throughout the year.” — John Ho, P.E., F.NSPE, Vice President, Huitt-Zollars

Key Advantages of NSPE Enterprise Membership

Unite Your Engineering Team: NSPE Enterprise Membership brings
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together five or more individuals from your organization into one cohesive
group.

Streamlined Billing: Enjoy unparalleled member benefits and simplify the
billing process with a single consolidated invoice and one payment for the
entire group.

Gain Access: Reach a wide network of multidisciplinary engineers across
local chapters, state societies, and NSPE.

Dedicated Member Services: Access customized member services through
a single point of contact at NSPE for membership servicing and any
questions your team may have.

Enjoy Discounts with Benefit Partners: NSPE membership entitles your
employees to deep discounts on a wide variety of publications, tech, office
needs, test prep, insurance, and more.

Learn more about the benefits of Enterprise Membership.
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