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State News for NSPE Members

Everglades Restoration Project Hits 20-Year Mark

At the 20-year mark of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Program, the
megaproject continues to face scrutiny for being behind schedule and overbudget.
As Craig Pittman, a native Floridian with 30 years at the Tampa Bay Times, wrote,
"Lots of big stuff is underway, including building three huge reservoirs south, east,
and west of Lake Okeechobee." He added, "But the estimated price tag is now up
to around $16 billion, more than double the original, and the new completion date is
in the 2060s, which is 30 years after it was supposed to be finished. In other words,
by the time it’s done, CERP will be ready to apply for an AARP membership." Read
Pittman's complete commentary in the Florida Phoenix.

Senator Marco Rubio sees progress, adding, "The tasks ahead are substantial, but
the goal is too important to stop fighting. Make no mistake: After decades of delay,
Everglades restoration is starting to yield real results."

Meanwhile, in late November, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
and federal and local partners reasserted their commitment to dedicating resources
to restoring the Everglades through water quality improvement projects. The
department defined the Everglades and the ecosystems it supports as international
treasures. The total funding for Everglades restoration exceeds half a billion dollars
per year. Work to be done includes filling canals and removing levees to restore
natural flow, correcting seepage problems, and rehydrating the southeastern
coastal marshes, according to the National Park Service.

Lawmakers Hope to Address Climate Change in New Ways

House Speaker Chris Sprowls and Senate President Wilton Simpson are
advocating for shifts in the ways the state works to combat the effects of climate
change, reports Law.com. The lawmakers want to see mitigation projects planned
farther in advance and the embracing of tactics like beach renourishment, septic
tank conversion, and flood mitigation.

https://www.wlrn.org/news/2020-12-11/drained-takes-a-deep-dive-into-the-plan-to-restore-the-everglades
https://www.floridaphoenix.com/2020/12/17/twenty-years-on-plan-to-restore-fls-everglades-runs-into-climate-questions/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/commentary/fl-op-com-rubio-everglades-restoration-20th-anniversary-20201211-wj4w2fgip5gfjfp4wxzeaqafli-story.html
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDEP/bulletins/2ad617e
https://www.nps.gov/ever/learn/nature/upload/RestorationFactSheet%20Lo%20Secure.pdf
https://www.law.com/dailybusinessreview/2020/11/20/floridas-republican-leaders-look-at-climate-change-plans/


Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

NSPE Government Relations Staff Releases 2020
Advocacy Report
NSPE’s Government Relations staff has released its year-end report—By the
Numbers—a semi-deep dive into how advocacy campaigns performed, which
issues staff tracked and how often, and which members of Congress were most
and least supportive of NSPE issues.

The report provides summaries of lessons learned and establishes best practices.
It also draws some fact-based conclusions on who are NSPE allies on the Hill, and
which offices need a little more prompting before they get on board. It’s an
excellent capstone to an unexpected and difficult, but ultimately successful year!

Access the report.

Education Foundation Celebrates 60 Years of Giving Back

For 60 years, the NSPE Education Foundation has been a major source of support
for the educational and ethical practice needs of engineering students, engineering
teachers, and practicing professionals.

This past year, the foundation gave out five scholarships to deserving engineering
students and supported young professionals in NSPE’s Emerging Leaders
Program . In the coming year, the foundation will explore additional programs to
broaden its reach and impact, and NSPE member support will mean more than
ever before.

In this season of giving, and in honor of the NSPE Education Foundation’s 60th
anniversary, a donation of $60 will help further its mission to support students,
educators, young professionals, and the profession at large.

https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/NSPEGR2020Report.pdf
https://www.nspe.org/resources/students/scholarships/recipients
https://www.nspe.org/resources/students/scholarships/recipients
https://www.nspe.org/resources/emerging-leaders-program
https://www.nspe.org/resources/emerging-leaders-program


Donate today.

EJCDC Releases New Owner and Engineer Task Order
Docs
The Engineers Joint Contract Documents Committee has released a new
document: EJCDC E-505 2020, Agreement Between Owner and Engineer for
Professional Services—Task Order Edition . This document is available to NSPE
members at a 50% discount.

EJCDC E-505 defines individual task orders for specific professional assignments.
In a task order, the owner and engineer agree to task-specific terms, such as
scope of services, schedule, and compensation, for each specific assignment.
When a task order is issued, no drafting or negotiating is needed for provisions
such as indemnification, insurance, claims, dispute resolution, suspension, or
termination because these provisions will have been negotiated previously and set
in place in the E-505 Main Agreement and its exhibits.

The E-505 is designed for multiple or recurring assignments (“tasks”) related to one
or several projects; it is similar to the E-500 Agreement Between Owner-Engineer
for Professional Services in structure, terminology, and conditions. Updates to the
EJCDC E-505 include enhanced and reorganized exhibits to the E-505 main
agreement and task order form to reflect evolving contract practice and improve
ease of use. This edition is published in four parts, which are included in a
downloadable zip file.

Learn more.

It’s Not Too Late: Get Your 15 Free PDHs for 2020
Act now to take advantage of the annual NSPE
membership benefit of 15 free PDHs. Access to
the 2020 lineup of courses will end after
December 31.

Members may earn credits by viewing the
webinars from the comfort of their home or
office and will receive an attendance certificate
after passing a quiz with a score of 70% or
higher. PDHs from these courses are
recognized by most US states, including Florida.

https://www.nspe.org/resources/education-foundation
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=7FA7D5CB-8148-4D68-BF62-CFC99C1DA547
https://access.nspe.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=ShopCart&webcode=view_product&prd_key=7FA7D5CB-8148-4D68-BF62-CFC99C1DA547
https://www.nspe.org/resources/press-room/press-releases/ejcdc-updates-e-505-2020-agreement-between-owner-and-engineer
https://www.nspe.org/membership/member-benefits/fifteen-free-courses


Don’t have time to view the 15 free courses before December 31? Simply
“purchase” the webinars by December 31 and add them to your NSPE member
account. That way you can view them when you are ready. Webinars in your
account can be accessed for up to one year.

Here’s a sample of available webinar topics:

Engineering Ethics: The obligation to conduct themselves honorably,
responsibly, ethically and lawfully

Drones: The Sky’s the Limit

How Not to Fail as a Leader

Professional Engineer’s Role on Application of Artificial Intelligence and
Technology

Texts and Emails That Fuel Engineering Success

Act now to access the 2020 free courses .
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