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State News for NSPE Members

DAPE Certificate of Authorization Renewals

The Delaware Association of Professional Engineers is accepting Certificate of
Authorization renewals. Renewals are due annually by September 30. Supporting
documentation should be emailed to office@dape.org.

Delaware Memorial Bridge Gets a $93 Million Upgrade

The $93 million New Bridge Ship Collision Protection System has recently begun
construction on the Delaware Memorial Bridge, WHYY (PBS) reports.

The Delaware River Bay Authority's public information officer, James Salmon, says
that the aging infrastructure supports nearly 36 billion cars annually, whether that's
for everyday commutes to work, trips to see family, or product delivery.

"The bridge is a vital transportation link on the I-95 North-South corridor. Millions of
people rely on the structure of this transportation on a daily basis," he said. "It's our
responsibility to make sure that the bridge is open and available for our customers
to use on a daily basis."

Since the inauguration of the bridge's New Jersey-bound span in 1950 and the
Delaware-bound span in 1968, both sections of the structure have been subject to
substantial annual maintenance and essential infrastructure upgrades. These
ongoing efforts, as stated by Salmon, have ensured its capability to support today's
traffic demands.

"Today's tankers and ships that use the Delaware River are significantly bigger,
faster than they were in the fifties and sixties," he said. "The bridge fendering
system that is currently in place was satisfactory in the fifties and sixties. Today it is
out-served or outlived its useful life and we need to upgrade the situation for
today's traffic." Read more.
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Offshore Wind Developers Renew Interest in Delaware

The offshore wind industry has plenty of interest in building a wind farm off
Delaware but only if the state commits to buying a certain quantity of power from a
turbine farm, according to an offshore wind specialist at the University of Delaware,
according to Delaware Public Media.

Kris Ohleth, executive director of the school's Special Initiative for Offshore Wind,
said she has had discussions with Orsted – which is planning two wind farms off
New Jersey – and US Wind – which has plans for a project off Maryland and
southern Delaware – indicating that they are both watching Delaware closely to see
if it will for the first time procure offshore wind power from the rapidly growing
industry.

Both companies have unused wind-power capacity in their ocean-lease areas, and
could build more turbines if they could be assured of more customers in Delaware,
Ohleth said. The developers could also add to their leases by acquiring new
offshore wind areas that are expected to be auctioned by the federal government
next year, she said.

"They are very interested," she said. "The additional capacity for the Orsted and
US Wind sites, plus the central Atlantic leasing that is scheduled to happen in
2024, there's interest in having another off-taker, for sure. Developers are always
interested in another customer."

The comments come as Delaware officials continue to evaluate whether to
recommend an official procurement for offshore wind, and after lawmakers
resoundingly approved a bill that set a deadline of December 31 for the
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control to recommend a
procurement process for offshore wind power, after an analysis that has been
underway for at least 14 months. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Vermont PE Rises to Top Leadership
William (Bill) Atkinson, P.E., F.NSPE, was installed as
NSPE’s 2023–24 president during a ceremony at
NSPECon23 in Louisville, Kentucky, on August 3. He has
spent most of his career volunteering for NSPE and various
engineering organizations that hold true to his passion for
protecting the public through licensure and ethical
engineering decision making.
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Atkinson serves as the engineering manager and lead engineer at Vermont
Mechanical Inc., a mechanical and plumbing design build contractor that focuses
on healthcare and commercial construction (where he has been employed since
2001). He currently directs the service and engineering departments.

Throughout his engineering career, Atkinson has taken on various volunteer and
leadership positions within NSPE, the Vermont Society of Professional Engineers,
ASHRAE, and NCEES. He served on the Vermont Board of Professional
Engineers and the University of Vermont College of Engineering Advisory Board.
He has also served as an ABET observer and as the president of the Clarkson
University Vermont Alumni Chapter. He is a licensed professional engineer in New
Hampshire, New York, and Vermont.

Atkinson lives in Essex, Vermont, with his wife, Kim Atkinson, P.E., and two young
active sons. When he and his wife are not working they are often found coaching or
enjoying the outdoors in all seasons.

Honoring Excellence in the Profession
NSPE members were recently honored for their outstanding contributions to the
profession during NSPECon23 in Louisville, Kentucky.

Engineering Education Excellence Award
This award recognizes licensed engineering faculty who have demonstrated the
ability to link engineering education with professional practice. It is sponsored by
the Professional Engineers in Higher Education (PEHE) interest group.

Waterloo Tsutsui, Ph.D., P.E., is a senior research associate in
the School of Aeronautics and Astronautics at Purdue University
where his primary aim is to provide a rigorous education that
nurtures an engineering mindset among students and empowering
them to analyze, communicate, and solve complex problems. He
ensures students derive maximum advantage from meticulously

designed educational experiences integrated into their curriculum, fostering lasting
knowledge and capabilities that extend far beyond the confines of the classroom
for the ultimate benefit of students. As an example, Tsutsui implemented virtual
labs and visualization in lab courses as an innovative way to link engineering
practice to education.

New Professional of the Year Award
This award recognizes a young NSPE member who has made outstanding
contributions to the engineering profession and the community during the early
years of one’s career.



Sri Kumar, P.E., is the president and CEO of Connico, a national
consultancy serving the aviation, civil, and transportation markets.
In his current role, he is responsible for outlining the company’s
strategy for the future, ensuring the company continues to execute
its goals, and delivering excellence to clients from Tampa to
Seattle. He is also committed to building Connico’s employee-
focused culture and is passionate about developing a strong,

diverse, and uniquely talented team who work each day on solving some of the
nation’s most complex infrastructure challenges.

Emerging Leaders Program Seeks Candidates

The NSPE Emerging Leaders Program is seeking the next group of engineering
change-makers. Candidates with 5–8 years of professional experience in the
engineering field who are prepared to think strategically about their career and
begin taking on leadership roles are invited to apply.

The 2024 ELP syllabus and related time-commitments are available and the
application for the program is due by Thursday, August 31.

Apply Now
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