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State Receives $75.8 Million for Water Infrastructure
Projects

Delaware is getting almost $76 million dollars in federal funding for water
infrastructure projects from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. The state
was awarded seven grants in total by the Environmental Protection Agency for
infrastructure projects in local communities to protect public health and restore
water quality.

"We're going to see projects that are in the many types of categories, but mainly
we're addressing we're moving lead service lines, mitigating PFAS contamination,
increasing storage and water pressure, and then of course doing some
maintenance on replacing old distribution systems," Sandi Spiegel, program
administrator of Delaware's Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, stated in a news
release.

She says her department will see the bulk of the funding. "Going across seven
grants and two departments, the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund - the one
that I administer - is under the Department of Health and Social Services, we're
getting four of those grants, and they total about $60 million. Our program typically
is awarded about $11 million in federal grants each year to provide low interest
loans to water utilities for infrastructure improvements. This year we're receiving
five times that amount, and for the next four years after this year," said Spiegel.
Read more.

Climate Leadership Academy to Launch Second Cohort

The Delaware Climate Leadership Academy is seeking candidates for its next
session. The academy, which debuted in April, is expanding eligibility to include
enrollment of non-government professionals, according to a news release.

The academy, which is administered by the Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control in partnership with the Association of Climate Change
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Officers, provides training that teaches participants to integrate concepts of climate
change mitigation and adaptation into their professional decision-making. The
curriculum is targeted toward experienced professionals with sustainability,
environmental, engineering, planning, infrastructure, energy, health, agriculture,
emergency management, facility, and risk management backgrounds.

The virtual training includes instruction on:

Understanding climate science and assessing vulnerability;
The basics of greenhouse gas accounting, reporting, and disclosure;
Engaging organizational and community stakeholders to lead change; and
The economics of climate change and managing climate risk in your
organization.

"Every state agency, local government, and business in our state is affected by
climate change. Delaware's Climate Leadership Academy has already helped a
number of state and local governments prepare for climate change and begin to
develop solutions," said DNREC Secretary Shawn M. Garvin. "Opening up the
academy to other professionals will further expand our abilities to identify and
address the challenges of climate change across the state."

The deadline to register is Monday, October 24. Access more information about
the academy and register here.

Delaware Center Awarded $16.5 Million to Study
Resilience, Equity, and Economics

How to cope with natural disasters is complicated. The issues are multi-faceted:
people who live along the coast have homes, jobs, families, while businesses have
infrastructure and employees, all of which contribute to the region's economic
prosperity. When disasters occur, not everyone is affected equally. And, as climate
change worsens, the effects of hazards like hurricanes are increasingly felt farther
inland.

Now, the Disaster Research Center at the University of Delaware has been
awarded $16.5 million from the National Science Foundation to lead a multi-
institutional effort exploring the tension and tradeoffs between a community's goals
of managing hurricane risk while also achieving equity and economic prosperity,
the UDaily reports.

The UD-led hub — Coastal Hazards, Equity, Economic prosperity and Resilience
(CHEER) — is one of five NSF-funded projects announced recently as part of the
agency's Coastlines and People program, which is infusing $51 million in research
funding to protect the natural, social and economic resources of US coasts, and to
help create more resilient coastal communities.
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The work will require intense input from public policy, sociology, meteorology,
engineering, and other disciplines. The five-year project team will be led by Rachel
Davidson, a core DRC faculty member and UD professor of civil and environmental
engineering. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Moving the Society Closer to Our Vision
By Britt Smith, P.E., F.NSPE, President 2022-2023

What does NSPE mean to you? I’d like to try to tell
you what it means to me. I began my career with a
small civil engineering firm with a focus on
municipal engineering. After a few years, I moved to
the public works department in Jefferson City,
Missouri. This is the same city where my wife and I
have raised our three children. As a result, I’ve had
the privilege of working for the community that I
have called home most of my career.

Like many of you, I was approached by another engineer early in my career and
asked to join NSPE. I have moved through various leadership and volunteer roles
at the chapter, state, and national levels. I could not be more humbled to be the
president of NSPE. I never dreamed that I would be in this position. As I got
involved with NSPE, I met and built friendships with many wonderful engineers
within my community, around the state, and across this great country. Each time I
get involved and want to give back, I seem to receive so much more than I give.
Our founder David Steinman probably had similar thoughts. Steinman understood
that the technical problems of the various engineering disciplines are different, but
the interests of the profession are shared. He founded NSPE to unite the
profession around those common interests. NSPE was created, and continues
today, to be the single national professional society, with solidarity of purpose and
concentration of strength, to provide for the professional interests of the
engineering profession.

NSPE has adopted as our vision: A world where the public can be confident that
the engineering decisions affecting their lives are made by qualified and ethically
accountable professionals. Our vision statement is a simple statement, but a very
powerful message. I heard once that the average engineer holds the lives of more
people in their hands than any doctor could see in a lifetime. As I considered that
statement, I couldn’t help but think about the awesome responsibility we carry.
NSPE was created and continues today to help all members of our profession fulfill
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that responsibility.

Read more.

Nominations Open: Federal Engineer of the Year
Honoring the commitment of federal engineers
to innovation and service is the hallmark of the
Federal Engineer of the Year Award.
Nominations for the award, which attracts
participation from more than a dozen federal
agencies, are open until October 31.

The FEYA ceremony is scheduled for February
24, 2023, at the National Press Club in
Washington, DC. Tickets will be available for
sale in January. Apply or nominate a worthy engineer.

The 2022 Federal Engineer of the Year
Robert Zueck, Ph.D., P.E., was named NSPE’s 2022
Federal Engineer of the Year for his discoveries and
contributions in the engineering field during a virtual
awards event in February.

Prior to retirement, Zueck worked in the US
Department of the Navy’s Naval Facilities Engineering
Systems Command (NAVFAC), Expeditionary Warfare
Center at Port Hueneme, California. He is heralded for
applying his vibration research to military defense
projects for which engineers can now design beyond
the speed, agility, and stealth limitations of many military sensors, weapons, and
platforms. Find out more about Zueck in a PE article.

Access Free WORKability Wednesdays Webinars
The reviews of the Engineering: Addressing
Unintended Consequences as a Professional
webinar are excellent. “Applicable to all
engineering disciplines,” says one attendee.

If you were busy this summer and missed it,
there is time to watch this thought-provoking
webinar at NSPE’s PE Institute. All webinars in
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the spring series are available free to members.
Watch for more information soon about what to
expect in the fall series lineup!
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