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Upcoming NSPE-HI Meeting and Officer Installation

Let’s get together to celebrate both our Hawaii State Society and Maui Chapter
officers. Please join us for a virtual meeting and officer installation on Friday,
November 4, at 12:00 pm.

We’re excited to have NSPE Past President Tricia Hatley, P.E., F.NSPE, as a
guest at our meeting and to connect with our fellow engineers near and far. Ms.
Hatley will perform an installation ceremony for our FY2023 officers and will follow
the installation with a brief presentation on “Increasing the Value of HSPE.”

If you would like to attend, please send an email to hspemaui@gmail.com.

Recycled Plastic Polymer Asphalt Mix Being Tested on
Honolulu Roads

The Hawaii Department of Transportation is testing an asphalt mix with recycled
plastic polymer in Honolulu as part of its sustainable transportation initiatives. The
amount of plastic modified asphalt used—1,950 tons—will keep the equivalent of
195,000 plastic bottles out of the landfill.

A section of control pavement using polymer-modified asphalt will be installed next
to the plastic road. The project will also evaluate various high recycled asphalt
mixes using 50% RAP. Testing of the high RAP mixes will provide HDOT with the
data necessary to more than double the percentage of recycled asphalt used on
Hawaii roads.

“Even though we’re using a material that has been used on roads in the United
States for over five years, we need to make sure the mix is right for Hawaii and our
environment,” said Hawaii Department of Transportation Deputy Director for
Highways Ed Sniffen.

The University of Hawaii at Mānoa and Hawaii Pacific University have been
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contracted to evaluate the performance of the plastic modified asphalt and the
potential of the material to release microplastics into its surroundings. The
evaluation period will take place over a year and a half. HDOT will share the results
of the evaluation. Read more.

EPA Awards Funds to Ensure Safe Drinking Water for
Children

The Hawaii Dept of Health has been allocated $2 million from the Environmental
Protection Agency to be dedicated to the reduction of children’s exposure to lead in
drinking water in schools and childcare facilities.

In total, the EPA announced over $30 million in grant funding for projects
nationwide under the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act. Find
out more.

Hawaii and Guam Universities Partner to Provide New
Engineering Opportunities

A new partnership was recently established between the University of Guam,
University of Hawaii at Mānoa, and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard (PHNSY) that
provides a new career pathway for engineering students at the University of Guam.
Guam students can transfer to UH Mānoa after their sophomore year and earn a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering, then gain possible employment with
PHNSY and potential transfer to the Guam Naval Shipyard, according to a news
release.

UH Mānoa College of Engineering Dean Brennon Morioka and Department of
Mechanical Engineering Professor Marvin Young traveled to Guam in September
to kick off the partnership with University of Guam leadership and PHNSY
representatives. This partnership was enabled by developing a win-win-win
strategy.

“UH Mānoa benefits by increasing its student population and supporting the
university’s goal of diversification. Guam benefits by increasing their home-grown
technical workforce without having to stand-up an accredited mechanical
engineering degree program, and PHNSY benefits by increasing the technical
population of prospective staff and providing the ability to assess long-term
suitability of engineers for Hawaii and Guam operations,” Young said. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .
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Mark Your Calendar for Engineers Week 2023
Founded by NSPE in 1951, Engineers
Week (February 19–25, 2023) is dedicated
to ensuring a diverse and well-educated
future engineering workforce. The latest
theme for Engineers Week seeks to inspire
the next generation by celebrating all the
way engineers are Creating the Future!
Engineers play a vital role in innovating
solutions to global challenges that impact
future generations. By working together to
develop new technologies, products, and
opportunities, engineers create new
possibilities that make the world a better place.

Engineers Week is a time for you to:
Celebrate how engineers make a difference in our world.
Add your voice to the conversation about the need for engineers, technicians,
and technologists.
Engage students in engineering.

Access promotional resources.

DiscoverE Outreach Grants
Don’t miss your chance to fund your events for Engineers Week and Introduce a
Girl to Engineering Day.

There are $250-$1000 grants available:
Bell Girl Day grants for girl-centered programs
Engineers Week grants for underserved students

The deadline to apply for the grants is November 4.

https://www.nspe.org/resources/partners-and-state-societies/engineers-week
https://www.nspe.org/resources/partners-and-state-societies/engineers-week
https://discovere.org/engage/engineers-week/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_GfxQ18vwBBUeQypXQYTtA2dhDyqW60qhQFL9e5s3m3QJFg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQuw2aTUcuQYOjsRBr_xyoStr0DSE6mdjOgrUAFqtjS1KnSA/viewform
https://discovere.org/outreach-grants/


Workability Wednesdays Webinars
The fall series of Workability Wednesdays webinars
recently launched with a webinar on What Separates
Good Engineers From Great Engineers . The series is
free for NSPE members and covers topics impacting
the industry and helps to enhance your competencies
in the profession.

Upcoming Webinars
How Blockchain Protects Public Safety: A Working Solution (October 26)
Navigating the Ethical Dilemmas that Arise in Everyday Engineering Practice
(November 16)

If you missed the spring lineup of Workability Wednesdays webinars, you can still
view the recordings and receive PDH credit.

Last Call for FEYA Nominations
Nominations for the Federal Engineer of the
Year Award are open until October 31. The
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https://pdh.nspe.org/products/how-blockchain-protects-public-safety-a-working-solution
https://pdh.nspe.org/products/navigating-the-ethical-dilemmas-that-arise-in-every-day-engineering-practice
https://pdh.nspe.org/WWSpring2022


award, sponsored by the Professional
Engineers in Government, honors engineers
employed by a federal agency that employs at
least 50 engineers worldwide.

The FEYA ceremony is scheduled for February
24, 2023, at the National Press Club in
Washington, DC. Tickets will be available for
sale in January.

Nominations must be made by the federal agency. Access the application here .
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