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State News for NSPE Members

Governor Signs Bill to Regulate Electric Distribution
Infrastructure

A bill that would require transmission infrastructure built in Mississippi by out-of-
state contractors to comply with state regulations was recently signed into law by
Governor Tate Reeves, The Center Square reports.

Reeves signed into law Senate Bill 2341, which will go into effect on July 1. The
bill, authored by Senate Energy Committee Chairman Joel Carter (R-Gulfport),
would require the construction of transmission infrastructure in the state involved in
a regional transmission organization to be compliant with regulations for both the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the state’s elected Public Service
Commission.

Only two utilities in Mississippi would be affected by the investor-owned Entergy,
which also serves Arkansas, Louisiana, and part of east Texas, and Cooperative
Energy, which is a nonprofit electric power association or electric cooperative
regulated by the commission. Both utilities are members of the regional
transmission operator Midcontinent Independent System Operator, better known as
MISO. Read more.

The NASA Economic Impact on Mississippi

NASA has a unique mission that provides benefits in big and small ways as funding
spent for space exploration create jobs, jumpstarts businesses, and grows the
economy. NASA’s economic impact is nationwide, but how does Mississippi
benefit?

Mississippi is home to the Stennis Space Center. There are 261 NASA federal jobs
and 3,396 contractors in the state. For every NASA federal job located in
Mississippi, an additional 18.9 jobs are supported in the state economy. For every
million dollars’ worth of economic output generated by NASA federal jobs, an
additional $5.8 million worth of output is sustained throughout the state economy.
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Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

TVA Engineer Named 2023 FEYA Winner
Stephen Craven, Ph.D., P.E., was named NSPE’s
2023 Federal Engineer of the Year for his
innovative work securing Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) substations and developing
improved communication architecture. Now in its
44th year, the Federal Engineer of the Year Award
is the only one of its kind to solely recognize
outstanding engineers employed in the federal
government. Federal agency winners were
honored during a ceremony held at the National
Press Club in Washington, DC, on February 24.

Stephen Craven is a third-generation TVA engineer, serving at the agency’s Power
Service Center in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Among his accomplishments, Craven
has helped secure substations against cyber-attacks, designing ways to keep
critical equipment disconnected from external attackers and yet still be remotely
monitored for anomalies. He was also instrumental in the development of a new
communication architecture that is faster, more reliable, and less expensive than
previous schemes. Read more .

FEYA ceremony photos can be accessed on the NSPE Flickr album .

WORKability Wednesdays Are Back!
NSPE offers a live webinar series free to members—“WORKability Wednesdays”—
to support members with their professional development goals. The series covers
topics impacting the industry and helps to enhance your competencies in the
profession. The spring season sessions kicked off on March 8 with Understanding
the New Requirements for Cybersecurity Insurance . Register now at NSPE’s PE
Institute and invite a colleague to attend.

Upcoming webinars

March 22—Using Construction Manager at Risk Project Delivery to Manage
the Current Challenges in Constructing Projects

April 12—Doing Bad Things for Good Reasons: An Examination of Unethical
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Pro-Organizational Behavior Among Professional Workers

Save the date for webinars on April 26, May 17, and May 31

Take the Milton F. Lunch Ethics Challenge!
Match your wits and knowledge of engineering ethics with experienced
professional engineers and engineering students throughout the country! All
current NSPE individual members and NSPE chapters (including student
members) are invited to participate in the 2023 NSPE Milton F. Lunch Ethics
Contest . Contest submissions are due by May 12. View past contest winner
entries .
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