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Grants will expand STEM education in Pontotoc, Oktibbeha and Corinth
districts
The Mississippi Department of Education announced $896,000 in grants to 15 school districts to establish or
enhance Science, Technology, Engineering and Math programs in kindergarten through the eighth grade.
The GOP-led Senate and DFL-controlled House proposals for the state’s next two-year transportation budget
differ by more than $800 million.
The state board of education awarded the funds as part of the K-8 STEM Initiative Enhancement Project Grant
and funds can be used to provide technology upgrades and educator training for implementing the
programs.The grants could prepare elementary and middle school students for college and career readiness
before they enter high school.
The GOP-led Senate and DFL-controlled House proposals for the state’s next two-year transportation budget
differ by more than $800 million.
MDE’s chief academic officer Nathan Oakley said in a press release that STEM-related professions are
growing and the grants are intended to prepare school districts to meet the increased demand for high school
and college graduates with skills and expertise in STEM. According to MDE, priority for the grant funding was
given to schools for implementing programs in engineering, computer science, robotics and other STEM
projects with the goal of expanding college and career readiness standards for students in K-8 in math and
science.
The GOP-led Senate and DFL-controlled House proposals for the state’s next two-year transportation budget
differ by more than $800 million.
Read the full story.

Advance Your Engineering Career at PECON19
The ability to manage projects and lead teams is crucial to

advancing your career as a professional engineer. Even if
you have years of experience in the field, there are still
opportunities to enhance your knowledge. The PE
Conference includes an entire track of leadership and risk
management sessions to give you the tools, resources, and
best practices to further your career.
PE Conference sessions include
Engineering Ethics and the Law;
How to be an Effective Witness;
How to Lead Without Authority;
Managing Project Risk;
How Not to Fail as a Leader;
Passing Down Institutional Knowledge.
Visit the PE Conference website for a full listing, including descriptions, of these and other sessions
designed exclusively for PEs. Register today !

A One-Stop Shop for Continuing Education
Stay current with essential professional development opportunities through NSPE webinars. Members
receive a special rate on the upcoming live webinars:
Providing Feedback at Work: The STEER Methodology
May 22 at 2 p.m. Eastern
What if you could find better ways to get your staff to act with more proficiency? The results for your
business would be significant. Happier customers. More satisfied co-workers. And, you would be
relieved of some sources of stress.
This presentation on providing feedback in the workplace suggests tools that you can use to give
more effective feedback to your colleagues and other personnel. STEER is an acronym that
represents five main elements of feedback: specificity, timing, explanation, emotion, and
reinforcement.
NICET: Developing a Qualified Workforce
May 29 at 2 p.m. Eastern

Through credentialing with the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies
(NICET), professionals in engineering technologies can set themselves apart as the most exceptional
technicians in their field.
Join NICET’s Chip Hollis as he discusses the ways in which credentialed technicians earn
certifications to further their careers, earn the respect and confidence of employers, and continue to
safeguard the public.
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