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State News for NSPE Members

New Orleans Ordinance Designed to Prevent Negligence in
Skyscraper Construction

A new ordinance in New Orleans requires a third-party licensed structural engineer to
review construction plans for buildings 75 feet or taller. The rule was created in response to
the collapse of the Hard Rock Hotel during its construction two years ago, in which three
workers were killed and dozens of others were injured.

According to the ordinance, the PE who does the inspection must not have a financial
interest in the building, and must provide a report to the city’s department of safety and
permits. Also, the ordinance defines “structure” as including the structural frame and the
load-supporting parts of floors, roofs, walls, foundations, cladding, cladding framing, stairs,
equipment supports, railings, and more.

After the collapse, investigators found that city inspectors falsified information. They also
discovered the building plans were changed after construction began, including
modifications involving steel support beams; these changes may have played a part in the
collapse, WWLTV reports.

Huge Solar Farm Planned Near Lake Charles Draws Controversy

A planned massive, one-million panel solar farm on a former rice farm is drawing ire from
nearby residents who are concerned about wildlife and possible health effects. Some
residents have filed a lawsuit against Aurora Solar, the company behind the proposed
project. The subsidiary of Oregon-based Avangrid Renewables is part of the Spanish
multinational firm Iberdrola, according to The Advocate.

The company is leasing 3,400 acres for the project—more than five square miles. Solar
panels will be placed on more than two-thirds of the land. The farm will generate between
300 and 400 megawatts of electricity, or enough to power 30,000 homes in Louisiana,
according to industry estimates. In comparison, Entergy’s recently opened Lake Charles
Power Station has a 994-megawatt capacity, The Advocate reports.

https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/local/orleans/hard-rock-collapse/city-council-to-require-engineering-review-of-high-rises-after-hard-rock-collapse/289-e4924794-89eb-4b9f-b676-cecc50c2d0df
https://www.theadvocate.com/lake_charles/article_14a9a1d6-254d-11ec-a2f7-ab74b5673f5e.html


Aurora plans to invest up to $325 million in the project and estimates it will create 300 to
500 temporary construction jobs. Such proposals are spurred by the low percentage of the
state’s energy use that comes from renewable resources—just 3.3%, compared to the
national average of 18.5%.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Volunteer Leaders Make a Difference – Are You Ready?
Do you want to influence the future of the profession? Are you a young professional looking
to advance your career? Have your professional achievements created a desire to give
back and serve?

Join NSPE leaders Tricia Hatley, Megan Schultz, and Craig Sisco on November 1 (4:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET) as they explore the rewards, benefits, and requirements of volunteer
service. NSPE President Rick Guerra will serve as the moderator during this free webinar.

Attendees will learn about the opportunities available and gain an understanding of the
skills and abilities desired for these positions. The panelists will also share real-life stories
of how volunteer service with NSPE has improved their careers and provided fulfillment of
their goals and aspirations. Register now .

Delaware Improves Licensure Mobility for PEs
Legislation designed to expand licensure mobility for professional engineers in Delaware
was signed by Governor John Carney on September 17. Members of the Delaware
Engineering Society let state legislators know of their support for the bill through the NSPE
Advocacy Center , a critical factor in gaining support for its passage.

The amendments to the state’s PE law provide multiple licensing opportunities. Individuals
with an NCEES Record or who qualify as a Model Law Engineer will now find it easier to
obtain a PE license in Delaware. The law was also amended to recognize applicants who
are graduates of an engineering educational program approved by an accrediting agency

https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/volunteer-leaders-make-difference-are-you-ready
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/


that is a signatory to the Washington Accord. The accord covers 21 countries, including
Australia, Canada, China, India, Ireland, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa,
the United Kingdom, and the United States.

An applicant with a minimum of five years of continuous and verifiable experience as a
professional engineer can also apply for comity licensure. These applicants must also
submit five references, three of which must be from professional engineers licensed in the
US, Canada, or an International Professional Engineer registrant under the International
Engineering Alliance.

The law’s new provisions also eliminate the requirement that licensees can use only an
embossed seal, making way for use of a digital seal.

Challenges Facing the Profession
NSPE Immediate Past President Tricia Hatley, P.E., F.NSPE, offers her
advice on how engineers can get the most satisfaction from their careers
in a four-part series featured in Machine Design.

In the first article installment, Challenges Facing the Profession , Hatley
discusses the value of professional engineering licensure and the
challenges the profession faces—population growth and urbanization,
the recent pandemic and its short and long-term effects on society, the
need for diversity to increase the ranks of engineers, and advances in
technology.

Member Benefit: Build Your Financial Future with BHG
Did you know that NSPE has a member-benefit partner to support your financial needs?
BHG offers members a variety of financial solutions including:

Business loans to cover expenses such as debt consolidation, working capital,
technology or equipment, business acquisition, or startup costs;

Personal loan solutions to cover expenses such as debt consolidation, investments,
life events, or major purchases;

SBA 7(a) loans for business debt consolidation, or costs associated with startup or
acquisition, real estate, renovation, or expansion; and

Credit cards that offer low rates, cash back, and elite rewards, designed for
professionals.

For more information or to get started, visit the BHG website .

https://www.machinedesign.com/community/guest-commentary/article/21176304/engineering-your-career-part-1-challenges-facing-the-profession
https://nspe.bhgchoice.com/


Not sure what financial solution is right for you but trying to improve your credit
health? Learn four great ways to improve your credit health in BHG’s recent webinar, The
Credit Gambit .
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