
>>>> MAY 2021

State News for NSPE Members

Contract Awarded for LNG Terminal, Industry Faces
Challenges

A joint venture of KBR and Venture Global LNG has been awarded a contract to
build a proposed $8.5 billion liquefied natural gas export terminal south of New
Orleans, reports NOLA.com. The Plaquemines LNG project will cover a 630-acre
site about 20 miles south of New Orleans. The project is expected to support up to
2,200 construction jobs and hire 250 workers at the terminal once completed.

Plaquemines LNG is the second of four liquefaction projects proposed by Venture
Global, all in Louisiana, according to S&P Global. The first, Calcasieu Pass, is
under construction and may begin operations as early as this fall. When completed,
Calcasieu Pass will be the seventh major liquefaction facility in the US.

Although LNG has rebounded from the economic downturn caused by the
pandemic, reports the Houston Chronicle, the industry, sparked by the fracking
boom, is new for the Gulf Coast. “It remains to be seen if the LNG industry can
balance long-term supply with demand. Analysts worry that if most of the planned
projects — not only on the Gulf Coast but around the world — come online over the
next four years, supply could outstrip demand.”

Remembering the I-10 Bridge

The 70th anniversary of the Interstate 10-Calcasieu River bridge arrives on
September 28, but its opening came sooner than planned, according to the
American Press in Lake Charles. Turns out that state highway engineers
determined that the bridge it was replacing was “in such condition that a possible
failure may occur at any time” and the heavy traffic should be taken off it as soon
as possible.

The article also tells the story behind the bridge’s name. During construction, the
chief engineer of the highway department proposed a name at a Louisiana

https://www.nola.com/news/business/article_efebff16-b1bf-11eb-80ab-27f7cad5d87c.html
https://www.spglobal.com/platts/en/market-insights/latest-news/natural-gas/031621-us-pipeline-expansion-that-would-feed-plaquemines-lng-gets-environmental-nod
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/LNG-industry-rebounds-from-pandemic-but-faces-16123620.php
https://www.americanpress.com/opinion/jim-beam/i-10-bridge-near-70th-birthday/article_0db3c406-b662-11eb-ba4c-0b6c6877864b.html
https://www.americanpress.com/opinion/jim-beam/i-10-bridge-near-70th-birthday/article_0db3c406-b662-11eb-ba4c-0b6c6877864b.html


Engineering Society meeting. He suggested the Lafitte Bridge, after pirate and
privateer Jean Lafitte. The chief engineer added that the handrailing of the bridge
had been marked with the sign of the pirates — crossed pistols. The proposal
didn’t catch on, however, and the bridge was officially named the Louisiana
Memorial World War II Bridge in June 1951.

A proposal has been made to replace the 70-year-old bridge. Read the
recommendations for a new six-lane bridge from the I-10 Bridge Task Force.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

New Jersey Student Wins MATHCOUNTS Title
Marvin Mao, an eighth-grade student
from Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, was
named the 2021 Raytheon
MATHCOUNTS National Competition
champion during the virtual event held
May 8-10. Mao will receive a $10,000
scholarship.

This year’s national competition engaged 224 students representing 56 US states
and territories in four rounds: Sprint, Target, Team, and Countdown.

The runner-up for the individual competition was Bohan Yao, an eighth-grader from
Redmond, Washington, who will receive a $5,000 scholarship. Ten finalists will
receive $3,000 scholarships.

Mao is also a member of the first-place New Jersey team consisting of fellow
eighth-grade students Evan Fan, Ying Lu, and Alexander Wang. The team will
receive a trip to the US Space Camp. The California team finished in second place
and the New York team placed third.

California Team Captures Math Video Award

A video combining algebraic equations with an exciting heist won the 2021 Math
Video Challenge for a team representing the Elite Academic Academy in southern
California.

Team members Bradley Carpiuc (eighth
grade), Madelynn Carpiuc (sixth grade),
Zoe Kim (eighth grade) and Cole
Seelman (sixth grade) each won a
$1,000 college scholarship for their “The
Sanitizer Stealers” video during the
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challenge finals on May 9. The video is
about a group of thieves who steal
overpriced hand sanitizer from a store.
The crime is caught on camera, and the owner uses math to piece together just
how much the thieves got away with.

The Math Video Challenge is a national program sponsored by MATHCOUNTS
and the Department of Defense (DoDSTEM). More than 200 students who
advanced to the national level of the MATHCOUNTS competition voted to
determine the winning video.

Access the 2021 finalist videos.

Nominations Open for the QBS Awards
Every year, ACEC and NSPE partner to administer the QBS Awards , recognizing
public and private entities that make exemplary use of the qualifications-based
selection process at the federal, state, and local levels. Award winners serve as
examples of how well the QBS process works, and they help promote the practice
in jurisdictions that do not use or underuse QBS to procure engineering services.

ACEC and NSPE are now seeking nominations for the 2021 QBS Awards by the
deadline Monday, June 7. The awards are administered in three categories:
federal government sector; state government sector; and nongovernment sector.

Nominations may originate from an ACEC member organization, an NSPE state
society, a public or private entity, or an individual in the public or private sector.
Self-nomination is not permitted.

Learn more and download a nomination form.

Boost Your Career with NSPE’s Spring Webinars
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This season’s NSPE webinars will take place on Wednesdays starting at 2 p.m.
EST. The webinars are available to members for $99 ($129 for nonmembers) and
will include an online discussion and a 10-question quiz for the sessions to qualify
for continuing education credit.

May 26: Catapult Your Win Rate by 50%

June 2: Engineering Challenges of the 21st Century: A Discussion with Leaders of
Engineering Change Lab – USA

June 9: Tools to Ensure Effective Litigation Preparation and Testimony as an
Engineering Professional

Register now.
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