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Kürt Blomquist, P.E. Selected as the 2024 New Hampshire Engineer of the Year

The New Hampshire Engineering Societies has named Kürt Blomquist, P.E. as the 2024 Engineer of the Year. The New Hampshire Public Works Association nominated Kürt for this prestigious award based on his impressive contributions to the engineering and public works profession, his dedication to public welfare, and service to the community through numerous volunteer activities. 

After graduating from the Norwich University with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering, Kürt began his engineering career with the United States Air Force. Committed to the engineering profession, Kürt became a Professional Engineer in 1989 and, wanting to further his understanding of engineering, obtained a Master of Science in Civil Engineering with a focus in Construction Management from Georgia Institute of Technology three years later. 

In 1993, Kürt began his 30-year career in public works as the City of Keene’s Deputy Public Works Director for a year before being promoted to Public Works Director. During his time with the City of Keene, he also served as Emergency Management Director (since 2015) and Assistant City Manager (since 2021). Kürt maintained overlapping careers for 18 years, as the City of Keene’s Public Works Director and a reserve officer in the United States Air Force. As Public Works Director, Kürt led the City’s largest department of nearly 70 personnel responsible for the maintenance, construction and operation of transportation, water quality, and solid waste infrastructure, as well as engineering, and fleet management professionals. As the City's Emergency Management Director, he led the response to numerous severe weather events, extreme flooding, and the Covid 19 pandemic. Illustrating his commitment to protecting and serving the community, between 2005 and 2013 Kürt led the response and recovery from 6 federally declared disasters.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kürt enjoys solving challenges, assisting communities in the recovery from unplanned events, and integrating climate resiliency strategies into aging infrastructure. Throughout his career he utilized his engineering skills for the betterment of the community, overseeing innovative projects propelling the city towards a "greener" community. He ensured creative energy saving and carbon reducing elements were implemented into projects helping the city reduce its' carbon footprint by a documented 25% from 1995-2015. Until the point of retirement, Kürt continued to implement green technologies including 2,100 solar panels at the Public Works complex and another 3,584-panel solar array at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant resulting in a greater than two million pound CO2 offset.

Throughout his career Kürt defined himself through leadership at the local, state, regional, and national level through numerous organizations including American Public Works Association, USAF, and New Hampshire Public Works Association. Kürt's volunteerism stretches beyond his professional associations, extending to several local nonprofit groups including the Keene Lion's Club, MoCo Arts, Monadnock Family Services, and the Monadnock United Way. He also plays a very active role in the 4th Grade Science fair hosted at the City's Water Treatment Facility. He continually shares his time and knowledge with others, educating and connecting people as a steadfast advocate for the engineering profession.

New Hampshire Public Works association is a professional association whose mission is to be a highly visible professional organization that provides leadership to enhance the ethical, technical, administrative and educational development of all public works matters throughout the State of New Hampshire with the goal to enhance the overall service provided to the citizens of the State of New Hampshire.
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