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Helena PE Receives Hall of Fame Honor

Robert J. Peccia, P.E., was inducted into the Montana Professional Engineers
Hall of Fame during the Joint Engineers Conference on November 3. The Montana
Professional Engineers of Hall of Fame recognizes professional engineers who
have made outstanding contributions to the engineering profession and public
welfare. The award is open to engineers licensed in Montana.

Peccia is the founder of the Robert Peccia & Associates, a professional
engineering services firm headquartered in Helena. The Montana State University
civil engineering graduate is heralded for using innovative technology to meet
growing contemporary needs for Montana communities. One example is the Fort
Benton Ranney Collector Project where exhaustive research went into types and
effectiveness of ultraviolet treatment, a European technology at the time.

In addition to his exemplar history of engineering work, Peccia also has a business
finance and management background. He is an organizer and director of the Valley
Bank of Helena, and was instrumental in the merger of the bank with Glacier Bank
Corporation. He is or has been on the board of several other companies including
Bison Engineering, CIPP Corp, PEC Inc., Padbury Ranch Properties LLC, and
Carroll College Board of Trustees. In 2020, he was selected as the "Business
Person of the Year" by the Helena Chamber of Commerce. Access his full bio and
career highlights here.

https://mtengineers.org/montana-pe-hall-of-fame/
https://mtengineers.org/montana-pe-hall-of-fame/
http://www.rpa-hln.com/index.html
https://mtengineers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Mont-Prof-Eng-Robert-Peccia-r02-1.pdf


Hall of Fame recipients are honored with a commemorative plaque residing at
Montana State University in Roberts Hall, the original home of the MSU's Norm
Asbjornson College of Engineering. Active, retired, or deceased engineers are
eligible for the award.

Infrastructure Bill Includes Billions of Dollars for Montana

Road work ahead. Calling the Biden administration's $1 trillion investment in
American infrastructure the first of its kind in at least a generation, US Sen. Jon
Tester said Monday that construction in Montana should begin in a few months,
according to a Missoulian report.

Tester, a Democrat, reiterated to reporters that roughly $3 billion in road, airport
and water projects should be a benefit to the state. Many projects already
underway are likely to be completed earlier and with fewer state and local tax
dollars.

"Everywhere I go across our great state, I see roads that are in disrepair, bridges
that need to be brought up to 21st century standards, outdated water systems, and
a lack of high-speed internet holding our economy and communities back," Tester
said. "It's clear to all Montanans that for 20 years, we've been running a 21st
century economy on infrastructure that was built by my parents and grandparents.
Washington has kicked the can down the road literally for decades."

Missoula Airport Will Include New Tech

As the first phase of the Missoula Airport construction approaches completion,
plans are being made for Phase 2, including a new general aviation camera that
will help pilots plan their flights, the Missoula Current reports. It will be the first such
camera in a commercial service airport in Montana. 

The airport's new jet bridges have arrived and will be installed all at once. The old
terminal will be razed before the second phase of the project begins.

Sports and Recreation Construction Gears Up in Montana

Construction has begun on the baseball stadium for Kalispell's newly approved
Pioneer League team. The 2,500-seat multiuse facility is slated to be ready for the
2022 season opener, the Daily Interlake reports. It will have a synthetic, all-weather
playing surface, including the pitcher's mound. A team name and season ticket
sales will be rolled out in December.

https://missoulian.com/news/infrastructure-bill-includes-billions-of-dollars-for-montana/article_0ee255dd-ff2c-524e-859e-5a070481a13c.html
https://missoulacurrent.com/business/2021/11/missoula-airport-terminal-10/
https://dailyinterlake.com/news/2021/nov/04/construction-underway-pioneer-league-stadium/


In Great Falls, the city commission has approved a $20.4 million bid for its new
indoor aquatics center, nicknamed "Aim High Big Sky." Swank Enterprises Inc. has
been contracted to do the construction on the public recreation facility, according to
the Great Falls Tribune. The center will include a lap pool, a leisure pool with a
slide, a gym and running track, a multipurpose room, locker rooms, a child care
center, and additional space for offices and laundry. It is planned to be complete in
2023.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Share Your Story: #IAMNSPE

NSPE is its members. It’s a society made up of dedicated individuals who each
bring a unique story and perspective to the engineering profession. NSPE
members are leaders. They are connected, inclusive, committed to ethical practice,
and so much more. Members are sharing their stories ....join them. #IAMNSPE

https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/2021/11/03/city-commissioners-unanimously-accept-20-million-bid-aquatics-center/6272669001/
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.nspe.org/membership/i-am-nspe
https://www.nspe.org/membership/i-am-nspe


I Am the Future

Anali Martinez Gonzalez, E.I.T.
Civil Engineer
NSPE Emerging Leader Class of 2020

“I have taken advantage of opportunities to grow as a leader and seek to
inspire the next generation of girls and women, especially Latinas, who
want to be engineers one day.”

PECon 2022: Now Accepting Presentation Proposals

NSPE is now accepting presentation submissions for consideration for the 2022
Professional Engineers Conference, August 1–3, in Philadelphia. The deadline for
proposals is November 30.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wiQ0K--MeaE&t=7s


The Professional Engineers Conference provides presenters an opportunity to
share their expertise at a national conference. The 2022 conference will focus on
the theme of harnessing the power of PEs to create a better world.

Conference Topics

Amplify Your Leadership Power Skills—Beyond being technically qualified
and committed to ethical practices, PEs are leaders. Presentations will be
skills-focused for all career levels.

Stay Informed About Issues and Trends Impacting the Profession—The
workplace environment is constantly changing and evolving. Presentations
should address the latest issues and trends impacting PEs and the
engineering industry.

Invest in Your Career—Choosing a career as a professional engineer is an
intentional act by engineers committed to the public health, safety, and
welfare. Presentations should address career development topics that will
help engineers at all career stages achieve their highest potential.

Learn more and submit a proposal.

Maryland Society Defends PE Requirement for Public
Works Director
The Maryland Society of Professional Engineers is opposing efforts to end the
requirement for a PE to serve as director of the Baltimore County Department of
Public Works and Transportation. MDSPE believes a licensed professional
engineer can provide the most effective administration to protect public health and
safety.

In August, the Baltimore County Council revised the required qualifications for the
director position, allowing an unlicensed individual to hold the position if they have
at least 10 years of supervisory experience in infrastructure planning and
construction, or transportation engineering and management. The existing county
charter requires the director to hold a Maryland PE license and have at least 10
years of experience in responsible charge of engineering work. As this modification
will require a change to the county charter, voters will have the final say in a ballot
initiative on November 8, 2022.

In a letter to the county council chair, MDSPE emphasized that the county charter
has historically required the department’s director and deputy directors to be
licensed professional engineers with extensive experience in their areas of practice
because the department is responsible for significant engineering activities.

https://www.nspe.org/resources/2022-professional-engineers-conference/call-presentations/topics
https://www.nspe.org/resources/2022-professional-engineers-conference/call-presentations


Without a license, the director would not be permitted to resolve differences in
engineering decision-making between the PEs on staff, sign off on plans, or
change plans without the approval of the PE. MDSPE believes that if an unlicensed
director imposes undue influence on professional engineering decisions, it might
create significant ethical and legal problems for the department and county.
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