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State News for NSPE Members

Montana Tech Ranked in Top Schools for Engineering
Salaries

The Montana Technological University has been named #7 on The Wall Street
Journal's 2023 list of Top 20 Public Colleges for Engineering Salaries. The Wall
Street Journal used salary data from graduates in the first 10 years after graduation
to compile the rankings, NBC Montana reports.

The rankings consider the salary data of graduates over their first 10 years in the
workforce following commencement. Montana Tech graduates posted an average
annual salary of $104,082, a premium of $13,908 over the national average. Data
was compiled from Glassdoor, which rates employers, and Lightcast, a labor
market data firm. Fields analyzed include various chemical, civil, environmental,
electrical, and mechanical engineers. Software and computer engineers are not
included.

Montana Tech is the smallest school in the Top 10. It is ranked alongside
powerhouse universities with multi-billion-dollar endowments and far more
students. They include the University of California campuses at Berkeley, Santa
Cruz, Los Angeles and Santa Barbara, the United States Naval Academy, San
Francisco State University, the University of Texas at Austin, and the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Read more.

Lawsuit Challenging Montana’s Pro-Fossil Fuel Policies is
Heading to Trial

A Montana judge said a climate change lawsuit from young people challenging the
state’s pro-fossil fuel policies will proceed to trial despite efforts by the state to
derail the case, according to an ABC News report.

The upcoming trial in Helena would be the first of its kind in the United States,
according to experts in climate law who said the nation is lagging behind the rest of
the world in terms of climate litigation.
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However, because of prior rulings that limited the scope of the Montana case, a
victory for the plaintiffs would not automatically alter the state’s regulation of fossil
fuels.

Attorneys for the 16 young plaintiffs, ranging in age from 5 to 22, alleged state
officials were trying to avoid the upcoming trial when Republican lawmakers in
March repealed the state’s energy policy — one of two laws that the case
challenges. The plaintiffs and their backers are hoping to use the two-week trial
that's set to start on June 12 to highlight the dangers of fossil fuel emissions that
scientists say are making climate change worse.

Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen, a Republican, had asked state Judge
Kathy Seeley to dismiss any part of the case touching on the cancelled energy
policy. Attorneys for the state also wanted more time to offer legal arguments over
recent amendments to a law that allows officials to ignore greenhouse gas
emissions when approving fossil-fuel projects. Read more.

Montana State Engineering Students Help Local
Manufacturer

Montana State University reports that four of its engineering students have spent
the past semester designing a machine not just for a grade but also for practical
use by a manufacturer on its assembly line.

Weighing in at more than 2,000 pounds, the device includes a custom-welded steel
frame, a motor, a variety of controls and more. When it comes time to send the
machine to StageFX, the company that sponsored the project, “we’ll have to move
it onto a truck with a forklift,” said team member Adam Rudick, a senior majoring in
mechanical engineering technology.

“It has panned out very well,” Rudick said shortly before the team displayed its
creation on Thursday at the biannual Design Fair hosted by MSU's Norm
Asbjornson College of Engineering. “The biggest challenge has been keeping
everything straight in our heads during the design and build, because there are so
many different moving parts. This thing has 85 or 90 parts that we had to make
ourselves here in the machine shop."

Rudick's team was one of two that completed capstone projects this semester for
StageFX, which is based in Columbus and has roughly 20 employees. The
company generates about $8 million in revenue each year making pyrotechnics for
the indoor entertainment industry. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .
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Network and Learn at NSPECon23 (August 2-4)

NSPECon23 registration is now open! NSPE members, PEs, EITs, engineering
students, and anyone interested in the issues facing the industry today are invited
to attend NSPECon 2023 in Louisville, August 2-4. Early-bird registration rates are
available until June 29. Preview the preliminary program of sessions designed to
foster leadership skills, address industry trends, and to boost your career.

Register Now!

Keynote Speakers

Bill Samuels, Jr., Chairman Emeritus of Maker’s Mark Distillery, will open the
NSPECon 23 meeting. Samuels, who helped design both the Gemini and Polaris
missiles and became friends with the founding administrator of NASA, will talk
about the, “Trials and Tribulations of a Failed Aerospace Engineer.”

https://www.nspecon.org/
https://www.nspecon.org/
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Megan Bendtzen, CEO and Founder of TheDoctorofFun.com, will completely
shift your perspective, debunking the myths and mysteries of work-life balance and
the pursuit of happiness during the keynote speech “P.L.A.Y. to Win: It Actually is
All Fun and Games...The Secret to Increasing Profits, Positivity and Productivity.”

Sponsor and Exhibit Opportunities

NSPECon23 offers sponsorship and exhibitor opportunities
to put your company or organization in front of senior
executives and other decision-makers from across the
industry. Access the Sponsor and Exhibitor Prospectus for
more information.

NSPE Welcomes New VP for Membership, State
Engagement
NSPE recently welcomed Rodneikka Scott, MSc, CAE, as
its new Vice President of Member and State Engagement. In
this role, Scott will be responsible for executing NSPE’s
strategic vision and the association’s approach to
membership, professional practice, and learning. She will also
oversee NSPE’s current state engagement efforts, the
customer service center, and the ethics team.

Prior to joining NSPE, Scott spent four years as the Chief
Membership and Diversity Programs Officer of the Endocrine
Society. She played a crucial role in managing the organization’s membership
approach, engaging with internal and external stakeholders, and revamping the
member value proposition to include a suite of new member benefits. Scott draws
on more than 17 years of diverse experience in the membership, marketing,
communications, volunteer relations, and education sectors to support member
services and diversity programs. Read more .

Get Involved – Volunteer for an NSPE Committee
Volunteers are the heart of NSPE . NSPE is committed to building valuable
experiences for all our members by offering a variety of long term and short-term
opportunities to get engaged. Visit the Get Involved Page to learn more about
available opportunities. Submit an application for a 2023-24 committee by June 2.
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