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Save the Date: Annual Building Codes Education
Conference

The 17th Annual Building Codes Education Conference will be held March 28-31
at the Delta Hotels Helena Colonial in Helena. Registration opens on January 18
(early registration is highly recommended).

A variety of classes will be offered emphasizing the structural, fire, design, and
building issues and methods surrounding the built environment. All classes offer
self-reporting continuing education credits.

Participants will have opportunities to network with engineering design
professionals, fire and building code officials, general contractors, architects, home
builders, and other professionals in the building and construction community.
Registration includes lunch each day, a vendor expo, and social events on March
29.

For more information, please contact Traci Collett at tcollett@mt.gov or (406) 841-
2016.

Infrastructure Law Funds Bridge and Road Repair,
Transportation Upgrades

The bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act will pay to repair and rebuild
roads and bridges in Montana with a focus on climate change mitigation, resilience,
equity, and safety for all users, including cyclists and pedestrians.

In Montana, there are 377 bridges and over 1,485 miles of highway in poor
condition, according to the US Department of Transportation. Since 2011,
commute times have increased by 3.9% in Montana, and on average, each driver
pays $472 per year in costs due to driving on roads in need of repair. The state is
expected to receive approximately $3.1 billion over five years in federal highway
formula funding for highways and bridges.

https://bsd.dli.mt.gov/training-education/building-education-conference/
https://bsd.dli.mt.gov/training-education/education-conference
mailto:tcollett@mt.gov
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2021-11/Bipartisan_Infrastructure_Law_Montana.pdf


In addition, $158 million over five years will be spent on improving public
transportation in Montana. Funding will also cover modernization of freight rail,
increased EV charging options, airport improvements, and other infrastructure
updates.

State's Largest Solar Array on Top of Missoula Jail

The largest solar array in Montana is now in operation at the Missoula County
Detention Facility, the Missoulian reports. The array has 1,152 panels and will save
the county about $400,000 over its lifespan, officials say.

The panels' capacity is 432 kilowatts. They are expected to provide 20% of the
facility's power. The county has made significant efforts toward sustainability, and it
has a goal of 100% clean energy for the Missoula area by 2030.

Montana Projects Receive Funding for Girls,Youth STEM
Programs

Eight Montana projects have received mini grant funding from the Montana Girls
STEM Collaborative to help develop or grow science, technology, engineering, and
math programs that serve girls and youth, according to the MSU News Service.

The collaborative is a statewide network with hubs at Montana State University and
the University of Montana. The mini grants of $500 to $1,000 were given in
partnership with Lyda Hill Philanthropies, which created an online database called
the IF/THEN Collection that features women scientists and engineers. The
database features profiles of 125 female ambassadors who serve as role models
for young people, and all photographs, videos and text found on the site are free
for educational use. Organizations receiving grants will use the collection to
encourage girls to pursue careers in STEM.

The following projects received grants

Breaking the Ceiling: Helping Underrepresented Youth Get into Game Design
and STEM (Great Falls, Browning, Helena, Pryor and Power)
Code Girls United Summer Camp (Anaconda, Browning, Chinook, Columbia
Falls, Evergreen, Havre, Joliet, Kalispell, Polson, Red Lodge, Ronan and
Sidney)
Building a Library Maker Space (Circle)
Role Model Billboards (Billings)
To Infinity and Beyond: Stargazing (Missoula, Browning)
Promoting Girls in STEM (Sidney)
Coding Through Dance Mini-STEM Camp (Missoula)
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Myra's STEM Journey: Lifelong Learning, Advocacy and Mentorship to
Advance Transportation Technology and Inspire Future Innovators
(statewide)

NSPE's Job Board is your one-stop resource for professional engineering
employment. Whether you are on the hunt for your next career move or looking for
today's top engineering leaders and talent, you will find it here.

NSPE provides the tools PEs need to keep current in the profession and advance
their careers.

Featured Job
Engineers II – Design
Bridgeton, MT

Find more job openings or reach the right employees on the NSPE Job Board.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Share Your Story #IAMNSPE
Who is NSPE?
NSPE is its members. NSPE members—like you—bring a unique story and
perspective to the engineering profession. Learn more about your peers and share
your own story with a 30-second video and the hashtag, #IAMNSPE.

I Am Innovative

Ben Amaba, P.E., LEED AP, CPIM, BD+C
CTO Digital Transformation with Technology Innovation

NSPE is “the perfect venue to learn, network, and advance your skills,”
according to Ben Amaba, an innovator at IBM. It brings together a diverse
set of professionals who are innovating the world, and has helped him
both personally and professionally.

https://careers.nspe.org/jobs/15894017/engineers-ii-design
https://www.nspe.org/resources/career-center/job-board/job-board
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.nspe.org/membership/i-am-nspe
https://www.nspe.org/membership/i-am-nspe


Honor Awards Open for Nominations
The NSPE Honor Awards promote the professional engineer’s contributions to
society and recognize the achievements of the profession’s very best. The deadline
for award submissions is January 31, 2022.

NSPE Award 
The NSPE Award is the highest award given to an
individual by the Society. It is presented to an engineer
who has made outstanding contributions to the
engineering profession, the public welfare, and
humankind. Steven Arndt, Ph.D., P.E., F.NSPE, a world-
renowned authority in the field of nuclear engineering,
received the award in 2020.

New Professional Award 
This award recognizes a young NSPE member who has
made outstanding contributions to the engineering
profession and the community during the early years of
one’s career. Stephanie Blain, P.E., received the award
in 2021. She is employed with Palmer Engineering
Company in Lexington, Kentucky.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS4H_F5Qznk
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards-recognition
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards/nspe-award
https://www.nspe.org/membership/about-nspe/awards/new-professional-award


Get Your 15 Free PDHs for 2021—While They Last
Access to the 2021 selection of 15 free courses
ends in January, so claim them before it’s too
late. Members can conveniently view courses
from the comfort of their home or office.

PDHs from these courses are recognized by
most US states, including Florida, and are
earned after passing a quiz with a score of 70%
or higher. Simply “purchase” the webinars and
add them to your NSPE member account.
Webinars in your account can be accessed for up to one year.

Here’s a sample of available webinar topics:

Ethics Forum: Conflicts of Interest - Serving the Public

How To Be An Effective Witness

Leading Project Teams: Emerging Technologies and Smart Design

Your System Now and in the Future - Ensuring Sustainability through
Strategic Planning

Start earning your PDHs.

You received this e-mail because you are subscribed to PE Matters e-newsletter.

To update your e-mail address, visit www.nspe.org and login to manage your account.

If you do not wish to receive any more issues of PE Matters, click here to unsubscribe .

Share with your network

National Society of Professional Engineers | 1420 King Street | Alexandria, VA
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