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State News for NSPE Members

Tester Secures $26 Million to Strengthen Montana’s
Energy Grid Against Wildfires

The Western News reports that US Senator Jon Tester secured $26 million in
funding to prevent and protect energy grids against wildfire. This investment comes
from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), and will work to modernize
power grids across Montana to mitigate effects of extreme weather by improving
data monitoring and advancing technologies. Three of the projects will benefit
electric co-ops in Western Montana.

Tester worked with five Republicans and four Democrats to negotiate the IIJA and
was the only member of Montana’s Congressional delegation to vote for the bill.

“On my farm, I see first-hand the challenges that wildfires and other extreme
weather events pose to communities across the state — and these disasters are
only happening more often,” said Tester. “As wildfires become more common in
our state, Montana small businesses and families need a power grid they can rely
on. I’m proud to have secured this funding so we can continue to modernize our
power grid and ensure we’re prepared when disaster strikes.”

This grant comes from the IIJA’s Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnership
(GRIP) program. Wildfire Assessment and Resilience for Networks (WARN) to
advance technologies to prevent and prepare for wildfires. Read more.

Montana Awarded DOE Grant to Assist Manufacturers with
Advanced Technologies

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is pleased to announce that
Montana will receive a $2 million grant from the US Department of Energy under
the State Manufacturing Leadership Program.

DEQ, in partnership with the Montana Manufacturing Extension Center (MMEC)
and Highlands College, will launch a Smart Manufacturing Technologies Outreach

https://thewesternnews.com/news/2023/nov/07/tester-secures-26-million-to-strengthen-montanas-energy-grid-against-wildfire/
https://thewesternnews.com/news/2023/nov/07/tester-secures-26-million-to-strengthen-montanas-energy-grid-against-wildfire/


Initiative to help Montana manufacturers access and implement advanced
technologies to improve facility operations and efficiency. As part of the initiative,
Highlands College will offer a certificate program to develop a workforce with skills
necessary to continue upgrading manufacturing technologies into the future.
Advanced technologies can help create efficient production processes that in turn
conserve energy and water, saving money and resources over time. DEQ applied
for the grant on behalf of the state. The overarching goal of this initiative is to
provide information and assistance to small and medium-sized manufacturing firms
(SMMs) who may not be aware of all the advanced technologies available to them,
or who need technical guidance to select, design or implement an advanced
technology project. The program will focus on “Smart Manufacturing” technologies,
which are generally defined as technologies that can be integrated to communicate
with one another to detect problems, improve efficiencies and performance.
Examples include technologies related to automation, monitoring, sensing,
modeling, and artificial intelligence (AI). Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Check Out the Latest Issue of PE

Future Forward
Emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and
nanotechnology are revolutionizing the world. But these
technologies are developing at a pace much faster than
can be effectively absorbed into critical engineered
infrastructure. The NSPE Emerging Technologies
Committee is laser focused on ensuring that new
technologies can benefit society and the profession with
minimal risk to safety and security.

Claiming a Seat at the Table
Does it ever seem like your ideas go unnoticed? Do you sometimes feel like you
have stalled in your organization? Does it seem like your team is not getting the
support it needs? If you want to “claim a seat at the table,” how you show up, use
your influence, and communicate can be the difference between winning
opportunities or not.

Access the full issue online. Members who subscribe to the digital edition of PE
can also access the current and back issues.

Engineers Week 2024 — Welcome to the Future!

https://news.mt.gov/Department-of-Environmental-Quality/Montana-Awarded-Federal-Grant-to-Assist-Manufacturers-with-Advanced-Technologies-to-Improve-Facility-Operations-and-Efficiency
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/summer-2023/future-forward
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/summer-2023/claiming-seat-the-table
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/recent-issues/summer-2023


Founded by NSPE in 1951, Engineers Week
(February 18–24, 2024) is dedicated to
ensuring a diverse and well-educated future
engineering workforce. The latest theme for
Engineers Week — Welcome to the Future!
— seeks to inspire the next generation to play a
vital role in innovating solutions to global
challenges that impact future generations. By
working together to develop new technologies,
products, and opportunities, engineers create
new possibilities that make the world a better
place.

Engineers Week is a time for you to:

Celebrate how engineers make a difference in our world.

Add your voice to the conversation about the need for engineers, technicians,
and technologists.

Engage students in engineering.

Access promotional resources.

Share Your Views: Outreach to the Next Generation
What are you doing to promote the engineering profession to young people? Send
your comments (250 words or less) to pemagazine@nspe.org.
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