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State News for NSPE Members

Governor Changes Niche Environmental Health Oversight

Governor Doug Ducey signed into law a bill to put the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality in charge of implementing a program that ensures energy
companies properly dispose of toxic ash from coal power plants, NBC-12 reports.
Coal ash, a toxic byproduct of coal power production, contains contaminants like
mercury, cadmium, and arsenic.

Critics of the move believe the duty should stay within the purview of the
Environmental Protection Agency. "Our biggest concern is that the state is a little
too cozy with the utilities and those are the entities they would be regulating
relative to this program," said Sandy Bahr, Director of the Sierra Club Grand
Canyon Chapter. But ADEQ's director argues that when implemented by the state
of Arizona, the program will be more stringent than when it was managed by the
EPA.

Funds Sought for Drone Inspections of Infrastructure

Bipartisan legislation sponsored by US Rep. Greg Stanton (D-AZ-9) seeks to bring
more money to Arizona to use drones to inspect roads, bridges and other
infrastructure, the Cronkite News reports.

House Resolution 5315, known as the Drone Infrastructure Inspection Grant Act,
would dispense about $200 million in federal funding–half for state, local, and tribal
governments to purchase drones and the other half to train pilots to fly them.

Stanton said he wants inspections "done through the use of drones without any of
that potential danger to that employee." Currently, inspectors have to use bucket
trucks parked on the side of busy highways to inspect bridges and road services.

Stanton was joined by the Arizona Department of Transportation in March to
discuss how drone technology is already in use in the state. ADOT has used
drones since 2018 to examine hard-to-reach areas, such as canyons and bodies of
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water

"We have to traverse canyons, big, big waterways, where we're unable to cross a
feature, so we'll utilize those drones to help supplement the inspection," said David
Benton, assistant state bridge engineer with ADOT, which bought eight drones in
2018 through a grant from the Federal Highway Administration.

Concrete Shortages Are Impacting Projects in Arizona

Supply chain issues have resulted in concrete shortages for southern Arizona
builders in recent weeks, resulting in building project delays and holdups in repair
work, ABC-9 in Tucson reported. Driver shortages and other supply shortfalls have
presented problems, as well.

Meanwhile, the Portland Cement Association reported the Mountain Region of the
US experienced the highest growth in demand for cement in 2020 at 10%. Spiking
housing demand in the state is exacerbating the problem.

State Licensing Board Meeting

The Arizona State Board of Technical Registration will hold its next meeting on
Wednesday, May 25, starting at 9:00 a.m. The meeting agenda and other related
information can be accessed here.

The board meeting will take place on the third floor of the ADEQ building in suite
3175 (1110 W. Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85007). Individuals can also attend
the meeting virtually through Google Meet or dial: (US) +1 650-457-1480  PIN: 302
879 494 # Access more phone numbers here. 

NSPE's Job Board is your one-stop resource for professional engineering
employment. Whether you are on the hunt for your next career move or looking for
today's top engineering leaders and talent, you will find it here.

NSPE provides the tools PEs need to keep current in the profession and advance
their careers.
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Featured Jobs
Senior Civil Engineer
Phoenix, AZ

Sr. Mechanical Engineer
Tempe, AZ

Find more job openings or reach the right employees on the NSPE Job Board.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Register Now for NSPECon 2022 Reimagined

Engineers from all disciplines are invited to register for the 2022 NSPE
Professional Engineers Conference (NSPECon 2022) in Philadelphia, August 1-3.
Invited speakers will address sustainability, emerging technology, the post-covid
workplace and even, construction on the moon. Whether you are a licensed
professional engineer, aspire to be one or, would like to learn more about a career
as a qualified and ethically accountable professional, you are invited to join this
multi-discipline community to engage with colleagues and hear more about
relevant engineering topics.

Prospective conference sponsors and exhibitors will see newly created
opportunities to highlight their companies and organizations throughout the
conference. Sponsors can welcome attendees to the “Feel the Philly Love” opening
reception, support a conference education track featuring seven unique sessions,
or demonstrate how their solutions help clients overcome specific challenges by
exhibiting.

On the final day of the conference, attendees can celebrate PE Day in person and
raise awareness about the importance of PEs as qualified and ethical
professionals. Before you go, make certain you are geared up with PE Day logo
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wear to show your pride on-site.

2022 QBS Award Nominations Open
ACEC and NSPE are seeking nominations for the QBS Awards program , which
recognizes public and private entities that make exemplary use of the
qualifications-based selection process at the federal, state, and local levels.

Award winners serve as examples of how well the QBS process works , and they
help ACEC and NSPE promote the practice of QBS in jurisdictions that do not use,
or underuse, QBS to procure engineering services. A maximum of one QBS Award
may be presented to the federal government sector, the state government sector
(includes all governmental units under the state level), and nongovernment sector.

Nominations may originate from an ACEC member organization, an NSPE state
society, a public or private entity, or an individual in the public or private sector.
Self-nomination is not permitted.

Nominations and supporting materials are due by Friday, June 17 (COB). Access
the nomination form and instructions .

Scholarships Open for Applications
The Swadesh and Om P. Popli, P.E., P.L.S. Scholarship and the William R. Kimel,
P.E., Engineering Scholarship are accepting applications from students pursuing
engineering degrees in the fall. The application deadline is June 15.

The Swadesh and Om P. Popli, P.E., P.L.S. Scholarship is a multi-year scholarship
that will provide $5,000 each year of the recipient’s four-year education. Applicants
must be a female high school senior from an underrepresented ethnic minority
(African American, Hispanic, Native American, or Pacific Islander) pursuing a
degree in civil, electrical, or mechanical engineering at an ABET-accredited
program.

The William R. Kimel, P.E., Engineering Scholarship is a $2,500 scholarship
awarded annually to an undergraduate student who is a resident of either Kansas
or Missouri and enrolled as a junior in an ABET-accredited engineering program in
a college or university in either Kansas or Missouri.
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