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NSPE-AZ President's Message

Dear NSPE-AZ Members and Friends,

I hope that you all are gearing up for Engineers Week, February 19-25! This year's
theme, "creating the future," couldn't be more fitting for the celebration we will be
holding in Phoenix. On February 21, the state chapter and the local APWA will be
hosting an awards luncheon to celebrate amazing engineers and those that inspire
the next generation! I am excited to announce the following award winners:

The 2022/2023 Engineer of the Year is Duane Eitel, P.E., PTOE. Duane is the
deputy public works director for Casa Grande and has been an advocate and driver
for ensuring that the city's infrastructure kept up with growth, including major transit
systems and water infrastructure. Duane has spent his entire career as an
innovator and champion of transportation engineering. He has also been a member
of the NSPE-AZ board since 2016 and has been a key player in keeping the
society and advocacy for the profession alive in Arizona.

The 2022/2023 Government Engineer of the Year is Jeanne Jensen, P.E. As a
chemical engineer, Jeanne is a great example of the diversity of professional
licensure. Jeanne is the CIP projects supervisor for the Town of Gilbert and has



spearheaded the business case and ultimate execution of the state's largest clean
water infrastructure project, securing a reliable source of drinking water for her
community for generations. You would typically find Jeanne volunteering, leading,
or teaching in local and national water associations. Jeanne's passion and drive as
a public servant has made, and will continue to make, a lasting impact on the Town
of Gilbert and water resources in the State of Arizona.

The 2022/2023 Lifetime Achievement Award will honor the life of Vonne
Nicklaus, P.E. Vonne Nicklaus was the president and CEO of Nicklaus
Engineering, Inc. in Yuma, Arizona. Vonne was a leader in many of Yuma's most
important development boards, dedicating his life to the growth and success of the
entire city. As a result of Vonne's mentorship, many engineers who worked for
Nicklaus Engineering went on to form five focused engineering companies
including Dahl, Robins & Associates, Edais Engineering, Geotechnical Testing
Services, Core Engineering Group, and Guiterrez-Canales Engineering. Vonne's
leadership and impact continues to ripple throughout Arizona to this day.

The 2022/2023 Educator of the Year is Justin Davis. Justin is an engineering
innovation and entrepreneur instructor at the MET Professional Academy. Justin
has been instrumental in integrating the Engineering Projects in Community
Service (EPICS) program into the MET curriculum, with a high rate of success.
Letters from Justin's students emphasize his ability to challenge and inspire
students with real world issues. Justin's partnership and collaboration with higher
education institutions and industry leaders has made his curriculum engaging and
impactful. Justin is creating the future of STEM professionals.

I am so proud of and inspired by this year's award winners! There is so much
talent, innovation, and humanity in our industry and in our state, and these
awardees are the best examples of that. I hope you all plan on joining us at the
awards ceremony next week to celebrate and honor these outstanding individuals.
There are only a few spots left and registration closes at the end of the week. You
can find a link to the registration page here. We'll see you next week!

Respectfully,

Michaela Rempkowski, P.E., DBIA, ENVSP
President, NSPE-AZ (Arizona Society of Professional Engineers)

NSPE-AZ Member Named 2023 FEYA Finalist

Capt. Christopher C. Jankowski, P.E., PMP, ENV SP, was named a top 10
finalist for NSPE's Federal Engineer of the Year Award. He serves as the chief of
operations engineering for the US Department of the Air Force, Pacific Air Forces.

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejkppof923b87561&oseq=&c=cece42e0-8ff3-11ec-a454-fa163e64fc3f&ch=cee56074-8ff3-11ec-a454-fa163e64fc3f
https://www.nspe.org/resources/interest-groups/government/federal-engineer-the-year


Jankowski and the other finalists will be recognized during a ceremony at the
National Press Club in Washington, DC, on February 24.

The Federal Engineer of the Year Award honors engineers employed by a federal
agency that employs at least 50 engineers worldwide. These nominees have made
extensive contributions to their organizations and also to the public that PEs
ultimately serve.

Arizona 2023 Engineers Week Celebration

Join your fellow NSPE-AZ members at the 2023 Engineers Week Celebration:
Awards Luncheon on Tuesday, February 21. We will be celebrating the future of
the profession and honoring the annual award winners. This event includes a
formal sit-down lunch (11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) at the ACEC headquarters in
Phoenix.

The cost of the event is as follows: Students–$10, NSPE-AZ Members–$25,
Nonmembers–$40. Event sponsorships are also available! Access more
information and register here.

Thanks to our Sponsors!

https://www.nspe-az.org/news-events/2023eweek


NSPE-AZ Board Meeting

NSPE-AZ Board of Directors will hold its next board meeting on Friday, March 3.
The board meetings are held on the first Friday of every month from 3:30 pm to
5:00 p.m. at the offices of McCarthy Building Companies (6225 N 24th St, Suite
125, Phoenix, AZ 85013). Access information about future meetings and other
NSPE-AZ events here.

Save the Date: March Luncheon
NSPE-AZ will host a luncheon on Tuesday, March 28, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. (MT). Stay tuned for more details.

https://www.nspe-az.org/news-events/calendar-events


Here's How Arizona is Building a Semiconductor
Workforce

Semiconductor chip manufacturer Intel — which has had a longtime presence in
Arizona — is helping to boost the number and diversity of workers available in the
industry through their Broadening Participation in Science and Engineering Higher
Education grant program. The grants are distributed from Intel to educational
institutions in states where the company has a strong manufacturing and
engineering presence, AZ Big Media reports.

Trevor Thornton and Hongbin Yu, both professors of electrical engineering in the
School of Electrical, Computer and Energy Engineering, part of the Ira A. Fulton
Schools of Engineering at Arizona State University, have received grants to help
train the semiconductor workforce of the future.

"Intel takes great pride in supporting Arizona State University's semiconductor
industry workforce development initiatives," says Intel's Arizona public affairs
manager Angela Creedon. "These programs are essential to enabling Intel and the
industry's growth in Arizona and to helping ensure our workforce reflects the
incredible diversity of our community." Read more.

Is Desalination the Answer to Water Shortages in Arizona?

Along the Colorado River and its tributaries, climate change is spurring the worst
drought in 1,200 years. The river's water flow has decreased by about 20% in the
last 23 years, endangering water supplies to about 40 million people in seven
states and to 5 million acres of agriculture. The Bureau of Reclamation has asked
the seven states — Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and
Wyoming — to consider how to cut their share of the river's water by up to 30% this
year, The Week reports.

In Arizona, drought is combining with a population boom to create particularly dire
water shortages, limiting further development and leading Scottsdale to cut off
water supplies to a neighboring community beyond its borders. Among the
solutions under consideration, desalination — the process of removing salt from
saline water — is emerging as a top contender. In December, Arizona's water
finance board advanced a proposal for a $5.5 billion desalination plant in Mexico's
Sea of Cortez. After being desalinated, the water would be pumped 200 miles north
in a pipeline, crossing the southern border to deliver water to drought-stricken
regions.

The first phase of the Arizona plan, which could bring about 300,000 acre-feet of
water to Arizona in a single pipeline by 2027, could cost up to $1 billion a year.

https://azbigmedia.com/business/heres-how-arizona-is-building-a-semiconductor-workforce/
https://azbigmedia.com/business/heres-how-arizona-is-building-a-semiconductor-workforce/
https://theweek.com/climate-change/1020866/drinking-water-from-the-sea
https://theweek.com/climate-change/1020866/drinking-water-from-the-sea


That would be enough to supply a million or more Arizona households, but at a
cost at least 40 times higher than current supplies. "No one can value the cost of
water," said Erez Hoter-Ishay, manager of the team developing the project. "When
you don't have water, you don't have growth, you don't have life." Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Meet the FEYA Top 10 Finalists
NSPE is pleased to announce the 10 finalists for the 2023 Federal Engineer of the
Year Award , honoring engineers employed by a federal agency with at least 50
engineers worldwide. All have made extensive contributions to their organizations
and also to the public that PEs ultimately serve.

The winner of this year’s award will be announced during a ceremony at the
National Press Club in Washington, DC, on February 24, and will be selected from
the following finalists.

Stephen Craven, Ph.D., P.E., electrical engineer, networks/WAN specialist;
Tennessee Valley Authority

Steven C. Dunn, Ph.D., P.E., electrical engineer; General Services
Administration Public Buildings Service

Maj. Dustin L. Gooden, P.E., PMP, LSSBB, chief, strategic basing
corporate branch; US Department of the Air Force, Headquarters US Air
Force

Chad C. Hogan, P.E., lead engineer; US Department of the Air Force, Air
Force Material Command

Capt. Jeneé A. Jagoda, P.E., PMP, engineering flight commander; US
Department of the Air Force, Air Force Global Strike Command

Capt. Christopher C. Jankowski, P.E., PMP, ENV SP, chief of operations
engineering; US Department of the Air Force, Pacific Air Forces

Andrew R. Lawrence, P.E., salvage engineering response team principal
architect; US Department of Homeland Security, US Coast Guard

Nicholas Brian Melly, P.E., fire protection engineer; US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

Dr. Brandon L. Toliver, P.E., branch chief, basing and beddown; US
Department of the Air Force, Air Force Installation & Mission Support

https://theweek.com/climate-change/1020866/drinking-water-from-the-sea
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/
https://www.nspe.org/resources/interest-groups/government/federal-engineer-the-year
https://www.nspe.org/resources/interest-groups/government/federal-engineer-the-year


Brian R. Wybrecht, P.E., civil engineer; US Department of the Army, US
Army Europe and Africa

2023 Lineup of 15 Free PDHs Are Available
NSPE membership offers the benefit of access to 15 on-demand webinars. This
year’s webinars address various topics of interest to professional engineers
including ethics, emerging technologies, construction projects, and licensure. Upon
successful completion of each webinar quiz (with a passing score of 70% or
higher), the quiz taker will receive an attendance certificate with the appropriate
credits earned for that session. Access the free webinars .

2022 NSPE Scholarship Winners

https://pdh.nspe.org/products/2023-fifteen-free-webinars-nspe-members-only


The NSPE Education Foundation awarded several scholarships to support talented
students pursuing engineering degrees in ABET-accredited programs.

Auxiliary Legacy Scholarship
Leah Griesmer, from Broadview Heights, Ohio, is studying mechanical
engineering at the University of Cincinnati. 
Katelyn King, from Basking Ridge, New Jersey, is studying biomedical
engineering at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Maureen L. and Howard N. Blitman, P.E., Scholarship to Promote
Diversity in Engineering
Sebastian Rodriguez, of Cincinnati, Ohio, is attending Carnegie Mellon University
to study mechanical engineering.

The George B. Hightower, P.E. Fellowship
Tyler Kleinsasser is a graduate student at the South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology in Rapid City, South Dakota.

Swadesh and Om P. Popli, P.E., P.L.S. Scholarship
Eli Ordaz is studying civil engineering at Brigham Young University.

Steinman Scholarship
Kathleen Abrams is attending the University of South Carolina, majoring in
biomedical engineering.
Michael Chavez is studying electrical engineering, with an emphasis on renewable
energy, at the University of Nevada, Reno.
Jake Schneider, of Fort Thomas, Kentucky, is pursuing his degree in civil and
environmental engineering at the University of Louisville.
Lindsay Steis, of Ridgway, Pennsylvania, is attending Gannon University,
majoring in environmental engineering.
Jonathan Windham, of Sumrall, Mississippi, is pursuing an electrical engineering
degree at Mississippi State University.

The 2023 Scholarship Season Opens
The NSPE Education Foundation is now accepting applications for the 2023
scholarship season through an online submission platform. The application
deadline is April 1.

https://www.nspe.org/resources/students/scholarships
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