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State News for NSPE Members

DOE Gives New Zero Energy Designation to Engineering
Program in Vermont

The Vermont Technical College Architectural Engineering Technology Bachelor of
Science Program received a Zero Energy Design Designation seal of recognition
from the US Department of Energy. This is the first time the designation has been
given out by the DOE.

It was given to programs that are preparing tomorrow’s architectural and
engineering leaders to design state of the art sustainable buildings, WCAX reports.
The programs awarded must impart best practices of zero energy design on
students, and students have to apply those in actual projects.

“Our fight against climate change runs straight through our nation’s buildings, and
the forward-looking college and university programs we honored today are paving
the way for students to lead our net-zero greenhouse gas emissions future,” said
Carolyn Snyder, deputy assistant secretary for energy efficiency. “Graduates of
these programs will join the front lines of our fight against the climate crisis by
designing sustainable buildings that bring the benefits of our clean energy future to
all.”

NSPE-VT member Chris Reilly, P.E., a professor at Vermont Tech, says it’s great
to have this recognition for the solid work they are doing in prepping students for
the future. “Whether our students go to work for an engineering firm, or an
architecture firm, or even a construction management company, all of the building
industries will be going this way because the goal for the whole country, and the
state of Vermont, and all of the northeast everywhere, to try to achieve these
reductions in carbon and energy usage,” Reilly said.

Find out more about the DOE designation.

Governor Scott Spotlights the VT Construction Industry

https://www.wcax.com/2022/10/08/vermont-technical-college-recognized-by-us-department-energy/?fbclid=IwAR1BFgeJCjS2ed3bwzfsSRgjm_UsUCCVdejag9OgCzoqe1cAfKzEUuD9dpI
https://www.energy.gov/eere/buildings/us-doe-zero-energy-design-designation-recognizes-leading-collegiate-programs-study


Governor Phil Scott was joined by students and industry leaders in a recent press
briefing to proclaim October as Careers in Construction Month in Vermont.

“I am excited to be able to recognize careers in an industry that offers so much
opportunity for Vermonters”, said Governor Scott. “As we make historic
investments in housing, broadband, and traditional infrastructure, there are many
opportunities for Vermonters to find lucrative careers in the trades.”

According to Department of Labor data, construction accounts for 5.2% of
statewide total employment, with more than 15,000 individuals working within the
industry. The average annual wage for construction workers in Vermont is $57,635,
exceeding the statewide average wage of $56,264. The most recent data also
shows that construction account for about 10% of the total number of businesses in
Vermont, with a total of more than 2,900.

“Anyone who has needed the services of a skilled contractor in the last few years,
understands the importance of highlighting and supporting this important sector of
our economy, as well as helping to educate folks on just how lucrative and
rewarding these careers are for those who chose to pursue a job in the trades,”
said Labor Deputy Commissioner Dustin Degree. Read more.

Water Service Extension to Spur Economic Growth in
Franklin County

The Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration has
awarded a $1.5 million grant to the town of Highgate/Village of Swanton, Highgate
Center, Vermont, to support business and job growth efforts by extending water
and sewer service from Swanton to the Franklin County Airport.

This project will provide added water and sewer system service capacity to support
the development of seven industrial properties next to the airport and additional
airplane hangars, as well as the establishment of a workforce development facility.
The EDA investment will be matched with $1.5 million in state and local funds and
is expected to create 362 jobs and generate $15 million in private investment,
according to grantee estimates. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Mark Your Calendar for Engineers Week 2023
Founded by NSPE in 1951, Engineers
Week (February 19–25, 2023) is dedicated
to ensuring a diverse and well-educated
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https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/22-132%20Careers%20in%20Construction%20Month.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/press-release/governor-phil-scott-highlights-careers-construction-month
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https://www.nspe.org/resources/partners-and-state-societies/engineers-week


future engineering workforce. The latest
theme for Engineers Week seeks to inspire
the next generation by celebrating all the
way engineers are Creating the Future!
Engineers play a vital role in innovating
solutions to global challenges that impact
future generations. By working together to
develop new technologies, products, and
opportunities, engineers create new
possibilities that make the world a better place.

Engineers Week is a time for you to:
Celebrate how engineers make a difference in our world.
Add your voice to the conversation about the need for engineers, technicians,
and technologists.
Engage students in engineering.

Access promotional resources.

DiscoverE Outreach Grants
Don’t miss your chance to fund your events for Engineers Week and Introduce a
Girl to Engineering Day.

There are $250-$1000 grants available:
Bell Girl Day grants for girl-centered programs
Engineers Week grants for underserved students

The deadline to apply for the grants is November 4.

https://discovere.org/engage/engineers-week/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_GfxQ18vwBBUeQypXQYTtA2dhDyqW60qhQFL9e5s3m3QJFg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQuw2aTUcuQYOjsRBr_xyoStr0DSE6mdjOgrUAFqtjS1KnSA/viewform
https://discovere.org/outreach-grants/


Workability Wednesdays Webinars
The fall series of Workability Wednesdays webinars
recently launched with a webinar on What Separates
Good Engineers From Great Engineers . The series is
free for NSPE members and covers topics impacting
the industry and helps to enhance your competencies
in the profession.

Upcoming Webinars
How Blockchain Protects Public Safety: A Working Solution (October 26)
Navigating the Ethical Dilemmas that Arise in Everyday Engineering Practice
(November 16)

If you missed the spring lineup of Workability Wednesdays webinars, you can still
view the recordings and receive PDH credit.

Last Call for FEYA Nominations
Nominations for the Federal Engineer of the
Year Award are open until October 31. The

https://pdh.nspe.org/
https://pdh.nspe.org/products/what-separates-good-engineers-from-great-engineers
https://pdh.nspe.org/products/what-separates-good-engineers-from-great-engineers
https://pdh.nspe.org/products/how-blockchain-protects-public-safety-a-working-solution
https://pdh.nspe.org/products/navigating-the-ethical-dilemmas-that-arise-in-every-day-engineering-practice
https://pdh.nspe.org/WWSpring2022


award, sponsored by the Professional
Engineers in Government, honors engineers
employed by a federal agency that employs at
least 50 engineers worldwide.

The FEYA ceremony is scheduled for February
24, 2023, at the National Press Club in
Washington, DC. Tickets will be available for
sale in January.

Nominations must be made by the federal agency. Access the application here .
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