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Member Spotlight: Alex Hango, P.E.
Senior Estimator at PC Construction Company, South Burlington

Alex is a 2012 graduate of Clarkson University with a B.S. in civil engineering.
Although he’s 10 years out of college, his on-the-job engineering experience goes
back much further. In high school and through college, Alex worked as a
technician/drafter at his grandfather’s firm, R.A. Hango P.E. Consulting Engineers
in Berkshire. At the firm, he learned about planning, designing, permitting, and cost
estimation for residential and commercial water supply, wastewater disposal,
stormwater and site development in northern Vermont. Over the last eight years,
he has worked his way up from office engineer to chief estimator at the employee-
owned PC Construction, where he specializes in design-build, CMAR, and hard-bid
pursuits for their water/wastewater market.

Tell us a little about your experience growing up in an engineering family. Did
you always know you wanted an engineering career?  
It certainly seems like it runs in our blood!  We have several family members and
generations of engineers in all disciplines of engineering in our family. (Great-
grandfather, electrical; grandfather, civil/mechanical; father, mechanical; sister,
structural; brother, chemical). Growing up I had exposure to that work environment
and I also always enjoyed problem solving as well as the math and science classes
in school.

What projects are you working on right now?
I am currently working on a large design-build bio-solids project that is just breaking



ground in the greater Washington, D.C., area for a municipality at one of their
wastewater treatment facilities. This is a very innovative green energy project that
does resource recovery to produce energy. When complete, the facility will
significantly reduce the amount of waste biosolids left over from the treatment
process, will create a class A bio-solid, and will provide a large reduction in
operating costs for the owner. I have worked on this job since we pursued the
project, all the way through the design phases and turnover to the operations team
to construct.

What does the PE license mean to you?
 Licensure to me is the mark of a professional.  It is a culmination of years of
schooling, training, time in the workforce, and also shows proficiency in the ability
to problem-solve and draw from experience to come to a sound solution.  I am
proud of having my license as it represents a level of competency and knowledge
recognized in our industry.

In addition to engineering, farming is also a big part of your life. What kind of
farming do you do? 
I grew up in a rural town in northern Vermont. Farming has provided me a strong
connection to the outdoors as well as an appreciation of the environment and the
natural beauty our state has. It also taught me the value of hard work and problem
solving at a very young age! Over the years we have had a herd of beef cattle
ranging from 4-50 in herd size. Other than cattle, it was working the land —
harvesting hay, firewood, lumber, sap. Most of my hobbies involve activities on the
farm or outdoors, like include skiing, triathlons, hunting, and soccer.

Federal Dollars for Electric Transit

Nearly $800,000 from the federal government will be coming to Vermont for the
purchase of electric public transit vehicles, according to AP. The funding from the
Federal Transit Administration will cover 80% of the cost of the four vehicles,
bringing the state’s total to 12.

UVM President Wants to End the Wasting of Talent

The US is squandering the talents of large segments of the population to the
detriment of the nation’s science and engineering standing, writes University of
Vermont President Suresh Garimella in Scientific American. “The number of
women and students from underrepresented groups in the nation’s science and
engineering workforce has grown over the past decade. But because the workforce
grew so rapidly overall during that time, the share of both women and minorities in
the overall workforce declined.” To meet the challenges ahead, part of the answer
lies in finding mentors and role models who can tap the talents of the “missing

https://www.power-grid.com/2020/06/16/vermont-gets-funding-for-electric-public-transit-vehicles/#gref
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/were-squandering-the-potential-of-millions-of-young-people/


millions.”

We Want to Hear from You!

Do you know of engineering news in Vermont that would be great for this
newsletter? Maybe it’s a project you or your firm is working on, or perhaps you read
some interesting engineering news in your local newspaper. Or maybe you know of
a fellow PE or student who deserves a little recognition. If so, we want to hear from
you. Email your ideas to pemagazine@nspe.org.

NSPE Urges Veto of Structural Engineering Bill
In a letter to Georgia Governor Brian Kemp, NSPE encouraged the veto of a bill to
establish a separate licensing system for structural engineers.

President-Elect Tricia Hatley, P.E., F.NSPE, wrote that creating a new licensing
system for structural engineering does not improve the public health, safety, or
welfare. “Instead, it muddies the water, creating confusion and requiring regulatory
authorities to make arbitrary distinctions to define structural engineering,” she
added. “Rather than reducing regulatory burdens, the change would add a new
layer, requiring one engineer to obtain multiple licenses in order to do work that,
previously, required only one.”

Instead of creating a separate licensing system, NSPE recommends a certification
process that occurs after the professional engineering license has already been
obtained. “This system would allow for the SE designation, if required or requested
by potential employers or RFPs, without drawing the same, hard line between
structural and other types of engineering,” Hatley wrote.

Read the full letter.

Take Action on Federal Infrastructure Bills
You have an important opportunity to add your voice to the debate around pending
infrastructure legislation.

The first two bills are the House and Senate’s surface transportation infrastructure
reauthorization bills—The INVEST in America Act (H.R. 2 ) and the America’s
Transportation Infrastructure Act of 2019 (S. 2302 ). This is an opportunity to
communicate to members of Congress the importance and value of having PEs
involved in engineering decisions to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

mailto:pemagazine@nspe.org
https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/Ltr-to-GA-Gov-SB%20310-FINAL.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2302


Take action on surface transportation reauthorization!

The third bill, the SMART Infrastructure Act (H.R. 4687 ), would take decision-
making authority away from professional engineers and instead give it to state and
local authorities, allowing them to select “appropriate” construction materials. The
bill would establish that these entities would have the flexibility to select appropriate
construction materials that meet the performance requirements of the contract and
enhance the service life, sustainability, and resiliency of the project.

NSPE opposes this bill because its enactment would prevent PEs from making the
final decision on the appropriate construction materials for a project. Additionally, it
establishes a federal interagency task force charged with deciding whether state
and local procurement practices have artificial barriers to competition for new and
innovative materials and recommending actions that can be taken to remove
barriers. Their decisions could put the public at risk should these new and
innovative materials present unforeseen harms to the public.

Voice your opposition to H.R. 4687!

Celebrate PE Day!
NSPE is celebrating licensed professional engineers
with the fifth annual Professional Engineers Day on
Wednesday, August 5. Join the Society in raising
awareness about what it means to be a PE and
showing appreciation for the work they do every day.

In lieu of in-district meetings with legislators, like those
conducted last year, NSPE members will be able to
participate in a series of panel discussions. The
discussions will include members of Congress and/or
their staff, who will share information on pending legislation that impacts the
engineering profession. NSPE members will have opportunities to ask questions
and to take action on the bills that are discussed by the panel.

PE Day falls within the week of the Virtual PECon (August 3–7).
As a highlight of PE Day, NTSB Chairman Robert Sumwalt III, will
discuss “The Role and Responsibility of Professional Engineers in
Ensuring Safety of Our Nation’s Infrastructure.” His presentation
will touch on the NTSB’s recommendation for eliminating the PE
license exemption for public utility work, and the requirement for a
professional engineer’s seal on public utility engineering drawings,
stemming from the tragic pipeline explosions and fires in the
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Merrimack Valley of Massachusetts.

IBM’s Global Chief Technology Officer Ben Amaba, is also 
featured as a keynote speaker and will cover the professional 
engineer’s role in artificial intelligence and technology.

Register for the Virtual PECon.
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