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Utah Inland Port Authority Pauses Major Capital Projects

The Utah Inland Port Authority is taking a timeout as problems related to its future
begin to build. The port authority is already experiencing a shift in leadership and
dealing with a state audit that questions its ongoing planning, according to a
KSL.com report. Now, a report from logistics expert is tacking onto the concerns,
raising doubts about the inland port's value to the state.

With a lot at stake, Ben Hart, the port authority's newly hired director, says the
agency and its board of directors have decided to pause "all major capital projects"
until they are able to craft a Northwest Quadrant Master Development Plan.

"If our planning efforts determine a transload facility is right for this market, there
will be robust engagement with neighborhoods on the west side of Salt Lake
County and the business community," Hart said, in a statement to KSL. "A project
of that size would also require a board resolution passed in a public meeting. Until
then, we're talking with all our stakeholders to ensure this master plan reflects what
best suits Utah and its logistics needs." Read more.

State Licensing Board Meeting

The Utah Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors Board will hold
its next meeting on Wednesday, November 16, at 9:00 a.m.
Access more information here.

Engineering and Computer Science Workforce Booming in
Utah

In 2020, Utah's engineering and computer science workforce generated 238,400
full- and part-time jobs, $19.1 billion in earnings, and $25.2 billion in gross domestic
product (GDP), representing 12-15% of Utah's $200 billion economy. This is
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according to the latest report from the Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, which
details how in every major industry, and in communities statewide, engineering and
computer science professionals contribute to meaningful innovation, research, and
entrepreneurship, according to a news release.

"The emphasis placed on engineering and computer science education by state
leaders in the early 2000's has created enormous benefits for the Utah economy,"
said Levi Pace, lead author of the report and senior research economist at the
institute. "Engineers, tech workers, and professionals in related occupations are
taking increasingly active roles in the economy and society. In addition to these
broader economic and societal benefits, the data show favorable returns on
education investments in terms of personal income, both short- and long-term."

The report also details student outcomes and research activity in engineering and
computer science programs in Utah's colleges and universities, which receive
significant funding for their research. In fiscal year 2021, the University of Utah,
Utah State University, and Brigham Young University together accounted for
$175.7 million of the $183 million of engineering and computer science research
awards to the eight universities and colleges. The state's flagship, the University of
Utah, received grants and contracts worth $105 million for engineering and $26.5
million for computer science, approximately three fourths of the total research
funding. Read more.

New Utah Center Brings Research Power to the Energy
Transition

The University of Utah has launched the Utah Energy & Power Innovation Center
(U-EPIC) with a mission to "innovate the future of equitable, sustainable and
resilient power and energy infrastructure," according to a news release. The
interdisciplinary research center features a team that includes engineers, social
scientists, climate scientists, and computer scientists.

Ensuring clean, equitable and affordable energy is one of the biggest challenges of
our time, says Masood Parvania, associate professor of electrical & computer
engineering and director of U-EPIC. "We are given an unprecedented once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to shape the transition of energy industry to utilize clean,
sustainable, and distributed sources of energy, while ensuring that the benefits of
this transition, including air quality, economic development, employment
opportunity, and access to clean energy are equitably distributed within the
society," he says. "Nobody and no community should be left behind in this
transition."

Achieving these goals requires interdisciplinary research, such as improving the
resilience of energy infrastructure in the face of more frequent wildfires and
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hurricanes. U-EPIC researchers are focusing on four research topics: climate
change-resilient power and critical infrastructure; cyber security of critical
infrastructure systems; grid integration of energy storage and distributed energy
resources; and interdependent critical infrastructure. Read more.

NSPE's Job Board is your one-stop resource for professional engineering
employment. Whether you are on the hunt for your next career move or looking for
today's top engineering leaders and talent, you will find it here.

NSPE provides the tools PEs need to keep current in the profession and advance
their careers.

Featured Job
Transportation Engineer
West Jordan, UT

Find more job openings or reach the right employees on the NSPE Job Board.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Mark Your Calendar for Engineers Week 2023
Founded by NSPE in 1951, Engineers
Week (February 19–25, 2023) is dedicated
to ensuring a diverse and well-educated
future engineering workforce. The latest
theme for Engineers Week seeks to inspire
the next generation by celebrating all the
way engineers are Creating the Future!
Engineers play a vital role in innovating
solutions to global challenges that impact
future generations. By working together to
develop new technologies, products, and
opportunities, engineers create new
possibilities that make the world a better place.
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Engineers Week is a time for you to:
Celebrate how engineers make a difference in our world.
Add your voice to the conversation about the need for engineers, technicians,
and technologists.
Engage students in engineering.

Access promotional resources.

DiscoverE Outreach Grants
Don’t miss your chance to fund your events for Engineers Week and Introduce a
Girl to Engineering Day.

There are $250-$1000 grants available:
Bell Girl Day grants for girl-centered programs
Engineers Week grants for underserved students

The deadline to apply for the grants is November 4.

Workability Wednesdays Webinars
The fall series of Workability Wednesdays webinars
recently launched with a webinar on What Separates
Good Engineers From Great Engineers . The series is
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free for NSPE members and covers topics impacting
the industry and helps to enhance your competencies
in the profession.

Upcoming Webinars
How Blockchain Protects Public Safety: A Working Solution (October 26)
Navigating the Ethical Dilemmas that Arise in Everyday Engineering Practice
(November 16)

If you missed the spring lineup of Workability Wednesdays webinars, you can still
view the recordings and receive PDH credit.

Last Call for FEYA Nominations
Nominations for the Federal Engineer of the
Year Award are open until October 31. The
award, sponsored by the Professional
Engineers in Government, honors engineers
employed by a federal agency that employs at
least 50 engineers worldwide.

The FEYA ceremony is scheduled for February
24, 2023, at the National Press Club in
Washington, DC. Tickets will be available for
sale in January.

Nominations must be made by the federal agency. Access the application here .
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To update your e-mail address, visit www.nspe.org and login to manage your account.

If you do not wish to receive any more issues of PE Matters, click here to unsubscribe .
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