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UDOT Seeks Input on Rural Transportation Planning

The Utah Department of Transportation wants the public's input to contribute ideas
on how to address transportation needs as part of the state's Long-Range Rural
Transportation Plan for rural areas throughout Utah.

This planning process is an opportunity to shape decisions regarding Utah's rural
transportation system needs for the next 25 to 30 years, according to a news
release. UDOT has been meeting with rural communities, counties, and other
agencies to discuss future needs along the state highway system. A variety of rural
state roads in need of transportation improvements have been identified, and the
department is asking the public to share their ideas on how to help improve Utah's
roadway network. Some ideas may include adding travel or passing lanes,
improving intersections, adding bike lanes or sidewalks, providing transit service,
increasing signage, extending paved trails, and more.

The public is encouraged to visit the project website to share comments in the
following ways:

Provide ideas on the comment map. The map details state roads that are in
need of transportation improvements and the planning team is interested in
specific ideas of how to solve these needs.
Respond to a quick survey about the planning goals.
The public may also email the project team (planning@utah.gov) or call the
project hotline (385-360-1900).

Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Save Utah's Great Salt Lake

US Senator Mitt Romney (R-UT) recently introduced the Great Salt Lake Recovery
Act, legislation to study historic drought conditions and protect the long-term health
of the Great Salt Lake in Utah. Earlier this month, the lake dropped to its lowest
level on record for the second time in a year, posing a threat to the state's
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environment and economy, according to a news release.

This legislation builds on conservation actions taken by the Utah legislature in the
2022 legislative session, including the designation of $40 million for the Great Salt
Lake watershed enhancement program. Representatives Chris Stewart (R-UT) and
Burgess Owens (R-UT) introduced companion legislation in the US House.

The legislation seeks to build on Utah's efforts to address the historic drought
conditions of the Great Salt Lake and other saline lakes in the Great Basin by doing
the following:

Authorizing the US Army Corps of Engineers to carry out a program to
monitor and assess the water availability and conditions of saline lakes in the
Great Basin, including the Great Salt Lake, in order to help inform
management and conservation activities for these ecosystems. The Corps
will coordinate with relevant federal and state agencies, tribes, local
governments, and nonprofits to implement the program. The bill authorizes
$10,000,000 for this program.
Authorizing a feasibility study on addressing drought conditions in the Great
Salt Lake, which may include an identification of any potential technologies—
including pipelines, coastal desalination plants, and canal reinforcement—
capable of redirecting water sources and necessary permitting to redirect
water sources across state borders.

Utah Has Plans for Electrifying Its Scenic Highways

Travis Van Orden has watched the trickle become a stream. The owner of the
Broken Spur Inn and Steakhouse in the southern Utah tourist town of Torrey was
one of the early adopters of Tesla’s nationwide electric vehicle charging network
six years ago, according to a The Salt Lake Tribune article.

The process took a year before Tesla approved his application and installed the
chargers at his hotel. And it worked well during the early years. "It was one car a
week, or two cars," Van Orden said. "Now it's three or four or five cars fighting over
my three chargers."

The same upward trend is happening at other hot spots. Growing numbers of
tourists need more than the charge that Utah's stunning beauty provides.

In 2020, Utah legislators passed HB259, which directed the Utah Department of
Transportation to plan a statewide electric vehicle charging network that would be
funded under the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure program. Federal funding
requires charging stations at least every 50 miles, although there is a mechanism
for exceptions.
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Utah's main freeways (Interstates 15 and 80) are in good shape, but the next step
down—particularly the major tourism routes—are thin. UDOT says the state needs
about 42 more charging stations on highways, including those connecting Utah's
national parks and other tourist destinations. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

Missouri PE Takes the Lead of NSPE
Britt Smith P.E., F.NSPE, has started his term as
NSPE’s 2022–23 president. A formal installation
ceremony will take place during the Professional
Engineers Conference in Philadelphia on August 2.

“I can say honestly that I could not be more humbled to
be the next president of NSPE,” Smith stated during
the recent House of Delegates General Assembly. “I
never dreamed that I would be in this position but
knew that I wanted to just give back to the profession
that has provided so much for me and my family.”

Smith is currently the operations division director for the City of Jefferson, where he
manages all aspects of operations related to streets, parking, central maintenance,
city facilities, and the airport, and leverages all available resources to accomplish
the varying missions of each division. He also has experience as an engineering
consultant and served in the US Army. Smith graduated from the Missouri
University of Science and Technology (formerly the University of Missouri – Rolla)
with a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering.

Since becoming a member of NSPE and the Missouri Society of Professional
Engineers in 1997, Smith has held many volunteer leadership positions with the
Society including serving on the Committee on Policy and Advocacy, the Honors
and Awards Committee, the Delivery System, Communication, and Technology
Task Force, and as Missouri’s representative to the House of Delegates. Smith
was named an NSPE Fellow in 2016. In Missouri, he served in a variety of chapter
and state-level leadership positions, including as the 2011-2012 state president
and president of the Jefferson City Chapter in 2001.

A strong dedication to volunteering also extends into Smith’s local community
where he is involved with the United Way of Central Missouri and as a counselor
for the Jefferson City Marriage Encounter. He has previously dedicated many years
to the local Boy Scouts troop and as a volunteer baseball/softball coach.
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Reconnect at NSPECon 2022
Attendance at NSPECon 2022 in Philadelphia, August 1-3, is the best opportunity
to engage and learn with your colleagues. The conference features multiple
education tracks in leadership, trends in the industry, and career development.
Registration is open until July 28.

Featured Keynote Speaker
Commander Mary Kelly, US Navy (Ret.),
Ph.D., CSP, CPAE, will present “6-5-7: The 6
Stages of Any Crisis, Challenge, or Change, the
5 Steps to P.I.V.O.T. for Success, and 7
Leadership Reminders To Lead Through It.”
Registered attendees will receive exclusive
access to an online vault full of bonus resources
from Commander Kelly.

Conference Session Highlights

You Want Me to Lead WHO to do WHAT? Lessons from the Frontlines of
Engineering Leadership

Reliability and Resilience of Energy Systems under Extreme Weather Events

Generation Next: Engaging Multi-Generational Engineers

Defending the License

Career Development in Practice, Not Theory

PE Day Luncheon & Panel Discussion: Engineering Challenges of the 21st
Century

Access the full NSPECon program.

PE Day is Coming!
Celebrate licensure and the profession with PEs
around the world on Wednesday, August 3, during the
seventh annual Professional Engineers Day! Whether
you plan to celebrate PE Day at home, in the office, or
with your peers at the NSPECon 2022 in Philadelphia,
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you can show off your PE pride by sporting some PE
Day logo wear for this year’s event.

NSPE’s apparel shop features the PE Day logo on a
variety of items including many styles of t-shirts and
other apparel for men, women, and kids, as well as accessories like mugs,
notebooks, tote bags, wall prints, and even phone cases.

Shop now to celebrate in style!
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