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State News for NSPE Members

NSPE-CA Member Adapts During a Global Pandemic

NSPE-CA member Michael Rizza, P.E., was featured in a PE magazine cover
story that addresses how PEs and their organizations are adjusting to a new reality
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

NSPE members have put the ingenuity of professional engineers to bear on
adapting their companies and work lives. For Rizza’s firm, technology has proven
critical to keeping projects moving. A mobile technology culture and a strong VPN
have helped the company meet its project deadlines, says the principal of Rizza
Engineering Inc.

Rizza Engineering has also adjusted its expectations, understanding that
employees aren’t going to be operating as efficiently at home with distractions.
Michael Rizza lets staff know he empathizes; he’s running the company from a
card table in his bedroom with his wife and three children at the other end of the
house. “It gets kind of loud,” he says.

Since its launch in 2011, the company has encouraged flexibility and work-life
balance for its staff. Employees could take time off for kids’ baseball games and



then finish work after hours. That flexibility “has proven highly beneficial” in the time
of coronavirus. To business owners who wonder if employees are really working
their 40 hours, Rizza advises, “I’ve always taken the approach—if I have to have
those thoughts, maybe I hired the wrong employee.”

Read more on how Michael Rizza, P.E., and other NSPE members are adapting to
a new reality.

State COVID-19 Actions

Find all relevant COVID-19 actions in California related to licensure, small
businesses, or essential services, including information on use of electronic/digital
seals and signatures by professional engineers. A PDF version provides short
summaries of both legislation and executive actions, lists of both, and hyperlinks
for more details.

Access the information on the NSPE-CA website.

NSPE-CA Member Provides Expertise on Cybersecurity

Cybersecurity and control system cybersecurity are critical for protecting the public,
yet do not receive nearly enough management attention and funding. Control
systems need more policymaker attention. NSPE-CA member Joseph Weiss, P.E.,
identifies the major obstacle as a communications and culture gap between IT and
engineering/system control.

Weiss makes recommendations on how to better coordinate efforts:

Governance changes need to mandate that engineering management and
technical staff participate in control system cybersecurity along with
CIO/CISO and IT/OT networking staff;
Recognize that the most dangerous control system cyberattacks are those
that manipulate physics. This requires engineering-domain expertise to
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identify and respond to these types of issues;
Provide R&D funding for securing Level 0,1 devices and low-level sensor
networks;
Universities need to require introduction to computer science/cybersecurity
for engineering students and computer science/computer security students to
take an introductory course on engineering;
Adequately address Level 0,1 devices in control system cybersecurity and
process safety standards; and
Coordinate control system cybersecurity standards and regulatory activities.

For more information, check out Joseph Weiss, P.E.’s article in the May/June issue
of PE Magazine.

Get Ready for Virtual PE Conference 2020 (#NSPEVirtual)
To protect the health, safety, and welfare of
our members, while continuing to provide
meaningful and valuable education and
engagement opportunities, NSPE
leadership has decided to postpone this
year’s Professional Engineers Conference
(PECon) in Philadelphia until summer 2021.
In its place, the Society will host an online
Virtual PE Conference in August. Events will
be centered around the annual celebration
of PE Day, August 5.

The new virtual program will make it easier for attendees to participate according to
their schedules. Sessions can be experienced in a live virtual environment or by
accessing recordings at a more convenient time. Virtual PECon will be easily
accessible and affordable due to the elimination of travel costs and reduction in
registration fees. PDH credits will be available for education sessions comparable
to the amount you could earn at a regular PECon. The virtual conference will also
provide networking and social connection with colleagues in addition to
professional development opportunities.

Current plans include:

Education tracks and sessions, featuring many of the sessions already
planned for PECon 2020;

Tracks spread throughout the week at various times of day, empowering
attendees to take in more of the content they desire;

https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/may-2020/attention-policymakers-cybersecurity-more-it-issue


Recording all sessions to make them available for on-demand viewing;

Hosting keynote speakers and senior leaders allowing for interactive Q&A
with attendees; and

Networking/roundtable topic discussions with peers by region and areas of
practice, geared to increase dialogue and member engagement.

Stay tuned for more information on content and registration to come.

Pandemic Forces Profession to Adjust
NSPE and its certification division NICET , as well as state societies and individual
members, are all adapting to a changed world.

Our latest PE cover story highlights how organizations
and individual PEs are meeting the challenges with
courage, compassion, and innovation. NSPE and its state
societies are continuing to provide information, advocacy,
and continuing education as staffers are sheltering at
home. PEs are running companies from their bedrooms
or dining rooms and working to ensure employee well-
being while keeping businesses afloat.

No one knows what the future holds. But professional
engineers will be among those helping to create that
future—as always, prioritizing the public health, safety, and welfare.

Read more from May/June PE magazine.

Update: NICET’s certification testing for engineering technicians has started to
return but on a reduced schedule. Pearson VUE, the company that manages
testing centers for NICET exams as well as NCEES exams and those in many
other professions, began reopening on May 1. Centers will be operating at 50%
capacity and for limited hours. The reopening of testing centers in Pennsylvania
and Alaska has not been scheduled, due to locally imposed restrictions. For the
latest information, visit NICET’s COVID-19 response web page .

Read the latest on NCEES’s FE and PE exams.

Don’t Miss These Upcoming Webinars
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NSPE is increasing the number of its webinars to serve members during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Stay current in the profession, earn PDHs, and advance your
career by tuning in.

Engineering Exemptions and Education: Diminish the First and Enhance the
Second - May 20

Negotiate It! How to Crush Your Fears, Develop Your Negotiation Muscle,
and Gain Power in the Workplace - May 27

Fire Protection Engineering in Property Risk Management - June 3

Ethics in our Changing World - June 10

Engineers, Building Water Systems and Legionella: What You Need to Know
- June 24

Visit NSPE’s PE Institute.

You received this e-mail because you are subscribed to PE Matters e-newsletter.

To update your e-mail address, visit www.nspe.org and login to manage your account.

If you do not wish to receive any more issues of PE Matters, click here to unsubscribe .

Share with your network

National Society of Professional Engineers | 1420 King Street | Alexandria, VA
22314

https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/engineering-exemptions-and-education-diminish-the
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/engineering-exemptions-and-education-diminish-the
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/negotiate-it-how-crush-your-fears-develop-your
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/negotiate-it-how-crush-your-fears-develop-your
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/fire-protection-engineering-property-risk-management
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/ethics-our-changing-world
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/live-educational-events/engineers-building-water-systems-and-legionella-what
https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-institute/
http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.magnetmail.net/Actions/unsubscribe.cfm?message_id=18578723&user_id=NSPE&recipient_id=999999999&email=INCLUDEEMAILADDRESS&group_id=INCLUDEGROUPID
http://sharethiscontent.net/actions/socialDir.cfm?uId=NSPE&rId=999999999&mId=18578723&isRecip=true&socSrc=other&redir=http://www.sharethiscontent.net/Actions/social_share_version.cfm?message_id=18578723&user_id=NSPE&recipient_id=999999999&jobid=INCLUDEJOBID
http://sharethiscontent.net/actions/socialDir.cfm?uId=NSPE&rId=999999999&mId=18578723&isRecip=true&socSrc=linkedin&redir=http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esharethiscontent%2Enet%2FActions%2Fsocial%5Fshare%5Fversion%2Ecfm%3Fmessage%5Fid%3D18578723%26user%5Fid%3DNSPE%26recipient%5Fid%3D999999999%26jobid%3DINCLUDEJOBID%26social%5Fsource%3Dlinkedin&ro=false
http://sharethiscontent.net/actions/socialDir.cfm?uId=NSPE&rId=999999999&mId=18578723&isRecip=true&socSrc=facebook&redir=http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esharethiscontent%2Enet%2FActions%2Fsocial%5Fshare%5Fversion%2Ecfm%3Fmessage%5Fid%3D18578723%26user%5Fid%3DNSPE%26recipient%5Fid%3D999999999%26jobid%3DINCLUDEJOBID%26social%5Fsource%3Dfacebook
http://sharethiscontent.net/actions/socialDir.cfm?uId=NSPE&rId=999999999&mId=18578723&isRecip=true&socSrc=twitter&redir=http://twitter.com/home?status=check%20out%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esharethiscontent%2Enet%2FActions%2Fsocial%5Fshare%5Fversion%2Ecfm%3Fmessage%5Fid%3D18578723%26user%5Fid%3DNSPE%26recipient%5Fid%3D999999999%26jobid%3DINCLUDEJOBID%26social%5Fsource%3Dtwitter%20concerning%20includeSubjUrlEnc
https://www.magnetmail.net/design/INSERT_UNSUBSCRIBEKEYWORD_000
http://www.realmagnet.com/

	Local Disk
	pematters-2020-05-20


