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State News for NSPE Members

Mountain West States Court Federal Money to Create
Regional Hydrogen Hub

Federal officials are encouraging four Mountain West states to jointly apply for
funding to develop more hydrogen energy infrastructure in the region, Wyoming
Public Media reports. Wyoming, New Mexico, Colorado and Utah have partnered
up to create the Western Interstate Hydrogen Hub and in November submitted
preliminary plans to compete for federal dollars.

Hydrogen, the simplest and most abundant element on earth, is usually made
using natural gas. But there are other methods that emit very little CO2. When
burned, its only byproduct is water, which means it has the potential to produce
zero-emission energy.

The growth potential and climate implications of growing the hydrogen industry
prompted the Biden administration to allocate $7 billion to create “clean hydrogen
hubs” across the country. States will submit their full applications by early April and
selected projects are expected to be announced earlier this summer.

Glen Murrell, director of the Wyoming Energy Authority, said the region has a
number of key attributes the federal government is looking for, including existing
energy infrastructure, a knowledgeable workforce and a diverse set of industries
that can produce and consume hydrogen. Rather than one massive “hub” or
location where hydrogen is being produced, the Intermountain West’s application
proposes an “infrastructure network of production, transportation and
consumption,” Murrell said. Read more.

UW Student Team Advances in NASA Design Challenge

A team of University of Wyoming students is one of seven student teams selected
to advance to the second phase of NASA’s 2023 Micro-g Neutral Buoyancy
Experiment Design Teams (NExT) engineering design challenge, according to a
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university news release.

Seven undergraduate students in the UW College of Engineering and Physical
Sciences— dubbed the UW Space Rangers—designed and built the Lunar Lasso,
a device that can install a zip tie during an extravehicular activity in microgravity.
The team members are Garrett Post, of Alpine; Austen Williamson and Daniel
Wisler, both of Cheyenne; Isaac Siurek, of Broomfield, Colorado.; Abigail Hobbs, of
Denver, Colorado.; and Tyler Brewer and Nicholas Shields, of Littleton, Colorado.

Micro-g NExT encourages undergraduate students to design, build and test a tool
or device that addresses an authentic, current space exploration challenge. The
experience includes hands-on engineering design, test operations and public
outreach. Micro-g NExT provides a unique opportunity for students to contribute to
NASA’s missions, as the design challenges are identified by NASA engineers as
necessary in space exploration missions. Read more.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

NSPECon23 Call for Presentations
Share your expertise with professional
engineers during NSPECon23 in Louisville,
Kentucky, August 2-4. Presentation proposals
are being accepted on a submissions site until
January 25. The sessions will focus on three
topics: amplify your leadership human skills;
stay informed about issues and trends
impacting the profession; and invest in your
career.

Accepted presenters will receive:

The unparalleled opportunity to give back to the professional engineer
community at a nationally recognized conference.

Recognition on the conference website with a headshot photo, biography,
and session description.

A customized press release announcing your participation and contribution to
the conference to share with your employer and/or clients.

Assistance with (and guidelines for) promoting your session on social media
outlets.

Follow-up survey results and comments related to your presentation.
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Get Ready for Engineers Week: Creating the Future!
Engineers Week (February 19–25, 2023) is
dedicated to ensuring a diverse and well-educated
future engineering workforce. The latest theme for
Engineers Week seeks to inspire the next
generation by celebrating all the way engineers are
Creating the Future! A free Countdown to
Engineers Week webinar will take place on
Wednesday, January 18, at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00
p.m. (ET). Register and attend the webinar to
receive an Engineers Week planning guide and
starter pack.

Access more information and resources.

New Board of Ethical Review Cases
The NSPE Board of Ethical Review (BER) annually provides advisory opinions to
provide guidance on ethical dilemmas. The Board of Ethical Review (BER) has
released a new set of cases on various topics including on conflict of interest, duty
to report, and professional qualifications.

Check out a BER case focused on the PE role in protecting the public health,
safety, and welfare.

Facts: City passes an ordinance requiring a
sprinkler system in residences with less than eight
feet between them and makes the ordinance
effective as to all construction which has not yet
received an occupancy permit. This means that
projects under construction must have a sprinkler
system added. Engineer A, who happens to have
both structural and fire protection credentials, is
hired by Homeowner to design a retaining wall
system to stabilize a rear yard. Homeowner allowed Engineer A to store equipment
in the integral garage. Engineer A observes that the builder routed the piping for
the retrofitted sprinkler system through the unheated garage, exposing the pipes to
freezing temperatures.

Questions: What are Engineer A’s obligations?
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Access the full case to read the BER’s discussion and conclusion.
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