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EDWARD T. MCMAHON is the Chairman of the National Main 

Street Center Board of Directors. He also holds the Charles 

Fraser Chair on Sustainable Development and is a Senior 

Resident Fellow at the Urban Land Institute in Washington, 

D.C., where he leads the organization’s worldwide efforts 

to conduct research and educational activities related  

to environmentally sensitive development policies and 

practices. He is also a senior staff adviser for ULI’s Building 

Healthy Places Initiative and is a sought-after speaker and 

thinker on land use and economic development trends. 

McMahon is the author or coauthor of 15 books and writes 

regularly for Urban Land magazine, Planning Commissioners 

Journal, and other periodicals. He serves on several 

advisory boards and commissions, including the Chesa-

peake Conservancy, the Governors Institute for Community 

Design and the Orton Family Foundation. McMahon has an 

MA in urban studies from the University of Alabama at 

Birmingham and a JD from Georgetown University Law School.

JENNIFER VEY is a senior fellow with the Metropolitan Policy Program 

at the Brookings Institution and director of The Anne T. and Robert M. 

Bass Center for Transformative Placemaking. Her work primarily focuses 

on the role of place and placemaking in driving inclusive economic 

growth and development.

She is the author of “Building from Strength: Creating Opportunity in 

Greater Baltimore’s Next Economy,” “Restoring Prosperity: The State 

Role in Revitalizing America’s Older Industrial Cities,” “Organizing for 

Success: A Call to Action for the Kansas City Region,” and “Higher 

Education in Pennsylvania: A Competitive Asset for Communities.” She 

has also co-authored numerous other Brookings publications, including 

“Connect to Compete:  How the University City-Center City Innovation 

District Can Help Philadelphia Excel Globally and 

Serve Locally” as well as co-edited Retooling 

for Growth: Building a 21st Century Economy 

in America’s Older Industrial Areas, 

published by the American Assembly  

and Brookings Institution Press.

Prior to joining Brookings in June, 2001, 

Jennifer was a Community Planning and 

Development Specialist at the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. She earned a Master of Planning 

degree from the University of Virginia, and holds a bachelor’s degree in 

Geography from Bucknell University. 

DELL GINES is the Senior Community Development  

Advisor for the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City. He is  

committed to helping empower economically distressed 

communities through innovative economic development 

strategies. He is a national thought leader in entrepre-

neurship led economic development and ecosystem 

building. He has authored three guides and one eBook on 

the subject. His most recent work is a research report on Black 

women businesses. Dell is a Certified Economic Developer 

(CEcD) and holds a Master of Business Administration, 

Master of Science in Finance and is a PhD candidate 

researching entrepreneurship led development and 

ecosystem building. 

MICHAEL WAGLER is the Main Street Iowa Coordinator at the Iowa 

Economic Development Authority’s Downtown Resource Center. Michael 

has worked with the Main Street Iowa team in different capacities since 

2002. Prior to becoming the State Coordinator in 2012, he served Iowa’s 

downtown districts as a Main Street Design Specialist. He began his  

Main Street journey in 1996 by investing his time and talents with his 

hometown Main Street program, Bloomfield, Iowa. Michael has also 

worked in a consulting role in states throughout the nation including: 

Oregon, New Mexico, and Wisconsin. He earned 

a B.F.A. in Historic Preservation and Architec-

tural History from the Savannah College of 

Art & Design in Savannah, Georgia. Michael 

earned his Master’s degree in Community  

& Regional Planning from Iowa State 

University in Ames, Iowa.
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