
Sunday, March 25
Emporia, Kansas: Downtown Tour
8 am – 4:30 pm
Join us for a tour of downtown Emporia, Kansas!  This Great American 
Main Street Award® winning city has achieved over $94 million dollars in 
redevelopment over our 26 years of implementing the Four-Point Approach®.  
Tours will include: a walking tour of recent and in-progress developments, a 
winery tour, a local brewery tour, stops in local “maker” businesses (including 
our award winning chocolate shop), and much more!  Learn about some of our 
locally based international events, including the Dirty Kanza bike race and the 
Glass Blown Open disk golf tournament that bring thousands of people from 
all over the world to a smaller Midwestern city, and strategies we leverage with 
local history to encourage traffic and community brand recognition.  We would 
love to host you in our downtown!  
$60; Includes 4 hours in Emporia, KS, with 4-hour round-trip bus commute and 
extensive walking. Participants will buy their own lunch.

The Paris of the Plains: Fine Art in Kansas City
9:30 am – 2 pm
Looking for history that is rich and collections that are deep?  Look no further 
than this tour.  You will begin this tour at the Nelson Atkins and conclude at 
the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art.  These two beautiful museums 
display the power of art and how it continually engages the community.  The 
Nelson Atkins currently hosts 35,000 works of art in this famous public art 
museum including the only US stop of over 60 works from Picasso on the 
Through the Eyes of Picasso international exhibit.  You will then travel on to 
the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art.  This unique building is expressive 
of the constant progression of modern art.  With constant updates and 
changes, these Kansas City museums are always sure to satisfy art lovers with 
world-class exhibitions and collections.  At both of these locations, you will see 
that the power of art will inspire you to bring it into your own community. 
$35; Includes bus transportation and admittance to two Museums. Lunch on 
your own at the Nelson Atkins Museum Café. 

Monumental Works
9:30 am – 3 pm
Two architectural masterpieces telling the history of both Kansas City and the 
world in the early 20th Century and the City Beautiful movement. The Liberty 
Memorial, home to the National WWI Museum, was a private effort lead by 
40 prominent Kansas City residents to create a lasting memorial to the Great 
War. The National WWI Museum underwent a $102 million dollar renovation 
in 2006. This museum is dedicated to remembering, interpreting and 
understanding the Great War and its impact on the global community. Kansas 
City’s Union Station created a new front door to Kansas City when it was 
constructed in 1914. However, after the decline of rail travel, Union Station was 
essentially abandoned for over 20 years, narrowly avoiding demolition, until a 
metro-wide effort was put into place to fund over $250 million in restoration 
work. Union Station is now once again a destination for the world as the home 
of award-wining traveling exhibits, a planetarium, an interactive science center, 
live theatre, special events and rail service. Attendees should wear comfortable 
shoes and expect to walk a mile or more with some stairs. 
$40; Includes transportation on Street Car and admittance to all venues. Lunch 
on your own at Union Station. 
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Kansas City Blues, BBQ and Baseball
10:30 am – 2:30 pm
Follow the downtown beat to Kansas City’s historic jazz district, 18th & Vine, 
where barbeque, baseball and blues meld together for one sweet melody. As 
luck would have it, two of the city’s most acclaimed museums are under one 
roof. A frequent stop for visiting celebrities and dignitaries, the Negro Leagues 
Baseball Museum chronicles the stars and stories of America’s favorite pastime 
from the leagues’ origin after the Civil War to their demise in the 1960s. Next 
door is what The New York Times called “an interactive paradise,” the American 
Jazz Museum, with its many listening stations, touch-screen adventures and 
custom-mixing soundboards. Keep your eyes peeled for Charlie Parker’s 
saxophone, a gift to the museum from former president Bill Clinton. And no visit 
to 18th & Vine is complete without a visit to Arthur Bryant’s legendary Kansas 
City BBQ.  
$50; Includes bus transportation and admittance to both museums. Lunch on 
your own at Arthur Bryant’s.

Brewed in Kansas City
11:30 am – 4 pm
Get a taste of Kansas City with a guided tour of two companies in the Southwest 
Boulevard neighborhood that have risen from humble beginnings to major 
companies, The Roasterie and Boulevard Brewing Company. Started in the 
basement of the founder’s home in the Brookside neighborhood of Kansas 
City, The Roasterie specializes in unique convection air-roasting instead of the 
more traditional drum-roasting method to ensure superior quality. Attendees 
will receive a guided tour of the factory, souvenir glass and sample of Roasterie 
Cold Brew, Nitro Cold Brew or iced tea as they learn all about coffee farming, 
production, air roasting and cupping. The Boulevard story begins in 1988, 
when founder John McDonald started construction of the brewery in a turn-
of-the-century brick building on Kansas City’s historic Southwest Boulevard. In 
November of 1989, the first keg of Boulevard Pale Ale was delivered -- in the 
back of John’s pickup truck -- to a restaurant just a few blocks away. Tour of 
Boulevard Brewing Company will includes samples at the new Boulevard Beer 
Hall. 
$60; Includes bus transportation and admittance to two guided tours and box 
lunch.

America’s First Suburban Shopping District
1 pm – 4 pm
Entrepreneur J.C. Nichols turned his vision for a mosquito-breeding, muddy 
creek into a 15-square block outdoor shopping destination. Nichols believed 
he could develop whole residential neighborhoods that would attract people 
who desired a better way of life and a nicer place to make their home. Nichols 
was indeed a visionary; he saw the importance of the car in middle-class lives 
at a time when many thought the automobile would only be a fad of the rich. 
He put together a plan to build entire neighborhoods and shopping centers. 
The Country Club Plaza, completed in 1922, has made its mark on Kansas City’s 
history, sustaining itself through the Great Depression and continuing its success 
through several evolutions of the retail mix. Since then, its open-air public art 
gallery has continuously added to its collection, with fountains, sculptures and 
murals that bring to the heart of Kansas City the very best of the Old World and 
the new. J.C. Nichols died in early 1950. In 45 years, his vision shaped his city, 
and the design for many retail centers in cities across the nation. He set new 
standards of quality design and construction that continue to influence builders 
all over the world. You will hear the story of how the many fountains on the Plaza 
were developed and why this architectural treasure continues to thrive today. 
The walking tour includes time for shopping. Attendees should wear comfortable 
shoes and expect to walk a mile or more.
$35; Includes bus transportation and walking tour. 



Westport: The Original Kansas City
1 pm – 4 pm
Are you looking for an eclectic central business district tour?  If so, this one is for 
you!  During this tour, you will take a guided walking tour through the history 
of Westport, one of Kansas City’s oldest neighborhoods, and the 21st century 
growth it is experiencing.  Originally called West Port, the neighborhood got 
its name as it was the westernmost village where settlers stocked up before 
venturing into the Kansas Territory. Today the neighborhood is known for its 
blend of tasty eateries, trendy boutiques and popular nighttime hot spots.  By 
day, over 215 Westport businesses buzz with residents and tourists, but the 
area really comes to life at night as the restaurants and bars begin to fill. Today’s 
midtown Westport continues to charm and entertain modern-day explorers. 
Attendees should wear comfortable shoes and be prepared to walk a half-mile or 
more.
$35; Includes bus transportation and walking tour.

Monday, March 26
Fun Run in Downtown KC
7:15 am – 8 am
For the runners in our midst, come run with us to start the Conference! Get a 
jumpstart on learning your way around downtown. While there is no narration, 
you will see a great deal of historic Kansas City. We will have you back to the 
hotel in time to clean up and attend the first General Session at 9 am. Meet at 
the east corner of the hotel on the sidewalk. All paces welcome. Must register by 
March 1 to receive tee shirt. $15; Includes tee shirt and bottle of water. 

The Buck Started Here
8 am – 1:15 pm
Harry S. Truman’s story is richly and uniquely American. From humble beginnings 
in the small town of Independence, Missouri, Truman rose to become the 
most powerful man in the world as the 33rd President of the United States of 
America. View Harry’s presidential and personal correspondence in the Harry S. 
Truman Presidential Library, the first Presidential Library to be created under the 
provisions of the 1966 Presidential Libraries Act. Then walk in Harry’s footsteps 
around the revitalized Independence Square historic district and visit Clinton’s 
Soda Fountain featuring Harry’s Favorite – a butterscotch sundae with chocolate 
ice cream – housed in the c1800s building where Harry had his very first job at a 
pharmacy and soda fountain. 
$45; Includes bus transportation and admittance to Truman Library. Lunch on 
your own on the Independence Square.

Old Schools, New Uses
8:45 am – 1:15 pm
See firsthand how Kansas City has transformed abandoned schools into new uses 
for the 21st Century. Start the morning touring Plexpod at Westport Commons 
and witness new entrepreneurs in the historic Westport High School. Head west 
to the Westside Neighborhood and see how a neighborhood anchor has been 
transformed into new lofts. End the morning with a tour of Kansas City’s historic 
Webster House, a Romanesque style building and Kansas City’s oldest remaining 
public school building that has become a destination for shopping and dining in 
the blossoming Crossroads District. 
$60; Includes bus transportation, building tours and lunch on your own at the 
Webster House. 



The Return of the Streetcar in the 21st Century 
9 am – 1:15 pm
Take a tour on the new $102-million streetcar along the 2.2-mile route and 
witness the advancements in public infrastructure and transportation Kansas 
City has made at the core of the city. See the renovation of the streetcar and 
enhancements of cycling routes and sidewalks in addition to the 20th Street 
streetscape project that includes a road diet, storm water improvements and 
greenspace. End the morning at Kansas City’s famous City Market where you will 
have a multitude of choices for lunch. 
$25; Includes transportation on the KC Streetcar and some walking. Lunch on 
your own at Kansas City’s City Market.

Leveraging Public Incentives for Downtown Development
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Take a tour of GAMSA® winning community, Lee’s Summit, with the 
City’s Development Center and see how the city uses its Land Clearance 
Redevelopment Authority to make possible three unique restoration and infill 
projects. Tour includes the Arnold Hall where former President Truman first 
announced a run for political office and current home of Third Street Social 
restaurant, The Stanley Event Center – a $1.6-million new construction event 
center, and the 1960s era post office now used by Bridge Space as a co-working 
facility for entrepreneurs, start-ups, remote workers and more. 
$40; Includes bus transportation and guided tours with some walking. 

Downtown Walk of Art
8:45 am – 12:30 pm
See more of Downtown Kansas City’s public art on this walking tour through 
the center of activity. Over 50 sculptures, murals, and fountains as well as many 
public cultural amenities are on display in this district. Learn how you can use 
artworks and people-oriented infrastructure to enrich the public environment 
in your community. This tour will also include an in-depth look at the nationally-
acclaimed and award-winning Kansas City Public Library – Central Library and 
how it has changed the neighborhood and city it serves through writings, 
dialogues, and exhibits to support and encourage community betterment. 
$25; Includes guided tour with extensive walking.

Tuesday, March 27
The Greatest Thing Since Sliced Bread
8:30 am – 3:30 pm
On July 6, 1928, Chillicothe, a 2018 GAMSA® semi-finalist, became the birthplace 
of one of the greatest innovations of modern times. Chillicothe Baking Company 
founder Frank Bench took a chance on a mechanized bread slicing machine 
invented by Otto Rohwedder. The rest, as they say, is history. Today downtown 
Chillicothe is lined with businesses, shopping and activity. The community 
continues to grow and prosper as new life is breathed into the community’s 
historic downtown district through the Main Street Approach. See firsthand 
how the arts have continued to transform this community by taking an historic 
walking tour with the local mural artist himself, Kelly Poling, and his wife Angela. 
Next, interact with local artisans and learn about how the new Cultural Corner 
Art Guild & Gallery has become a destination location in northwest Missouri. 
Last, enjoy an afternoon of shopping and wine by going on a wine walk in our 
historic downtown. Come and experience a slice of downtown Chillicothe!                  
$60; Includes bus transportation, guided tour and lunch in Chillicothe. 



Main Street Innovation and Entrepreneurship
8:30 am – 3:30 pm
Spend the day touring two of Missouri’s nationally accredited Main Street communities and 
witness how they have embraced history, innovation and entrepreneurship. The morning 
begins in Historic Downtown Liberty, Missouri’s second oldest community. Meet young 
entrepreneurs making their own history in Downtown Liberty and see firsthand how they 
have transformed historic spaces into new uses. Tour the recently completed $5 million 
dollar streetscape around the square in Downtown Liberty and learn how two cartoon cats, 
Frank and Lenny, helped make the project purrfect.  Then spend the afternoon touring 
Downtown Excelsior Springs, historically known for the healing properties of the spring 
waters. Downtown Excelsior Springs has excelled at utilizing large historic structures for 
innovative purposes. The tour will begin at the Historic Elms Hotel and Spa, a haunted 
landmark that has hosted everyone from Presidents to gangsters. The tour will also 
showcase the Payne Jailhouse Bed & Breakfast redevelopment as well as the tools used to 
renovate what was once The Oaks Hotel into a beautiful restored senior living facility. After 
a visit to the famous Historic Hall of Waters to see what tools are being used to save this 
property, the tour will end with the East Broadway project, located in the Historic Boarding 
House District, which is undergoing residential revitalization. When you leave Excelsior 
Springs you will have a new sense of saving buildings, for both overnight accommodations 
and residential uses. We hope you will come “drink the water” with us. 
$60; Includes bus transportation, guided tours and box lunch on the bus as you leave Liberty.

Farm to Market: Growing Development
8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Downtown Overland Park has taken their charming history and small-town flavor and 
turned it into thriving place to shop and live. They have been extremely successful in 
leveraging their award-winning Farmers’ Market into over 300 market rate apartments. Hear 
from their staff as well as the Farmers’ Market and City staff on how their partnerships have 
continued to foster living in Downtown Overland Park and what the future of the Farmers’ 
Market holds. 
$50; Includes bus transportation, guided tour and box lunch provided.

Kansas City: Creativity Unleashed
9 am – 12:30 pm
Experience the role of art in transforming historic structures into homes for the creativity. 
Tour the Todd Bolender Center for Dance & Creativity, home of the Kansas City Ballet 
housed in the former power plant of Union Station. Learn how Mobank has brought 
arts and culture into the nontraditionally creative world of banking with the Crossroads 
Artsboards (former billboards), Rock. Paper. Scissors. competition and their Artist in 
Residence. Tour the historic Freight House at Union Station, now home to three award-
winning restaurants. 
$25; Includes KC Streetcar and extensive walking tour.

Made in KC
1 pm – 4 pm
See how unique Kansas City makers have transformed their spaces and businesses in the 
heart of Crossroads, Kansas City’s arts district. From screen printing, local foods and craft 
beer, a new generation of entrepreneurs are putting the focus back on made local. Witness 
how they have not only transformed their buildings and businesses, but have helped bring 
Kansas City back to a part of the city that was long abandoned and created a destination for 
creativity. The tour will visit Kansas City favorites including Normal Human, a screen printing 
studio and retailer, and Double Shift Brewing with time for shopping and sampling at each 
stop. 
$25; Includes KC Streetcar and extensive walking tour.

Mobile Workshops are ticketed events and must be purchased in 
advance.  You can purchase tickets at www.mainstreet.org.


