
UrbanMain helps communities restore economic vitality and promote 
quality of life for residents in under-resourced older and historic neigh-
borhood commercial districts. The new program builds on the National 
Main Street Center’s 35 years of non-profi t leadership in commercial 
district revitalization and the work of the Main Street America network. 

This new initiative provides support to older and under-resourced commercial 

districts in urban centers. UrbanMain is complementary to the well-established 

Main Street America network. In some cases, UrbanMain will be incorporated 

into work of the Main Street America network and in other cases, the Center 

will serve communities directly. Partnering with grassroots organizations and 

local leaders across the country, the Center is leading a national movement to 

enable communities to bring prosperity back to downtowns and neighborhood 

commercial districts.

The Main Street America movement has long believed that its approach, 

principles, and disciplines would translate to urban neighborhoods. In fact, 

it has done that in communities such as Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Orlando, 

and Washington, D.C. The Main Street methodology has translated well to 

these urban centers. 

UrbanMain offers specialized services, professional development, networking, 

and advocacy for the fi eld of urban commercial district practitioners.
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For more information, please visit: mainstreet.org/urbanmain.

Or contact Dionne Baux, Director of Urban Programs, National Main Street Center:
dbaux@savingplaces.org    |     312.610.5618
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“Despite demographic 

shifts bringing population 

and economic growth 

back to much of the urban 

landscape, growth and 

prosperity is uneven. 

Many older commercial 

centers and their neighbor-

hoods face challenges in 

building a sustainable 

economic base.”
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