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CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT 
 
Cynthia Forman Wilkinson (Alabama)  
Date of admission to practice: 1989 
Your present position: Owner/Attorney 
Size of your firm: 1 attorney 
Year you became a NELA member: 2009 
Name of NELA Affiliate(s): NELA-Alabama 
What percentage of your professional legal work is devoted to the 
representation of employees and/or their interests? 100% 
 
In 2009, my dear friend, Alicia Haynes, persuaded me to join 
NELA. My first NELA seminar addressed summary judgment and 
was held in Boston, MA. Needless to say, this seminar was unlike 
any I had ever attended. The presentations were excellent and 
the materials were the most extensive and informative I had ever 
been provided. All I could say was, “Thank you, Alicia!” The 
educational expertise of my first NELA seminar far exceeded my 
expectations, and spending time with the NELA members and 
staff made me want to be more involved with this incredible 
organization. 
 
I have had the privilege to represent courageous individuals that chose to take a stand against racial 
discrimination, sexual harassment, age discrimination, and other discriminatory and retaliatory actions 
by their employers. Standing up for my clients’ rights has at times been a challenge given the 
conservative views of the Eleventh Circuit. Having the support and assistance of NELA and its 
members has helped me advance my clients’ cases and made me a better advocate. The NELA 
members are always so giving of their time and willing to help. 
 
I have been fortunate to be a presenter at several NELA events, including the Annual Convention and 
Trial Boot Camp. It has been a distinct honor to be able to give back to NELA and its membership. 
Working as a Trial Boot Camp presenter and team leader for the past two sessions has been a 
remarkable experience and opportunity. I believe it is crucial for the lifeblood of our organization to 
mentor the next generation of NELA practitioners and litigators. 
 
These experiences, as well as many others, influence my sense of duty to “give back” by working as a 
member of the Executive Board. I am seeking election to the NELA Board so I may continue my efforts 
to contribute to this great organization and help to work toward the progress and change we pursue. 

 


