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What is Problematic Sexual Behavior?

• Chaffin et al. (2008): Children ages 12 and younger who 
initiate behaviors involving sexual body parts that are:
– (a) potentially harmful to themselves or others,

and/or

– (b) developmentally inappropriate

• The ASB-C was developed to identify both categories
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Development Process

• A long process:
– Clinician surveys and caregiver pilots
– Expert discussion and consensus
– Early data collection, analysis, and revision

• Standardization:
– 1,400 caregivers from a nationally representative sample
– 270+ caregivers from a Pennsylvania sample
– 100+ caregivers of children receiving services for PSB

Psychometric Qualities

• Internal Reliability:
– Total Scale: α = .81 - .85 (depending on sample)

• Test-retest (~8 days):
– Total Scale: r = .87

Psychometric Qualities

• Concurrent Validity:
– ASB-C Total Scale & CSBI: r = .81, p < .001

– ASB-C Total & Family Sexuality Index: r = .34, p < .001

– ASB-C Total & SDQ Conduct Problems: r = .25, p < .001

– ASB-C Total & SDQ Emotional Problems: r = .28, p < .001

• Discriminant Validity:
– ASB-C Total & SDQ Prosocial Behavior: r = .02
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The ASB-C

• Content Areas:
– Non-sexual boundary violations
– Self-focused behaviors
– Looking behaviors
– Showing behaviors
– Intrusive thoughts/excessive interest
– Electronic and online behaviors
– Interpersonally intrusive behaviors

The ASB-C

• “How often has your child shown the following behaviors 
in the PAST MONTH?”

• Response options
0 = Never

1 = 1 time (Once)

2 = 2-4 times 

3 = 5-10 times

4 = More than 10 times

The ASB-C
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The ASB-C
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The ASB-C
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Administering the ASB-C

• ASB-C is for use with children ages 3-12 (inclusive)

• Caregiver should have sufficient exposure and caregiving 
of the child to provide a report. 

• Ensure caregiver understands directions.

Scoring the ASB-C

• Critical Items:
– 17 items endorsed by 1.0% or less of the normative sample

– Examples:
• “Coerces others to send sexual pictures and/or videos in a digital 

format.”

• “Inserts or tries to insert objects into own private parts.”

• “Tries to undress others against their will.”

• “Performs sexual behaviors with an animal.”

• “Continues to engage in sexual behavior after being told to stop.”

Scoring the ASB-C

• Sum all 38 items to derive a Total scale score

• Can be used for children ages 3-12 years, separate 
norms for groups (ages 3-5, 6-9, 10-12)

• A note on gender of the child
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Scoring and Interpreting the ASB-C
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Scoring and Interpreting the ASB-C
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Interpreting the ASB-C

• Clinical Judgment:
– Use in collaboration with other assessment techniques

– The structure of the ASB-C lends itself to individual item 
examination and discussion 

The ASB-C Extended (ASB-CE)

• ASB-C Extended (ASB-CE):
– Also includes the past 6 months in a Yes/No format

– May be helpful for intake assessment, history, epidemiological 
research

– Psychometric evaluations shows very good qualities
• Internal consistency: α = .86

• Test-retest: r = .83, p < .001

• Correlation with CSBI: r = .81, p < .001

The ASB-CE
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The ASB-C Cross-Culturally

• Psychometric data collected to this point do not show any 
clear ethnic/racial or socioeconomic differences within the 
U.S. Further work is needed.

• Cross-cultural comparisons with other European countries 
are in progress.

• Several translations are available and others are being 
developed. 

The Best Part…

• All ASB-C materials, versions, and translations are…

COMPLETELY  FREE

THANK YOU!!!


