
Dear NCME Community, 
 
I’m writing to provide you an update in regard to plans and logistics for the Spring NCME 
Conference, and thought I’d do so in FAQ format to make this easier. 
 
What is Happening and When? 
 

• The conference will feature one full virtual day on Saturday April 9th and then four in-
person days with some remote participation options on April 21-24 in San Diego at the 
Westin San Diego Gaslamp Quarter Hotel.  

• Some virtual training sessions associated with the conference will take place on April 
8th and between April 10th and 14th.  

• The day of April 21 will be devoted to in-person training sessions. 
• On the evening of April 21 (6-7:30) there will be an event for those interested in 

reconnecting while celebrating shared memories of Matt Gaertner. 
• April 22-24 will be devoted to the usual individual paper presentation and coordinated 

sessions. 
 
What Will it Cost? View a complete table of fees here. 
The deadline for early registration is February 28. 
 
Important Note 1: We encourage NCME members to hold off on registering for the conference until 
January 21st. Although AERA just opened the registration and lodging reservation portal that NCME 
will also be using at the AERA website, we have noticed a few issues related to NCME registration 
that are in the process of being resolved. Most notably it is not yet possible to register for training 
sessions, and the NCME hotel (Westin San Diego Gaslamp Quarter) isn’t labelled as such when one 
attempts to reserve lodging. Please be aware that there are two Westin hotels in close proximity to 
each other: the Westin San Diego Gaslamp Quarter and the Westin San Diego Downtown. The 
Westin San Diego Downtown Hotel is about a 10-minute walk from the NCME conference hotel, 
which is the Westin San Diego Gaslamp Quarter. 
 
Important Note 2: In the meantime, please make sure your NCME membership is up to date before 
you attempt to register, as there is often a lag of at least a day between renewing your membership 
and this getting acknowledged in the AERA registration portal. To check the status of your 
membership and renew, please visit https://www.ncme.org/about/why-join and click the renew 
membership button in blue on the right-hand side of the page. (We will be working to make this 
easier to do in the near future.) 
 
What is a carbon offset fee and why are we being charged for it? 
 
The registration for in-person attendance is $10 higher than it was in 2019 because we are including 
a $10 carbon offset fee (this is why there is an asterisk next to these fees). 
 
The reduction in travel brought on by the global pandemic reminds us that hosting an in-person 
conference, for all its important benefits, has a typically unacknowledged cost in terms of its impact 
on the environment. Please see these articles in the New York Times and Washington Post for some 
background. 
 
The amount of the carbon offset we are charging comes from a recommendation made by NCME’s 
Budget and Finance committee after I requested that they investigate the issue. All proceeds will be 
equally divided and used to purchase carbon offsets from three organizations recommended by the 
Budget and Finance committee: Terrapass (https://terrapass.com/), Climate Trust 
(https://climatetrust.org/), and Native (https://native.eco/about-us/).  

https://files.constantcontact.com/fd24a90e601/e1617b2a-44f4-4769-985d-a3277dbbf86f.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.ncme.org/about/why-join
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/24/climate/nyt-climate-newsletter-carbon-offsets.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/tips/questions-about-carbon-offsets-flights-answered/
https://terrapass.com/
https://climatetrust.org/
https://native.eco/about-us/


 
I am excited for NCME to be taking leadership in this area, and I hope in the future AERA and other 
organizations will follow our lead. Note that AERA is not currently including a carbon offset fee for its 
conference, so if you are registering for both AERA and NCME you will still only be charged once for 
the carbon offset fee. 
 
What safety precautions are be taken for the in-person meeting? 
 
Along with AERA, NCME is requiring that all in-person conference participants must provide proof 
that they have been fully vaccinated with a booster. Masks will also be required. For details on how 
evidence of vaccination status will collected and verified, see https://www.aera.net/Events-
Meetings/2022-Annual-Meeting/2022-Annual-Meeting-Registration/Proof-of-Vaccination 
 
Seating in NCME sessions will be limited to less than maximum capacity for the room to allow for 
some degree of physical distancing, and standing in groups in the back of a full session will not be 
allowed. 
 
The two major receptions hosted by NCME (Presidential and joint social reception with AERA Div D) 
will be held outside, and there will be no NCME breakfast event. 
 
What are some other ways this conference will be different than the last in-person NCME 
conference in 2019? 
 
For each time slot during the San Diego meeting days (April 22-24) there will be a choice of two 
spotlight sessions accessible to remote participants using the same Zoom-based platform (Pathable) 
that will be used for the day of the virtual conference presentations on April 9th. 
 
The NCME Business Meeting, Awards and Presidential Address will not be a morning event, but 
instead will be the culminating event of Saturday afternoon April 23rd from 4:20-6:10 PST. This event 
will also be made available to remote participants. For in-person participants it will be followed by a 
presidential reception beginning at 6:30 to be held outdoors on the Westin Gaslamp’s 4th Floor 
Garden Terrace. The reception will be open to all conference participants and will feature food and 
beverages. 
 
What else do you want us to know? 
 
Last week I travelled to San Diego and spent a full day at the Westin with the program committee 
(Brian Leventhal, Ben Domingue and Leslie Keng), where we found ourselves literally on our hands 
and knees at times putting together what we all think will be a fabulous program. See below for 
some pictures. 
 
We are excited and hopeful that by the time we get to April, we will have omicron in the rearview and 
that we will be in the endemic stage of COVID. We hope to see you in San Diego! 
 
Derek Briggs 
NCME President 
 

https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/2022-Annual-Meeting/2022-Annual-Meeting-Registration/Proof-of-Vaccination
https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/2022-Annual-Meeting/2022-Annual-Meeting-Registration/Proof-of-Vaccination

