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By Stuart Guy, Crossroads Academy

The Woodworker
This business officer can't get enough of wood's natural beauty or time in the workshop.

It all started about 15 years ago with a used wood 
lathe, along with some instructions on how to 
turn wood on it safely. I had done some general 

carpentry as an adult, but I hadn’t done anything 
creative in many years, not since I was a kid doing 
the “Draw Me” challenges that appeared on 
matchbooks. At the time, I lived in Vermont, where 
wood is everywhere, and the lathe inspired me to 
get creative again. I started learning more about 
woodworking and looking for affordable ways to 
acquire the tools to do it. I got a bandsaw from a 
buddy, a used jointer from my brother, and over 
time also a drill press, carving chisels, planes, 
clamps, vises, an air filter, the list goes on and on. 
Soon I had a whole workshop full of tools, a long 
list of completed projects, and a head swimming 
with the things I wanted to make next.

I haven’t set up a workshop in my new home 
yet, but I will soon. Woodworking is a nice 
complement to my work as a business officer 
because it’s such a different brain challenge. I’m 
analytical all day, looking at computer screens and 
taking and making phone calls. In the workshop, 
by comparison, I put on my headphones to block 
out the noise and enjoy being alone, just turning 
the wood and thinking creatively. And by the time 
I leave, I’ve actually made something — or at least 
made a good start on something. 

We’d love to hear from you! In After School, 
business officers share a passion or perspective 
from outside their usual working hours. Want to 
contribute? Email NetAssets@nboa.org. In the subject 
line, type AFTER SCHOOL.

(Top to bottom) The wood for 
these grinders came from a 
200-year-old maple tree that 
had been in the yard of Guy’s 
grandparents, who bought the 
house in 1949.

Guy made this flaming red birch 
coffee table using wood a friend 
gave him when he turned 50. “It 
sat in my shop for 10 years before 
I did anything with it. The wood 
grains were just amazing. I also 
made a cedar bench using the 
same wood.”

“I was walking through the 
woods and found a white 
birch tree on the ground. I cut 
some slices out, and it looked 
like a heart. I made this as an 
anniversary gift for my wife.”
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