
 

ACUITY       CONFIDENTIAL 
 

ACUITY ASSESSMENT/ASSIGNMENT 
ACUITY DETERMINANT (WITH EXAMPLES) POINTS SCORE RATIONALE 

The student’s condition(s) is chronic  (expected to last > 3 
months). 

1   

The student’s diagnosis is stable but has the potential to be life-
threatening (Example: shunt dependent hydrocephalus, 
thermoregulation, bleeding disorder, risk of choking, historical 
suicide attempts).  

1   

Specifics of the student’s conditions lend to the possibility of 
daily life-threatening events (Example: daily risk of aspiration, 
unstable cardiac diagnosis, hx of status epilepticus, fragile 
mental health with frequent suicidal ideation). 

2   

Student requires a standard or individualized procedures or 
interventions (Example: standard seizure procedure, asthma, 
medication plan, anxiety plan).  

1   

Student requires emergency procedures for potentially life-
threatening events (Example: VNS, Epinephrine, Glucagon, 
Solu-Medrol). 

1   

Student requires complex interventions necessitating nursing 
assessment (Ex: Trach care, suctioning, medication via feeding 
tube).  

3   

Student requires complex daily procedures or multiple regular 
interventions: (Example:  Feeding tube,  catheter care, diabetic 
management). 

2   

Student’s conditions impacts major activities and requires an 
accommodation in the school setting to fully access the 
academic environment (504 or IEP accommodations related to 
diagnoses).                                               504    IEP 

1   

The student has one or more identifiable social determinants of 
health ( Example: economic disadvantage, lack of 
transportation, trauma,  lack of healthcare access, etc.). 

1   

Medical Diagnoses: 

 

 

Acuity Score:  Acuity 

(0 –1) General Student (Level 1)  
(2) Chronically Ill (Level II)  
(3-5) Medically Complex (Level III)  
(6-7) Medically Fragile (Level IV) 

   (>8) Nurse Dependent (Level V) 
 

Level of Acuity:  
 General Student 
 Chronically Ill 

 Medically Complex 

 Medically Fragile 

 Nurse Dependent 

Medical Devices/Medication: 
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