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Nurse Practice Act
➢ The basis for a nursing license is a state’s duty to
protect those who receive nursing services.
➢ That license is an authorization or permission
from state government to practice nursing.
➢ The laws and rules within the state nurse practice
act provide the framework for safe, competent
nursing practice.
(Russell, K.A., 2017)

Data from 320 Jurisdictions;
20,623,184 Nurses
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Oregon’s Practice Act:
Why it does not contain
lists of easy answers…
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To understand why the practice act does not
contain lists of easy answers, procedures,
medications, interventions… there must be an
understanding of the practice of nursing.
“Diagnosing and treating human responses to
actual or potential health problems …through
services as identification thereof, health
counseling, and providing care supportive to,
or restorative of, life and well-being…”
ORS 678.010(8)- the legal definition of the practice of nursing

The Practice of Nursing for the RN
RN: Independent in the practice of nursing.
▪ Independent nursing assessment of the client,
▪ Identification of client needs or risks,
▪ Identification of expected outcomes, planning
how care will be implemented,
▪ Implementation of the plan, and
▪ Evaluation of the plan for continuation or revision.
Chapter 851 Division 45 describes how the RN shall
implement the legal definition of the practice of nursing
851-045-0060(3)(a) through (e)

The Practice of Nursing for the LPN
Clinically directed and clinically supervised
engagement in the practice of nursing.
▪ There must be an established RN plan of care for the client.
▪ The RN then clinically directs the LPN’s implementation of
the established plan of care for the client.
▪ Within the boundaries of the RN’s established plan of care,
the LPN conducts focused assessment of the client at the
time of interaction to determine the client’s priorities…
Chapter 851 Division 45 describes how the LPN shall
implement the legal definition of the practice of nursing
851-045-0050(3)(a) through (e)

The Practice of Nursing for the LPN
Clinically directed and clinically supervised
engagement in the practice of nursing continued…
▪ Based on the information gathered, LPN determines what
plan of care items are most pertinent during the interaction
and proceeds accordingly (focused plan of care).
▪ When the LPN determines that the observations may require
a change in the plan of care, the LPN must discuss these with
the RN.
▪ Only the RN may author and update the nursing plan of care.
Chapter 851 Division 45 describes how the LPN shall
implement the legal definition of the practice of nursing
851-045-0050(3)(a) through (e)

The NPA and the Practice of Nursing
The legal scope of practice standards in Division 45
identify actions and behaviors that demonstrate
an acceptable level of safe nursing practice
in any practice role and in any practice setting.

Actions and Behaviors that Demonstrate
Acceptable Level of Safe Nursing Practice
1. Practice within the laws and rules
governing the practice of nursing at
the level the nurse is licensed.
2. Practice within the context of care of
the setting.
3. Base practice on current and
evolving nursing science, other
sciences, and the humanities.
4. Be knowledgeable of the
professional nursing practice and
performance standards and adhere
to those standards.
…there are over 70 of these statements…

Division 45 Legal Standards:

• Practice within the laws and
rules governing the practice of
nursing at the level the nurse is
licensed.
• Practice within the context of
care of the setting.

Context of care for the
practice of nursing in
the school setting:

(ODE & OHA, n.d.)

Division 45 Legal Standards:

• Base practice on current
and evolving nursing
science, other sciences,
and the humanities.
• Be knowledgeable of the
professional nursing
practice and performance
standards and adhere to
those standards.
Current/evolving nursing & other sciences, the humanities;
professional nursing practice & performance standards for
the practice of nursing in the school setting:
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Self-Regulation for the RN and for the LPN
Oregon NPA:
The Practice of
Nursing

…and other
State & federal
Law & Rules

Professional Practice Standards

The Practice of Nursing refresher… The RN shall:
➢ Conduct comprehensive assessment of the client (…the collection & analysis of client data).
➢ Identify client problems/risks (..identified from the i analysis of client data).
➢ Identify expected outcomes for identified problems/risks (..based on client preference &
health goals).

➢ Develop a plan of care to assist the client in reaching identified outcomes.
▪
▪

Problems/risks are prioritized.
Interventions designed to address, mitigate, or prevent identified problems/risks.

➢ Implement the plan of care:
▪
▪
▪

By one’s self; through facilitation of client self-care; teaching and health promotion.
May assign interventions to health care team members.
When in a community-based setting, the RN may utilize delegation process to authorize an unregulated
assistive person (UAP) to perform a nursing procedure for a specific client when safe for the client.

➢ Evaluate the client’s responses to interventions & progress toward identified
outcomes:
▪
▪
▪

Engage in ongoing comprehensive assessment.
Provide clinical supervision and evaluation of those to whom interventions have been assigned.
Provide clinical supervision and evaluation of the UAP to whom the performance of a nursing procedure has
been authorized through delegation process. Modify the plan of care based on ongoing collection

and analysis of client data...

Legal Regulation: Applicable to each individual RN

NPA Legal Regulation
• Division 45: The practice of nursing for the RN and actions &
behaviors that demonstrate an acceptable level of RN practice
in any setting or role.
• Division 47: Actions & behaviors of acceptable RN practice
when using delegation process.
• All decisions and actions throughout the delegation process
must be based on the safety and well being of the client:
✓Procedure
✓Client
✓UAP
✓Environment
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Nurse Practice Act Requirements
Division 45 & Division 47: All decisions and actions throughout the
RN delegation process must be based on the safety and well being
of the client:
• Procedure
• Client
• UAP
• Environment

RN Self-Regulation
• Other Laws and Rules; the content of care
• Nursing & other science, professional nursing
practice standards, etc.
• Individual RN competencies
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