School Nursing
Standards Development:
Significant Documents
and Their Contributors

YEAR DOCUMENT TITLE

1917 The School Nurse*

1920s—-1950s Numerous statements
on role, function, and
preparation of the
Public Health Nurse
in the school

1931 School Nursing

1941 The Nurse in the

School

AUTHOR, ORGANIZATION,
AND/OR PUBLISHER

Lina Rogers Struthers

National Organization for
Public Health Nursing
(NOPHN)

Mary Ella Chayer Supervisor,
School Nurses and Director,
Health Education, Indepen-
dent School District, Des
Moines, TA

Joint Committee of the
National Education
Association (NEA) and the
American Medical
Association (AMA)

REMARKS

This is the first “textbook”
of school nursing.

NOPHN’s first statement
on the role of the school
nurse, published in 1926,
was followed by several
more versions.

A school nursing textbook,
subtitled A Contribution
to Health Education,
addressed the traditional
school nurse roles and
functions of the era (2nd
ed., 1937).

A joint publication by
NEA and AMA describes
the role of the nurse (2nd
ed., 1955). Professional
educational and medical
groups believed it impor-
tant to weigh in on defin-
ing nursing practice. The
American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP, 2008)
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1953

1956

1956 and
1959

1961

AUTHOR, ORGANIZATION,

DOCUMENT TITLE AND/OR PUBLISHER

School Nursing in the
Community Program

Cooperative
Formulations of
School Nurse Func-
tions

Recommended
Policies and
Practices for School
Nursing*

Functions
Standards &
Qualifications for
Public Health
Nurses*

Marie E. Swanson, State
Supervisor of School
Nursing, NY State
Education Department,
Albany, NY

Committee on School
Nursing, American Public
Health Association (APHA)

Committee on School Nursing
Policies & Practices of the
American School Health
Association (ASHA), Eunice
Lamona (1956), Chief Nurse,
Los Angeles City Board of
Education; Lyda Smiley (1957),
La Mesa, CA; and Irma Fricke
(1959), Supervisor of School
Nursing, Community Consoli-
dated Schools, Evanston, IL,
with a 62-member committee
from 25 states

School Nurses Branch,
Public Health Nursing
Section of the American
Nurses Association (ANA)
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REMARKS

and others continue to
publish statements on
the role of the nurse in
the school, but the
paternalism has been
replaced by collegiality
and networking.

This school nursing text
was comprehensive and
contained a detailed de-
scription of the role of the
nurse with children, par-
ents, and teachers; as
well as liaison relation-
ships with the health de-
partment and other local
agencies.

An organizational state-
ment by the school nursing
committee of APHA
described the role of the
nurse in the school.

Later, the public health
nursing section of APHA
weighed in on school
nursing standards devel-
opment and role definition.

A 4-year effort by the
school nursing committee
of ASHA resulted in an
important document
describing practice.

Its first edition
published in 1955; two
versions followed (1964
and a philosophy
statement in 1966).



YEAR

1963

1963

1967

1969

DOCUMENT TITLE

The Nurse in the
School Health
Program

Evaluation of School
Nursing Activities: A
Pilot Project Using a
Scoring System and
Accepted Standards
of School Nursing

The Nurse in the
School Health
Program: Guidelines
for School Nurses

The Unique Functions
of the Professional
School Nurse

AUTHOR, ORGANIZATION,

AND/OR PUBLISHER

Gertrude E. Cromwell
Supervisor, Health &
Nursing Services, Des
Moines, IA

Delores Basco, Supervising
Public Health Nurse,
Bureau of Public Health
Nursing, Baltimore City
Health Department,
Baltimore, MD

ASHA School Nursing
Committee

National Council of School
Nurse Organizations

REMARKS

This textbook addresses
the preparation and
qualifications of the
nurse; the nursing role
with students, school
staff, and parents; and
the role with official and
voluntary agencies. It
emphasized a philosophy
of school health and the
importance of nursing to
interrelationships.

In her research, the author
incorporated both the
1959 ASHA and the 1961
ANA documents into the
development of a
research questionnaire.
Basco supervised 160
public health nurses,

71 of who delivered
services in schools ranging
from 2.5 to 18 hours per
week. It was the first
published attempt during
this era to use in-print
accounts of school nursing
functions as a framework
for understanding and
evaluating school nursing
practice.

A revision of ASHA’s 1959
landmark publication,
The Committee on School
Nursing Policies & Prac-
tices was now termed the
School Nursing Commit-
tee. This group had na-
tional representation and
some inter-organizational
constituency.

This policy statement was
adopted in 1967 by a
coalition group of school
nursing and school health
organizations.

(continued)
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1970

1973

1973

1974

1981

DOCUMENT TITLE

Standards for School
Nurse Services™

School Nursing in
Transition

Standards of Nursing
Practice*

Guidelines for the
School Nurse in the
School Health
Program

School Nursing: A
Framework for
Practice*

AUTHOR, ORGANIZATION,
AND/OR PUBLISHER

National Commission on
Standards, Department of
School Nurses of the NEA
(later National Association of
School Nurses [NASN]);
Gemma Jean, New Hamp-
shire, with representation
from eight states

Doris S. Bryan, Supervisor
Nursing Services, Oakland
Public Schools, Oakland, CA

Congress for Nursing Practice
of ANA

School Nurse Subcommittee,
School Nurse Section of
ASHA; Virginia Thompson,
Texas with representation
from 10 states

Susan Wold (Editor) with
multiple contributors
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REMARKS

This strategic document
was authored by a com-
mittee of the group that
later became NASN.
NASN is now considered
the premiere professional
organization for school
nurses in the United
States.

This useful and provoca-
tive textbook of school
nursing painted a clear
and comprehensive role
for the nurse in the
schools.

The first nursing stan-
dards for all of nursing,
this document set the
stage for publication of
standards by ANA and
specialty nursing groups.

A revision to ASHA’s

1967 work, school nursing
was conceptualized using
role concepts such as
“Health Manager” and
“Deliverer of Health
Services” rather than a
mere listing of duties or
responsibilities. The book
also addressed educational
qualifications, supervision
of nurses, performance
evaluation, and guide-
lines for employment and
supervision of health
assistants. The school
nurse is referred to
generically as “school
nurse practitioner”
throughout.

This is considered the
premier school nursing
textbook for the 20th
century



YEAR

1981

1983

1987

1990

DOCUMENT TITLE

Guidelines for a
Model School Nurs-
ing Services Pro-
gram*

Standards of School
Nursing Practice®

The Scope of Nursing
Practice

Guidelines for a
Model School Nurs-
ing Services Program

AUTHOR, ORGANIZATION,
AND/OR PUBLISHER

Study Committee on Profes-
sional Standards of NASN,
Helen Weber, Nebraska, Public
School Nurse for Fremont
Family Care Center, Fremont,
NE, with representation from
12 states

A multi-organizational
committee chaired by Georgia
Macdonough, School Nurse
Consultant, Arizona State
Department of Health,
Phoenix, AZ, representing
National Association of State
School Nurse Consultants
(NASSNC), with representation
from NASN, ANA, APHA,
ASHA, and the National
Association of Pediatric
Nurse Practitioners
(NAPNAP)

The Task Force on Scope of
Practice of ANA

Susan Proctor, Professor of
Community Health & School
Nursing, California State
University, Sacramento,
Sacramento, CA

REMARKS

This is an update to
NASN’s 1970 work (then
the Department of School
Nurses of NEA).

The first ANA officially
endorsed set of standards
for school nursing, this
document, together with
a few others, constitutes a
key piece of the school
nursing literature in the
last half century.

Work is considered
nursing’s update to the
1980 social policy state-
ment, with a broad defini-
tion of the core or essence
of professional nursing as
the “diagnosis and treat-
ment of human responses
to health and to illness”
(ANA, 1980, p. 1)

The 1990 version incorpo-
rated all eight school
nursing standards from
the 1983 book. The revi-
sion combined the ANA
school nursing standards
with two standards for-
mulated in California for
the educational prepara-
tion of school nurses,
“Communication” &
“Clients with Special
Health Needs” (CTC,
1989). Each of the 10
standards were explicated
with a central theme

(continued)
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1993

1998

1998

2000

DOCUMENT TITLE

School Nursing
Practice: Roles and
Standards*

Standards of Clinical
Nursing Practice
(2nd ed.)

Standards of Profes-
sional School Nursing
Practice*

Standards of Profes-
sional School Nursing

Practice: Applications
in the Field

AUTHOR, ORGANIZATION,
AND/OR PUBLISHER

Susan Proctor, professor of
Nursing, California State
University, Sacramento,
Sacramento, CA, with Susan
Lordi, Past President of
NASN and Coordinator of
Health Services, Orange Co.
Office of Education, Costa
Mesa, CA, and Donna Zaiger,
Coordinator Health Services,
North Kansas City School
District, Kansas City, MO

ANA Task Force with NOLF
input

Multiorganizational Stan-
dards of Practice Task Force,
Charla Dunham, Chair,
NASN Standards & Practice
Committee, Coordinator
Health Services, Tenino
School District, Tenino, WA,
with representation from
ANA, the Public Health Nurs-
ing Section of APHA, ASHA,
and NASSNC

Susan Lordi, Past-President,
NASN, Coordinator of Health
Services, Los Angeles County
Office of Education, Downey,
CA, with Beverly Bradley,
President-Elect, ASHA, school
nurse consultant, San Diego
Unified School District, San
Diego, CA
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REMARKS

An update to the 1990
NASN Guidelines for a
Model School Nurse
Services Program was
“retrofitted” to align with
the format of the 1991
ANA “generic” standards.

Refining their 1991 work,
ANA made minor changes
to the language of one of
the standards and added
several measurement
criteria throughout the
document. The revised
work continued the use of
“Standards of Care” and
“Standards of Professional
Performance.” (NOTE:
This book was the second
edition using this title,
but actually the third
published set of generic
standards.)

NASN’s second set of
standards was based on
the ANA template.

Standards are designed
as overriding principles
and require some explica-
tion before unfettered
use. Two years after pub-
lication of the 2nd edition
of the NASN Standards,
an implementation manual
was developed by Susan
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Copyright © 2013 National Association of School Nurses 9




10 Copyright © 2013 National Association of School Nurses




* Further discussed in Chapter 3.
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